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ART's yearly update!

By CEO, Jacqui Stone

Well, what a year it has been again! Still coping with the ongoing situation with COVID 19, particularly at the

beginning of the Academic Year in September 2021.we had to continue to react quickly to a changing world and

local economy,

COVID also was changing with its impact —no longer were we required to isolate as much as the year progressed,
yet with the lockdowns having left a legacy of increased mental health issues, domestic violent issues,
increased suicide risk and disruption with services, particularly impacting some of our most vulnerable and

isolated in our communities,

ART is improving and saving lives.

We use education as a positive instruct to improve people's lives, particularly using the rural and natural

environment. Education gives them a way to be in control of their future, instead of being a patient, victim or

client, Our two qualified counsellors and our qualified social worker have been extremely busy this year helping

our participants to overcome e wide renge of barriers including housing, domestic and femily issues and much

more, as well as dealing with a wide range of counselling needs with 14 "red' category cases this year alone.

What we do works and it is wonderful to see so many people progress this year. With numbers of individuals

being helped rising from 216 in 2020/21 to 417 in 2021/22 we have seen tremendous growth in demand and have
worked so hard with peitners, local authorities, funders and other partner organisetions to increase capacity with

ell but 3 of our 29 programmes currently being full.

We have also been able to react quickly and effectively to other group demands including a women's only group
at our Kennedy Way, Clacton garden in partnership with CYST for ethnic minorities and refugees, helping Muslim

and other women access our services without the cultural issue of men being present, We have also been able to
help Next Chapter at their Colchester refuge for women who have faced domestic violent —some with horrific
tales to tell.

We have been very grateful to be able to get back out on sites this year as well as continuing our distance learning
options. We are currently working with a range of partners, funders and employers to help even more in the
coming year with exciting partnerships being developed to provide guaranteed jobs in instruction, glazing and

horticulture for a number of our participants, including Wounded and Injured Service Personnel and Veterans in

conjunction with our Rustic Recovery Programme, which we provide in peitnership with the Colchester Garriso~
Personnel Recovery Cerrtre.

We have also seen a wonderful growth in our volunteer numbers with an amazing 146 Individuals having given

time to us this year —some just for a volunteer day, others coming in each week to help support some of our

most vulnerable participants, some who are unable to read or write and who, without volunteer help would

struggle to complete their learning, We have also been able to grow our staff team, They are all amazing and are
so dedicated to their work, regularly going the extra mile to help others without judgement.
It is therefore with grmt pleasure that we are able to share our work with you, and hope that this report gives you

an insight into our impacts. The numbers are one thing —
l am lucky enough to get to meet so many of our

participants around the county each year and am always so impressed by their hard work and dedication to their

learning. and also how they support each other, Even though each site and project is so different, they all bemme
part of our ART family and I am so proud of ecch and every one of them.

Best wishes, Jacqui



OUR SOCIAL NLUE

E3,516,251
Total Value TOMs calculation by
Essex County Council

+ESMILLION

Based on HM Government ctwn research each suicide
costs El.6million. ART has had to directly intervene in 5
attem pted suicides this year.

OIjR ORGANISATION

Total number of employees at end of academic year. ~
gt|l OF ENPSYEES

IMPACTS BY A DIMIlITY

FTE —11.8
Total Number of Essex residents employed -Q

Number taken on fram unemployed —7
No of which were NEET- l.

No ofjobs created for people with disabilities-3
Percentage of employees with a disability —~

Percentage of employees with a direct family member with a disability -~
146 TOTAL VOLUNTEERS

STAFf PRQIR0
61HQUI5

QF VQNNHER WQN

TQ QTHEROINIANISAlll5

Corporate Volunteers —~
Regular support volunteers -+

Armed farces suppart project volunteers- ~
Trustees —7

Event volunteers -19

3 QOZ Ho~rs dedicated to supporting unemployed with

employability skills

Amount cecicatec to supporting Mental Health EQ 319
E26,000 i ~ itiatives aimed at recucing crime

66
Meaningful workplacernents

Helped with housing



ENVIRONNSTAl
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3884 TREES PLANTED

IMPACT
~ Capturing carbon
~ Preventing flooding
~ Reducing town and city temperatures
i Reducing pollutian
~ Keeping sail nutrient-ric h
~ Providing habitats for wildlife and

birds ta thrive

+ PEAT 8:PE5TICIDE FREE
A move towards peat free aompast and growing
from cuttings has been a focus this year.
IMPACT

~ Using peat firee compost reduces harmfiul CQ2
emissions and is less harmful to the
environment

~ Growing fram cuttings a nd seeds aallected fram
food wash and across ARl s training sites
ensures na pesticides are brought an site.

RECYCLED 9 NNATED TEXTILES
10096 of materials used an ART's textile oourses
are donated or recycled.
IMPACT:

i Reduced waste to landfill
~ Repur posed items provided new a nd useful

products for students on low inca me
~ Items made can be sold ta ra ise essential

unrestricted funds for the charity

HABITATS CREATED ~am
Working closely with Councils, landowners and the AONB
we are able to support wider strategic plans to improve
biodiversity.
IMPACT:

~ Conservation, protection and enhancerrIent of 555I and
AQNB areas

+ Attracting more species and grow!ng bladiverslty of
sites and locations across the County

RECYCUNG, REUSING 9 REPURPOSING

Course materials can be expensive so dismantling old furniture, collecting
woad off cuts and donated pallets help ta reduce cast and is better for the
environment.
IMPACT:

~ Cutting oourse material costs by recycling and reusing materials such as
wood, furniture and plastic pots.

~ Building partnerships with local businesses to take wash materials,
reducing their environmental impact. too!

~ Providing a wide range of materials for students ta learn about and
experience working with

2 TONNES OF LEAF MULCH CREATED .-.-„-:.'.
IMPACT. '

~ Financial savings for the charity
~ Good use of sustainable materials which are natural

and safe, used far soil enrichment, weed reduction,
pathing and landscaping

~ Friendly far insects and wildlife who we share aur sites
wlthl



ENVIRONNENTAL

IMPAO mz. /zz

2&00 PEOPLE 6ROWING FOOD AT HOME

IMPACT
~ Supporting behaviour change
~ Promoting healthy plant-based eating
~ Enoouraging pollinators to your

garden /window boxes
Reducing faad miles

~ Encourage more sustainable lifestyles
~ Reduce health inequa lities

WALKING 8 CYCLING

Where possible we car share, cycle and walk to work and
meetings, we encourage students to do the same, offering
free transport, loan bikes while on site, and travel training for
those who need support to use public transport.
IMPACT

Less carbon emissions from cars on the road
Reducing health inequalities further by students
adopting a mare healthy and active lifestyle

SITE IMPROVEMENTS +
Environmenta I improvements to our training sites included;

~ Waadlands with native species assistance and nan-native and invasive
species cantrol

~ Nightingale habitat improvements
~ Water quality impravements to help otters and kingfishers (and fishli
~ Water vole habitat improvements
~ Compast heaps that are sea led aff due to ha bitatian by sl&worms

and stag beetles
~ Wildflower meadow creatian
~ Acid grassland improvement
~ Hedges planted an 2 sites
~ Wetla nds restored
~ ponds created

FIELD To FORK

Currently providing 94 meals per
day for vulnerable students who are
choosing between heating and
eating.

Students learn about healthy eating
and how to prepare and cook low
cost meals with fresh seasonal
produce.

1MO BIRD MXE5 9 BUG HOTELS BUILT

IMPACT:
~ Attracting mare birds and wildlife ta the training

graLrnds and sLlrlaundlhg areas
~ Irn proving biodiversity of sites
~ Supporting pollinators

j-
7



ART IN STATS
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417 INDIVIDUALS ATTENDING COURSES

~ Improving Mental Health
~ Improving their environment and the

natural world
~ Learning new skills
~ Making new friends

22492 TOTAL GUIQEQ LEARNING

HOURS

725'3@with a Confirmed disability
diagnosis

15%OF PARTICPANTS

INTO EMPLOYMENT

41%OF PARTICIPANTS

INTO

FLIRTHER EDLICATION

207 INQIVIQUALS ATTENDING RRP

COLIRSES

~ Helping our Veterans and service people
~ Signatories of the Armed Forces

Covenant
~ Improving Mental Health

3542 RRP GLIIDED LEARNING

HOURS

100%wounded and injured service
personnel in the process of medical
discharge

9396 increase in confidence aRer the course

ARMED FORCES

COVENANT

94% increase in reported wellbeing after the
course

3412 DAYS OF LEARNING

ATTENDED BY OUR STUDENTS

~ Learning new skills together
~ Improved confidence of our

learners
~ Time spent in a secure and safe

environment
34%OF PARTICIPANTS INTOlFLIRTHER VOLUNTEERING!



CASE STUDY A
A is in his 50's with children of whom he is very proud and one young grandchild. Although he lives alone,
he is keen to maintain contact with his family despite historical difficulties with this.
He was referred via the DWP, having been out of work for a while. A remvenng drug addict, attendance
was part of his recovery maintenance programme, attempting to replace long periods of self-isolation
and withdrawal with meaningful, life-enhancing activities. Serious problems developed in the life of one
of his family members and he started using heroin again in his attempt to cope, therefore piecing him at
risk of dropping out and becoming a serious user again.
A received regular and weekly intact by the murse tutor, both when he was in attendance and in the
weeks when he failed to attend, together with additional support of the wellbeing mentor who explored

his maladaptive mping behaviour and signpost him to more appropriate support, ie, seeking a mental

health referral from the GP/rebhab. The whole group were supportive and encouraging, especially when

he appeared to be withdrawn and obviously troubled.

A decision was made to support this family member, as A was visibly struggling to manage the
distressing situation in a healthy way. Therefore, intact was made directly to this relative (A having

gained permission for this contact to be made) and the landlord who was threatening eviction was
subsequently contacted and details exchanged. With further permission, e full referrel was made to the
appropriate homelessness officer dmling with adults under 25.
Information was exchanged between A, the family member and the mentor through emails and

telephone conversations. The landlord had given an extra period before eviction and follow- up was
made with the homelessness section who had not made contact after 4 weeks, No longer critical, further

advocacy and support will continue as the situation evolves. A has subsequently managed to attend a
full week of attendance at a woodworking level I cless, which he thoroughly enjoyed and in which he
successfully participated. He is now actively seeking voluntary work.

CASE STUDY C
C was seriously injured in a car accident, which altered his life completely, From being a respected zoo
keeper, he was fighting for his life and left with a brain injury, epilepsy and memory loss.
When he started with ART he wes homeless, living under a railway erch. We assisted him to liaise with

the local housing association, Eastlight, and by managing to obtain medical records and act as an

intermediary we were successfully in helping him to become housed. This allowed him to focus more on
his studies, however other struggles were to also come up, including needing oil for his heating system,
as he was in a rural property, which was E600, He had no spare funds at all and was already struggling to
eat and cope financially, which meant that we also assisted with foodbank and community fridge

referrals. We were able to liaise further with Eastlight and they kindly agreed to fund him for the oil so
that he could cope through the cold winter.

Having completed his qualifications with us, he was able to move into a volunteering role to assist
others, and thee with advice and assistance including a referral to Colbea. he was able to start his own

gardening business. He has been successfully growing his business with referrals from customers
increasing demand, and further referrals have been made for him to get further help from Access to
Work to help him reach customers further afield to grow his business further, as his epilepsy means that
he cannot regain his driving licenm himself. He is now also looking to take on more staff and grow his

business further,



CASE STUDY B
B was living at home with his parents and has a diagnosis of Asperger's syndrome: verbally advanced

and capable but lacking confidence and ability socially and emotionally.

B was referred by the DWP as step towards volunteering and /or employment, Always polite and helpful,

he gradually disclosed ebout his homelife and the fact that his mother was terminelly ill. He was then

having to prepare himself for her doth and how his life would change. Regular counselling support was
given and with a whole-team approach, Ben got through and maintained his attendance and achieved
more confidence.
Following the death of his mother, his father's health and mobility which had been managed by his
mother, became a problem for him. Eventuelly, his father was admitted for life-changing surgery and

became sub sequerrtly chair4ound.
It was noted that his diet and general self-care were slowly deteriorating and concerns for his well-being

were rising. A referral, with permission, was made to adult social care. An arrangement was made to
meet with him at the learning site and he requested that the mentor also be present, A plan was made
for a home visit where both his and his fathers unmet needs could be assessed,
However, this was overtaken by the rapidly deteriorating relationship between B and his father, who was
becoming verbally and emotionally abusive. B sought support via text and emails with the mentor at this
time and at the point where he was told by his father to leave the home, the social worker was contacted
again. She had already referred him to the Peabody Trust and other community links. He was then

evicted from the family home. and with the assistance of the CBH team, particularly Heidi. we were able
to assist him to gain emergency accommodation, without which he wes severely vulnerable due to his

issues.
He is now settled in his new accommodation, and has really started to make progress with his

confidenm and wellbeing —a marked change from the situation he was in, which was high risk. We are

now confident that he can continue to grow further with our assistance and gain further independence

including gaining part time employment at two different employers! He continues to attend to help

manage his wellbeing which he fits around his employment.

CASE STUDY D

0 is a middle-aged lady who on her first day was anxious around people she hadn't met before and

worried she "wouldn't fit in".

0's confidence was very low, and although she has her own garden, her growing of plants and vegetables
had often been a disaster and she was keen to learn how to grow properly' to enable her to use the
plants and vegetables in her cooking. 0 had elso been caping with illness over severel years and has
researched growing specific foods which would benefit and improve her heelth & wellbeing.
0's confidence has improved, with her regularly enjoying group discussions on soil, propagation, pests,
diseases and successful growing as well as carrying out practical and physical tasks.
Siam joining. D has been able to build positive friendships and has become part of the group, regularly

commenting on all things growing. as well as cooking cakes from vegetables and bringing them to the
course for ell to sample. 0 has recently chosen to epply to ART for the pmition of e tutor support
assistant, as well as continuing Level 2 Horticulture to further her knowledge and skills.
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ABBERTON RURAL TRAINING

TRUSTEES' REPORT

FOR 7lff YfAR EN' 0 3J IHARCH 2022

The Trustees present their report and financial statements for the year ended 31 March 2022.

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the accounting policies set out in note 1 to
the financial statements and comply with the charity's Constitution, the Charities Act 2011 and "Accounting

and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their
accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the VK and Republic of Ireland

(FRS 102)"(as amended for accounting periods commencing from 1 January 2016].

Objectives and activities
The objects of the Charity are:

~ The advancement of education, training or retiaining and
~ The relief of those ln need ln particular but not exclusively among unemployed people in Essex

providing them with work experience, volunteering opportunities, mentorlng and rural

employability and craft skills courses, and by supporting their re-integration back into the rural

community or by such other means as may from time to time be determined subJect to the prior

written consent of the Charity Commission for England and Wales.

ART is and will remain a not for profit organisation focused on helping to develop the skills needed for Jobs ln

the rural economy of Essex. We are 'A Place to Grow".

Our visionis: Abberton Rural Training will deliver a participant led programme of quality rural skills training

with a particular focus on individual support to those facing social and emotional barriers or disadvantage,

improving confidence and holistic wellbeing, Enabling progression to training, further education,
employment/self-employment or volunteering whilst protecting and enhancing the environment,

To deliver this vision ART must be sustainable in the long term so that it can continue to deliver training

services. In doing this ART will adopt the following aims. ART will:

~ Focus on education and through that also deliver benefits in terms of improved employability and wellbeing
~ Focus on meeting skills needs in the iural community
~ Provide a route back into training and careers for those who are temporarily excluded from the jobs market
~ Support those who ar'e struggling to entei' the jobs market for the fii'st time
~ Support people who need new skills and strategies to adapt to changes in the jobs market
~ Support those with mental health oi physical health issues or other barriers
~ Promote the opportunities for rewarding careers in i'ural industries including the land, woodlands,
conservation, envii'onment, water management sector, construction and crafts.

In pursuing this vision, the Charity is committed to making a real difference to the lives of people ln rural

Essex by focussing on helping those who are outside the workforce, education and training to re-engage with

training. The aim is to equip trainees with the confidence, skills and qualifications to enable them to progress
into employment, self-employment or further education and training. In doing this, the Charity will help

employers to secure the motivated, skill ed and qualified staff they need to grow their organisations, and in

turn to stren~en the rural economy.
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ABBERTON RURAL TRAINING

TRUSTEES' REPORT (CONTINUED j
FOR THf YEAR fNGEO92 h44RCH 2022

In addition to the benefits the Charity brings to its participants, the local community and society through the
education it offers, the Charity's help and assistance to those in need including mentoring, advocacy and rural

employability create a social asset and so reduces the long term costs to the Exchequer. Our estimated Social

Value, as calculated by Essex County Council, gave an estimate of E3.5million plus an estimated E8million in

suicide prevention value (HM Government estimate).

The Trustees are responsible for setting a strategy for achieving the objectives they have set. The focus is on
the development of participants and their educational and social progress and to widen further the access to
the education the Charity provides,

The Strategy, as reviewed in January 2022, sets out our priorities:

Deliver a programme of relevant land based, rural skills and construction courses to at least 750
participants p.a. by December 2023 and to be in a position to aim to reach 1000 participants by

December 2025.
~ Review portfolio of courses to ensure that they remain relevant to the target audience, local authority

and government and prospective employers in the light of CCIVID, Brexit and other issues, new

technology and other changes that may occur
~ Develop a network of ovtreach facilities and partnerships to provide relevant courses within

acceptable distanoes of its core markets In achieving this, the operational focvs for ART is to deliver a
range of rural and construction skills covrses for trainees of all ages.

Focus will be maintained on six linked enabling areas (organisational structure, premises, staffing, ICT,

marketing and financial perFormance) to achieve and maintain a sustainable business which delivers ART's

strategic objectives. This will Include;

t) Service
~ Course portfolio —develop and maintain a portfolio of courses which stays current with both trainee
and employer demands, whilst being fundable and aligned with ART's strategic focus on those who
are disadvantaged, outside the jobs market or at risk of exclusion From the training and jobs market in

the rural economy.
2] En abling:

~ Qrganisational structure- ART will continue to operate as a charitable organisation (CIO)
~ Staffing —continue to ensure appropriate cover for roles with a senior management team enabling a
focus on high quality training delivery supported by a team of core and contract tutors with

appropriate relationship management, communication and business development and robust
financial control assisted where appropriate by external professionals.
~ Premises —main locations will continue at the present time at Chatham Green as Administrative HQ,

and Wormingford as an additional main operational site with satellite partner sites providing

additional coverage across the county and fvrthei afield as appropriate, The Board and senior
management will continve to regularly i'eview the strategy for' main premises for' ART.
~ Maiketing —continue to develop and implement a maiketing stiategy which focvses on keeping
ART's profile as a lead provider and resource with potential trainees, delivery partners and funding

bodies via engagement and promotion of ART's provision
~ Compliance- ensure that ART remains fully compliant with all appropriate legislation
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ABBERTON RURAL TRAINING

TRUSTEES' REPORT (CONTINUED)

FOR THf YEAR fNGEO32 h44RCH 2022

In taking forward the Charity's strategy, the Charity will:

~ Review the Charity's courses, progress and achievements;
~ Ensure the range of courses available to its participants is meeting their needs;
~ Invest in establishing the necessary infrastructure of the Charity;
~ Cooperate and work with public bodies, other charities, community organisations and partners; and
~ Continue to review and develop its methods to ensure wider access to participants from all backgrounds.

Abberton Rural Training (ART) is a charitable trust which seeks to benefit the public through the pursuit of its

stated aims. Its courses are free to participants in order to ensure accessibility for all, and particularly those
from difficult backgrounds or in difficult ciroumstances including homelessness.

The Charity welcomes participants from all backgrounds, The Charity has continued to seek to be all

inclusive, particularly to those in isolation seeking to be trained on rural skills, We continue to ensure our
courses are accessible to all. An individual's economic status, health, gender, ethnicity, race, religion or
disability does not form part of the Charity's acceptance processes,

The Charity is an equal opportunities organisation and is committed to a working environment that is free
from any form of discrimination on the grounds of colour, race, ethnicity, religion, sex, sexual orientation or
disability, the Charity makes reasonable adjustments ta meet the needs af staff or participants who are or
become disa bled.

The Charity is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of Its participants and expects all staff
and volunteers to share this commitment. We have had significant welfare cases this year, including the
prevention of suicide, and we consider that our support and interventions have majorly assisted in the
avoidance of 5 potential suicides during this financial year with 14 red risk cases. We have worked closely with

Essex Adult Social Care to ensure the correct safeguarding procedures have been in place and have been
effective.

The Trustees have paid due regard to guidance issued by the Chatty Commission ln deciding what activities
the charity should undertake.

Achievements and performance
The Charity has oontinued to evolve and develop courses, subject to funding availability and demand.
Current courses for this year include Horticulture, Land Based Studies, Countryside &. Environment,

Woodlands, Construction, Carpentry, Rural Crafts and Textiles. We provide courses for people over 16, with

our eldest student this year being 83. We have general adult groups, together with separate groups to
facilitate accessibility for NEETs, SEN, Wounded and Injured Service Personnel (Rustic Recover Programme-
RRP), Domestic Abuse victims, Moderate Learning Difficulties and multiple disadvantage groups,
417 individual participants took part in these ART courses in the academic year 2021/22 with 3412 learning

days completed with a total of 22,492 Guided Learning Hours provided.

We further continued to work with vulnerable and isolated people and families with ovr Stay at Home, Grow

Your Own Project, which has provided packs to a fvrther 950 households across Essex this year, in partnership
with Active Essex in addition to the 1550already in vse.
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ABBERTON RURAL TRAINING

TRUSTEES' REPORT (CONTINUED j
FOR THf YEAR fNGEO92 h44RCH 2022

The Charity's work continues work at locations throughout Essex, including our main head office at Chatham

Green, together with Wormingford; Stow Maries Great War Aerodrome; Blackwater Leisure Centre, Maldon;

Kennedy Way, Clacton; Cressing; Hadleigh and a new site at Chelmsford. We will also be working from
September at two Country Parks in partnership with Essex County Council —Hadleigh Country Park and Great
Notley Country Park.

The Charity has been awarded The Queens Award for Voluntary Service and recognised by the High Sheriff,
Rural Business Awards, winning two National awards for Best Rural Social Enterprise, Charity or Community

Project and Triumph Over Adversity Award.

Financial review

The Charity's Reserves Policy requires ART's minimum unrestricted funds neither committed nor invested in

tangible assets (i.e. the charity's minimvm 'Free Core Charitable Funds' or 'Free Reserves') to be sufficien to
enable the charity to meet its next three months' direct expenditvre on its unrestricted activities and, in

addition, its next three months' expenditure on all its support costs, as defined in Note l .5 to the Financial

Statements.

As at 3l March 2022 this equated to a minimum requirement of E 60,l50 in Resenres.

This is however the minimum requirement, and the Board had set a target for resenres of E70,(XR - f75,QM

for end of 2iD22, which we have exceeded, and Ising to f1(R,QM by the end of March 2023 to ensure
adequate protection of courses and provision without intermption.

The actual Reserves as at 31"March 2022 amounted to f82,435.87.

The Trustees have assessed the major risks to which the charity is exposed, and are satisfied that systems are
in place to mitigate exposure to the major risks,

The Board of Trustees review the charity's Risk Register at each of its bi-monthly meetings. The main strategic
risks facing the charity going forward are:

1, Loss of key staff
2, Security of assets
3. Lack of ongoing funding

4. Loss of reputation

Internal financial risks are minimised through the implementation of robust financial control procedvres
including regvlar reports to the Board of Trustees, Loss of key staff has been a challenge this year due to
COVID continuing and long-term illness of two members of staff. Further recruitment of new staff has helped

reduce this impact and risk.

The Charity continues to develop further partnerships and funding opportunities to increase further the
number of participants able to participate in its programmes, liaislng with over 1(%different organisations for
referrals and partnerships. ART recognises the importance of working with others and will work to ensure lt

has and maintains clear partnerships in place with:

Page 7 af 18



~ One or more strategic educational partner(s) (currently ACL) who can help it to access funding opportunities
and/or validate ART's course provision (with a preference for an FE College provider as its core partner)

ABBERTON RURAL TRAINING

TRUSTEES' REPORT (CONTINUEDj

FOR THf YEAR fNGEO32 h44RCH 2022

~ Councils, DWP, l3fE, Essex Community Foundation (ECF), Active Essex, businesses and other strategic
partners who have funding to support training
~ Colleges and employers who can offer progression opportunities for those trained by ART

~ Local landlords including Eastlight Community Homes, CB Homes, CSH, Phoenix Homes, Peabody etc,

Going forward we will continue to liaise with local and national government bodies including the
Department of Work and Pensions, the Police and South East Local Enterprise Partnership (SELEP], the High

Sheriff of Essex and Essex County Council Employability and Skills team and other charity organisations,
such as Essex Community Fund, to ensure that the Charity's programme and courses remain relevant and up
to date with local requirements, particular skills shortage relevant to local rural employment opportunities.

The Charity continues to develop a network of outreach facilities to provide relevant courses within

acceptable distanoes to meet the demands and needs of the community aligned with the Charity's strategic
focus for those who are outside the jobs market or at risk of exdusion from training and the jobs market in the
mral community. The Charity continues to work with Adult Community Learning to help access funding

opportunities and/or validate the Charity's course provision.

The Charity anticipates that its future plans will continue to be financed primarily from funding income

(generally on an annual cycle) and therefore the Board of Trustees continue to maintain an appropriate
balance between delivery for the benefit of current partlclpants and ensuring a sound infrastructure and

financial base are preserved for future participants.

The Charity's marketing approach focuses on raising the Charity's profile with potential trainees, delivery

partners and funding bodies through engagement and promotion of the work and success of the Charity's

work. Our social media profile has increased further this year, with over 109,058 a rise of 457% from 2020/21.
We have released over 40 videos on You Tube, as well as continually reviewing and upgrading our website,

Structure, governance and management

The Charity operates under a constitution of a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (Association IVIodel),

with the date of the constitution (last amended) of 8th September 2016 and was sealed by the Charity

Commissioners for England and Wales on 19th September 2016 which included the regulations for
appointment of trustees,

The Trustees who served during the year and up to the date of signature of the financial statements were:

Anne Brown (Chair)

Andrew 6 rimwade
Anna MacDonald
Tlna Morgan (resigned July 2021I
Paul Hinsley

Alistair Heron

Tristan Bourne

The Board of Trustees are responsible for the overall management and control of the Charity and meet at least
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six times a year. The work of implementing their policies is carried ovt by the Chief Executive Officer and
reviewed and amended or accepted by the Board of Trustees,

ABBERTON RURAL TRAINING

TRUSTEES' REPORT (CONTINUED j
FOR THf YEAR fNGEO32 h44RCH 2022

The Charity's Chief Executive Officer is responsible for co-ordinating the work of the Board of Trustees and

any sub-committees as may be required, preparation of papers and management accounts and the review of
matters arising.

The Trustees determine the general policy of the Charity. The day to day running of the Charity is delegated
to the Chief Executive Oflicer,

All trustees give their time freely, The trustees receive no remuneration, No trustee expenses were paid in this

year.

The Trvstees' report was approved by the Board of Trvstees.

Trustee

Dated:. . .8"July 2022
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ABBERTON RURAL TRAINING

STATEMENT OF TRUSTEES' RESPONSIBILITIES

FOR THf YEAR fNGEO92 h44RCH 2022

The Trustees are responsible for preparing the Trustees' Report and the financial statements in accordance
with applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards (Vnited Kingdom Generally Accepted
Accounting Pi aclice).

The law applicable to charities in England and Wales requires the Trustees to prepare financial statements for
each financial year which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charity and of the incoming

resources and application of resouices of the charity for that year.

In preparing these financial statements, the Trustees are required to:

—select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;
—observe the methods and principles in the Charities SQRP;
—make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;
—state whether applicable accounting standards have been followed, subject to any material departures
disclosed and explained in the financial statements; and
—prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the
charity will continue in operation.

The Trustees are responsible for keeping sufficient amounting records that disclose with reasonable accuracy
at any time the financial position of the charity and enable them to ensure that the financial statements
comply with the Charities Act 2011, the Charity (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 and the provisions of
the trust deed, They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charity and hence for taking

reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities.
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INDEPENDENT EXAMINER'5 REPORT

TQ THE TRUSTK E$ OF ABBERTON RURAL TRAINING

I report to the Trustees on my examination of the financial statements of Abberton Rural Training (the
charity) for the year ended 3i March 2022,

Responsibilities and basis of report
As the Trustees of the charity you are responsible for the preparation of the financial statements in

accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 20ii (the 20ii Actj.

I report in respect of my examination of the charity's financial statements carried out under section 145 of
the 2011 Act. In carrying out my examination I have followed all the applicable Directions given by the
Charity Commission under section 145(5)(bI of the 2011 Act.

Independent examiner's statement
Your attention ls drawn to the fact that the charity has prepared financial statements in accordance with

Aocounting and Reporting by Charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting
Standard applicable in the VK and Republic of Ireland (F RS 102] in preference to the Accounting and
Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice issued on 1 April 2005 which is referred to in

the extant regulations but has now been withdrawn,

I understand that this has been done in order for financial statements to provide a true and fair view in

accordance with Generally Accepted Accounting Practice effective for reporting periods beginning on or
after 1January 2015.

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no matters have come to my attention in connection with

the examination giving me cause to believe that in any material respect:

accounting records were not kept in respect of the charity as required by section 130 of the 2011 Act;
ol

2. the financial statements do not accord with those records; or
3. the financial statements do not comply with the applicable requirements concerning the form and

content of accounts set out ln the Charities (Accounts and Repom) Regulations 20C8 other than any
requirement that the accounts give a true and fair view which is not a matter considered as part of an

Indepen dent exa ml nation.

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to which

attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the financial

statements to be reached.

Paul Pritcha rd F FA

Abacus Accountancy
105 Courtyard Studios
Bra lntree
Essex
CM7 3AN

Dated: 8~ July 2022
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ABBERTON RURAL TRAINING

STATEMEM OF F INANCIAL ACllVmES

INCLUDING INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT

FOR 7lfE YfAR EN' 0 3J h44RCH 2022

Unrestricted
funds
2022

Notes f

Restricted Total
funds
2022 2022

f

Vnrest Wcted

funds
2021
f

Income front:
Donations and legades
Charitable activities

Investments

3 48,573.70 48,573.70 10,163
4 232,9&6.67 153+89.32 386,575.99 152,465
5 9.63 9.63 38

Total Income 28',570.00 153,589.32 435,LI982 l62,666

Expenditure on:
Charitable activities 253,629.87 173,080.14 426,710.01 190,967

Net texpenditure)/Irrconre far the year/
Net mwement In funds

Fund balances at 1 April 2021

27,940.l3

54,495.74

I[19,49M2)

19,490332

8W9.31 I28,301)

73,986.56 82,797

Fund balances at 31 March 2tI22 MQ 82,435,87 54~

The statement of financial activities includes all gains and losses recognised in the year.

All income and expenditure derive from continuing activities.
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ABBERTON RURAL TRAINING

BAEANCE SHEET

A$ AT 3f AfARCH 2022

Notes

2021

Fixed Assets
Ta ngible Assets 5,500 5,500

Current assets

Debtors

Cash at bank and in hand 90,986 79,674

Creditors: amounts falling due within one
year

90,986

(l4,050)

79,674

(11,187j

Net current assets 79,936 68,487

Total net assets of the charity 82,436 73.987

Incoiue funds

Restri cted funds

Llnrestricted funds 82,436

19,490

54,497

82,436 73,987

The flnandal statements were approved by the Trustees on ...

Anne Brown

Chair of Trustees
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ABBERTON RURAL TRAINING

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

FOR THf YEAR fNGEO92 h44RCH 2022

i.Amounting policies

Charity informatfon
Abberton Rural Training is a Charitable lncoiporated Organisation, incorporated in England 5 Wales.

i.1 Accounting convention

The financial statements have been prepared in accordanoe with the charity's Constitvtion, the Charities

Act 20ll and 'Accounting and Reporting by Charities. Statementof Recommended Piactice applicable to
charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the
UK and Republic of ireland (FRS 102)" (as amended for accounting periods commencing firom 1 January
2016).The charity Is a Public Benefit Entity as defined by FRS 102.

The charity has taken advantage of the provisions in the SORP for chaiities applying FRS le Llpdate

Bulletin 1 not to prepare a Statement of Cash Flows.

The financial statements have departed from the Charities (A+aunts and Reports) Regulations 2(X38 only

to the extent required to provide a true and fair view. This departure has involved following the Statement
of Recommended Practice for charities applying FRS 102 rather than the version of the Statement of
Recommended Practice which is referred to in the Regulations but which has since been withdrawn.

The financial statements are prepared in sterling, which is the functional currency of the charity.

The financial statements have been prepared under the historical cost convention, The principal

accounting policies adopted are set out below.

1.2 Going concern
At the time of approving the financial statements, the Trvstees have a reasonable expectation that the
charity has adequate resources to continve in operational existence for the foreseeable fvtvre, Thus the
Trustees continue to adopt the going concern basis of accovnting in preparing the financial statements,

1.3 Charitable funds
Unrestricted funds comprise grants and donations, conti act income and other income ieceivable or
generated for the objects of the charity without fvrthei specified purpose. In ART's case this includes the
charity's commissioning grants from Essex County Council, which is applied across all the charity's objects
and are fully utllised over the course of the year. Unrestricted funds which are not utilised during the year
are carried forward as general funds.

Designated funds are unrestricted funds earmarked by the trustees for particular purposes.

Restricted funds are subject to specific conditions by donors as to how they may be used. The purposes
and uses of the restricted funds are set out in the notes to the financial statements.

1.4 Income
Income is recognised when the charity is legally entitled to it after any performance conditions have been
met, the amounts can be measured reliably, and it is probable that income will be received.
Cash donations are recognised on receipt, Other donations are recognised once the charity has been
notified of the donation, unless performance conditions require deferral of the amount.
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ABBERTON RURAL TRAINING

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED)

FOR THf YEAR fNGEO92 h44RCH 2022

1Accounting policies (Continued)

1.5 Expenditure
Expenditure is accounted for on an accruals basis. All income and expenditure is allocated to a particular

activity where it relates directly to that activity. Support functions (induding finance, human resources,
facilities management and governance) are apportioned across the activities that the functions support.
Overhead oosts (including office running costs and consumables, information technology, insurances
and affiliation fees) are similarly apportioned. To the extent that activity-related funding agreements
allow, support costs are apportioned to activities based on the full-time equivalent number of staff
employed within that activity.

8trsicP'nancW msets
Basic financial instruments are initially recognised at transaction value and subsequently measured at
amortised cost, Financial assets comprise cash at bank and in hand, together with trade and other debtors,
A specific provision is made for debts for which recoverability is in doubt. Cash at bank and in hand is

defined as all cash held in instant acoess bank accounts and used as working capital, Financial liabilities

held at amortised cost comprise all creditors except social security and other taxes, deferred income and

provisions,

1.6 ENt ployee benefits
The cost of any unused holiday entitlement is recognised in the period ln which the employee's services
are received. Termination benefits are recognised immediately as an expense when the charity is

demonstrably committed to terminate the employment of an employee or to provide termination benefits.

2 Crttlcal accounting estimates and Judgements
In the application of the charity's accounting policies, the Trustees are required to make judgements,
estimates and assumptions about the carrying amount of assets and liabilities that are not readily apparent
from other sources. The estimates and associated assumptions are based on historical experience and

other factors that are considered to be relevant. Actual results may differ from these estimates.

The estimates and underlying assumptions are reviewed on an ongoing basis, Revisions to accounting
estimates are recognised in the period in which the estimate is revised where the revision affects only that
period, or in the period of the revision and future periods where the revision affects both current and

future periods.

B Denations and legacies

Unrestricted
Funds

Restricted
funds

Total Totxd

funds

2022 2021
E

Donations and legades 48,573.70 48,573,70 10,163
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4 Charitable activitas
Unrestricted

Funds
Restricted
funds

Total Total
funds

Services provided under contract 232,986.67 153389,32 386,575.99 206,769

5 Investments

Unrestricted Total
funds

2021

Investments —interest receivable 9,63 38

6 Charitable activities Education
k baining

%22

Educatiorr
4'e traitting

%21

Staff costs
Education and training
Rent a nd venue hire
Repairs and rnaintenancx.

Printing, postage and stationary

Telephony and internet

Travel and subsistence (now incl, small purchases)
Off ice expenses
Professional fees (incl. RCCE previous staff costs(fees)
insurance
Memberships
Bank charges
Share of governance costs
Other expenses

167~.96
129,186.22

42&2.6$
17~2.93
1+16,67
1~7.56

49~.63

0.00
94.57

3&6.00
96.IX

5,141.10
7352.22

120353
42,802

9,760
2,306

1,014
1,405

l4,988
1,087

27,073
1,975

276
69

2,673
0

Total 426,71'

Attalysis by fttttd
Unrestricted funds

Restricted funds

253+29.87
173PSD.14

l9D,967
34+14

426,71'
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7 Support Costs
Support
Costs

Governance
costs
E

Support
costs

Governance 2021
costs
f f

Accountancy 835 4,M6 5,l4l 1,233 l~ 2,673

835 4,M6 5,141 1,233 1~ 2,673

Analysed between
Charitable acthrltles 835 4,M6 5,141 1,233 1~ 2,673

Governance costs Includes fees payable to the independent examiners of f1~

8 Trustees

No payments or remuneration from the charity was paid to Trustees (or any persons connected with them)
during the year.

9 Employees

Number of employees
Tle average manthly number Of emplOyeeS during the year waS:

2022
Number

l2

2021
Number

6

Employment Casts

Staff cost salaries
Education salaries

2022
f
167~.96
115~7.22

2021
E

126,353
30,979

10 Financial Instrttrnents

Canying amount of financial assets

l3ebt instruments measured at arnortised cust

Carryinll; amount of flnartciai liabilities
Measured at arnortised cost 14,050.16 11,187

ll Debtors

Amounts falling due within one year-. 2021

Trade debtors
Other debtors
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12 Creditors: amounts falling due within one year:

Creditors

2022

14,D50.16

2021
E
11,187

14,ll50.16 11,187

13 Analysis of net assets between funds
Unrestricted
Funds
2022

Restricted
funds
2022

Total Unrestricted
funds

2022 2021
E

Fund balances at 31 March 2l322 are represented
by;

Current assets( liabilities) 82,436 54,497

82,436 54,497
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