Chair report Sept 21 to Sept 22

The Afghans arrived at the end of August. WBAR started working with them from
November 2021. Initially there was a WBAR appeal for backpacks with paper
and pens for the children.

In order to set up classes and befrienders for these arrivals the WBAR committee
ran a recruitment drive for additional volunteers. Training was initially in person,
and then moved online as COVID was an issue once again.

Marion Burke agreed to undertake the admin of the DBS check process for the
new influx of volunteers. Marion’s excellent skills in running this process have
been vital in enabling the charity to grow the number of volunteers.

With the support of the new volunteers, language classes were started for the
families in the hotels.

Thanks to funding from the Greenham Trust Afghan appeal we were able to buy a
long list of essential items for the families in the hotels: including handbags and
hairbrushes for the women, and dictionaries and language learning resources for
each family. Donations of children’s books enabled every child to receive an
English reading book appropriate for their age. Thanks to the Community
Furniture Project who provided pushchairs and car seats to the families and much
more.

Resettled Afghan families joined the Syrian families for a Christmas Party in
December and then attended regular sessions at the Riverside. The resettled
Afghan families have needed support in settling in to the local area; there is still
work to be in matching some families with regular befrienders.

In January we became aware of the Asylum Seekers in a local hotel. A further
round of recruitment brought in new volunteers including a new team leader for
the Asylum Seekers.

After the appointment of a team leader for the Asylum Seeker support at the
hotel 3 regular sessions a week were established, including activities and English
classes. Football and yoga were added to the activities in the next month. The
language and craft classes were awarded support by generous private donors
and the Greenham Trust in late April. Further support for activities at the hotel is
being looked into.

For 6 weeks in March and April (thanks to Greenham Trust) a pop-up shop in
Newbury collected donations of clothes, toiletries, sports equipment, musical
instruments and paper and pens. Thanks to the generosity of local support there
was a distribution of essentials to over 100 asylum seekers. Clothes, shoes and
essential items continued to be distributed throughout the year.

A further generous grant of funds from Greenham Trust Appeal for the Afghans in
March 22 enabled WBAR to continue to support the Afghan families
accommodated in temporary accommodation and permanently resettled in
Newbury.

By September 2022, we have over 40 volunteers working to provide the support
for refugees and asylum seekers in the area.






Wast Barkshira Action for Refugees Financial Report September 2021 fo Seplember 2022 fram bank account

Opening Balance 22921 B004.69 800469
Income
Granis recelved 15554,72
Donations via Good Exchange 1416,00
Direct donations 1420,00
DOthar Incoms
Total income 18320.72 18380.72
Total Income and in bank JB395.41
Expenditure

Direct Support
Claothing, footwear, hygiene & other essentials 1182.06
School Equip. language books for familiesieens 1036.12
Sports and games including foolball boots 1058.27
Holiday activities 166,76
Mablles, laptops and printing 174,67
Backpacks & water bottles for hotel based 160,00

arIT.eR
Skills and Learning
Teaching & Activity Groups 1257.37
Caoffes and chal Groups 28241
Relreshments 55.59
Tranaport toffrom groups 260,60
Bike Scheme 340,45

220642
Celebrations and Outings
Ewvants and oulings T09.89

TOR.E8

Voluntesr Expenses
‘Volunteer Admin, training & suppaort 448,25
Volunteer travel & refreshmants B5.48
Dies checking T40.00

127373
Charity running costs
Ihsurance e
Registration fee for Information Commission 35.00
Webhosting and email service 47.82
Other Costs (printing, bank charges) 18.87
Balancing Journal -2

41641

Less Total Expenditure B384.33 £384,33

Bank balance st 22/0/22 1801108 18011,08



| have examined the West Berks Action for Refugees accounts and bank
statements for the period 23 September 2021 to 23 September 2022
and confirm that they are a true and accurate record of income and
expenditure.

7//9%

Phil Day
The Firs Cottage, Inkpen, Hungerford, Berks RG17 9PU

13th May 2023



