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The Friends of Steyning Parish Church continue to support the Vicar, Churchwardens and 
Parochial Church Council with the maintenance and development of this outstanding 
Norman building. We also seek to promote interest in the church, attract visitors and enable 
its wider and more diverse use. The Friends do not run appeals as such but raise awareness 
of the church’s needs, encourage donations and organise events to bring in money. 

The trustees of the Friends are Fr. Mark Heather, Jeremy Tomlinson, Sarah Leigh, John 
Downe, Sarah Lavery and Tony Struthers.  Don Harry has now resigned as Treasurer and is 
being replaced by Julia Bonner.  The Friends committee also includes Christine Aubrey, Don 
Harry, Carol Mitchell, Brian Sawyer,  and Bill Thompson. 

Our role is that of fundraising for the PCC and spreading the word about the architectural 
and historical importance of the church.  Our methods of doing these things would be greatly 
enhanced if the improvements to the Church had already been made and more people were 
using the building.  A great deal of thought and hard work are currently being devoted to 
finding the best way forward and the feasibility of raising sufficient money to make a 
significant difference. 

Professional advice is being provided by fundraising consultants and the Friends are 
contributing towards the cost of this.  We are offering much smaller amounts towards some 
minor maintenance projects, including the font and the Cowerson gravestone, but we are 
reserving the bulk of our investments to contribute to the major project for repairs to the 
structure of the church and improvement to its facilities.  We can make a real difference and 
our activities will demonstrate the importance of what is to be done. 

An audio guide has been developed, the website has been updated and new post cards 
produced during the year.  Also a new brochure has been designed and is available to 
encourage visitors.  Sarah Leigh, who masterminded these publications gave a talk about 
history and architecture and in August the British Archaeological Association came to admire 
our Norman sculpture and architecture.   

At our AGM in October Adam Sone, CEO of Chichester Stoneworks, gave an illustrated talk 
on his life’s work as a stonemason. 

In 2024 a concert of all six of Bach’s Brandenburg Concertos by the Hanover Band is 
planned as part of the Steyning Festival. 

Our funds on 31st December 2023 were £102,230.36.  The year’s income came from 
donations, Gift Aid and Interest as well as sale of wine at events. 

 

Julia Bonner, Hon Treasurer. September 2024. 

 




