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The issues related to Covid 19 lingered on into the early part of this year 

with several of the regular user groups not returning until after the 

summer of 2021. The monies from both HMRC for furloughed employee 

time and the local council for grants to support SME businesses and 

organisations in the entertainment and social fields sustained us well 

into the autumn. Whilst we were sustained financially during this period it 

was difficult to attract people and groups to come back and socialise 

with their friends and neighbours. This has resulted in some of the older 

groups such as those coming to Short-mat bowls falling in number and 

what was five sessions a week for them has dropped to three sessions 

per week. 

There have been a few new groups such as Slimming World, Crochet 

Club and the Islamic prayer group who appear to have established 

regular bookings in the centre but others such as Yoga and a small 

spiritualistic group lasted only a limited time. Finding voluntary support 

can be difficult in a world more influenced by social media but the centre 

remains interested in giving space and facilities to community action 

groups who meet from time to time and look to campaign on local 

issues, create events and days that benefit the community. The social 

bookings at the weekends have increased as the year went on and we 

have also added to the number of paid casual staff who cover the variety 

of one-off bookings that were every weekend at the end of this period. 

We also bid for a grant to buy big play games aimed at young people 

and children’s parties. After a delay in the grant bidding process, we 

were successful, and the money arrived in the last month of the year. 

Also, in March Travellers invaded our car park and for just over a week 

only the pre-school was willing to use the centre – this has increased our 

security awareness and our efforts to avoid a repetition.  

Overall, it was a year of getting over the effects and losses due to Covid 

and trying to encourage new groups to have regular bookings at the 

centre. Recently one of our Trustee’s, Jan Teakle, stood down and we 

would thank her for the valuable voluntary duties she undertook for the 

centre. We are always in need of new Trustees who have time, relevant 

skills and are local to the area. 










