
Lagoon View Community Orchard

Chair’s Report for 2025

The year has been successful in many ways but ended with anxiety about 
the future. 

The orchard survived the very dry spells of the summer well, with bumper 
apple and pear crops. One tree has been lost to a canker infection. 
Working parties have been sparsely attended but enough work has been 
done to maintain a good standard of care. Many thanks to those who were
able to contribute. 

Events included a successful summer BBQ, apple pressing in October and 
some spirited carol singing round a log fire in December. 

Our major concern has been the proposal by Pearce Construction Ltd to 
access the fields to the west of Lagoon View via a new road access, 
through the orchard. Other compensatory land was proposed, but public 
reaction has been implacably opposed. We currently wait for the expected
planning application to appear. 

We have received encouraging support from local councillors and our MP. 
Numerous emails to Planning Officers have sought clarity over the Public 
Open Space status of the orchard. The upcoming revision of the Local Plan
has also been questioned. My particular thanks to Bob Walters and Paul 
Harwood for their energy and expertise in these areas. Paul has 
constructed a website for the Orchard, met with much acclaim. Other 
committee members have contributed information and research evidence 
which helps our case. It is clear that access to the fields through the 
orchard is entirely unnecessary, with an obvious alternative from the main
road. 

We have joined the Open Spaces Association and the Environmental Law 
Foundation, which may well be able to assist in the fight to come. 

I very much welcome our new committee members, bringing new skills 
and energy to what was a small group. We currently number 15 members!

We approach 2026 with determination to preserve a much-valued public 
facility.

Pete Thorn

Chair
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General  Account - Last updated - 31.12.25
Date Item Donor/Recipient Type IN OUT Ref Balance

01.01.25 Balance from 2024 £1,004.83

10.01.25 Public Liability Insurance (AON LTD) BACS £80.00 £924.83

20.01.25 RHS Annual Renewal Trudie Marsh BACS £47.00 £877.83

06.03.25 4 Bags of manure Pete Thorn BACS £18.00 £859.83

30.05.25 Open Spaces Society - Annual Fee Pete Thorn BACS £45.00 £814.83

06.06.25 Donation Chris Broadhead CASH £10.00 £824.83

08.07.25 Give As You Live Donation BACS £19.64 £844.47

18.07.25 Summer BBQ Profit & Donations CASH £129.00 £973.47

28.08.25 Petrol for mower Pete Thorn BACS £25.25 £948.22

10.09.25 ELF (Environmental Law Foundation) Donation Pete Thorn BACS £100.00 £848.22

17.10.25 Apple Pressing Donations CASH £14.00 £862.22

19.12.25 RHS Annual Renewal Trudie Marsh BACS £47.00 £815.22

TOTALS £172.64 £362.25 £815.22


