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It has been a difficult year for all of us.  For the Jewish community in 
Gondar, the initial response to the virus resulted in the shutting down of 
all public transport and as a result many businesses were forced to close.  
There have been few cases of COVID, but the conflict in Tigray which 
erupted at the same time, added to a sense of unease and instability. Most
of our beneficiaries were unable to work – and while a rent holiday helped 
somewhat, there were no social benefits available to members of the  
community and with no savings there was a real question as to how to 
survive. Meketa decided that despite our reservations about ‘handouts’ as
a means of helping the community develop, this was an emergency that 
needed an immediate response. Initially we provided masks for the 
children and soap for families, but soon agreed to provide tef, oil and  
chickpeas for a limited period.  As COVID continued, we extended this 
project, pausing only on the months when other international charities 
provided food for the whole community.  From December on, we reduced 
the amount and asked that it be given only to the most needy cases. 
There is still a little food available to help in the next month or two.

Our major fundraiser, planned for April had to be cancelled as did the 
Jewish Renaissance tour of Ethiopia that was to take place in November. 
This meant a major loss of income for us, while the outgoings remained 
fairly static.  Salaries still needed to be paid whether or not there was 
work to be done.  We launched an appeal in April which brough in enough 
money to provide the first three months of food, and there was a steady 
flow of donations through the year.  We held fund raising zoom quizzes in 
North London, Maidenhead, Newcastle, and two in the South West of 
England which proved very successful, reaching the target we had put for 
these events and bringing in some new donors.  We have had a number of
donations through the year which has been encouraging, since there has 
been a fear as to how long our current funds will last.

The Chair attended a Charity Commission series of webinars  for 
international NGOs  on running your charity through COVID and was 
encouraged to discover that many of their recommendations are things 
we already have in place.  A new connections was built this year with the 
organisation ‘Small but significant.’  The connection will be of great 
benefit as we can mutually help each other when we return to regular 
visits to Ethiopia.  The Wingate football clubs donated a large amount of 
spare football kit, which, because of COVID we had great difficulty getting 
out to them.  More kit has been promised for next year.

We spent some of the year looking for someone to establish an American 
branch of Meketa to enable US citizens to donate easily and receive tax 
relief.  This has been progressing slowly, with no full outcome as yet.  
More successful was the launch of our new website. 
One positive outcome this year was the establishment of a monthly zoom 
meeting between our senior workers and the trustees. It is good to get 



direct, first-hand information for us, and it is hoped that it was a bit of a 
morale booster for them.

COVID has not had the devastating effect in Ethiopia it has had here in 
terms of lives lost, but the cost to livelihood has been enormous and will 
continue to have its effect.  We will have many challenges still, in the year
ahead.

Sybil A. Romain 21.3.21






























