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The impact of the Covid-19 pandemic continued to be felt 
throughout 2021, with the Hall again completely closed in the early 
part of the year. The easing of government restrictions as the year 
went on saw a gradual return to regular use, but we continued to be 
cautious in our approach to accepting bookings. Careful control of 
expenditure, and continued government support, have enabled us 
to maintain our position financially, and even add to our buildings 
fund.

Administration. In addition to the AGM, the committee met five 
times during the year, once in person, and on four occasions by 
Zoom. We have not yet succeeded in finding a new Treasurer but 
the reduced level of activity during the year has allowed us to keep 
our finances under tight control.

Finance. Once again, lockdown restrictions have limited our usual 
sources of income.  Bookings improved as the year went on, but we 
continued only to admit organised groups with limited numbers. As 
a result, our income from hire of the hall was only around forty 
percent of pre-pandemic levels. We did not hold major fundraising 
fairs during the year, but two smaller events before Christmas made
a useful contribution to our funds.

Utility bills have again reflected lower usage of the hall, and we 
have kept other expenses to a minimum.

This year, we have received grant aid from the government, 
amounting to total of £16, 573. This alone accounts for the healthy 
surplus which we bring forward at the year end.

Improvements. Plans for the rear access to the hall were 
submitted to building control. As a result of concerns over adequate 
fire exits for disabled users, we are now seeking planning permission
for improvements to the ramp at the front entrance, to be carried 
out alongside the work on the rear access. We have so far received 
one quote for the rear access work. We are seeking a second before 
we make a final decision on a contractor, but are now confident that
we have sufficient funds to carry out this work during 2022.

Use of the hall. Keeping to government guidelines has limited use 
of the hall in 2021, and some previous clients have either ceased to 
operate or found other ways of doing so. We were particularly sorry 
to say goodbye to the Friday night Bingo, which has run at the hall 
for over 20 years. 



As restrictions were lifted, we saw the return of the New Life Church,
PIlates, the Village Band, and Oxfordshire Woodturners. We now 
have regular yoga sessions at the hall, and occasional visits from 
the Coptic Church. A major new user is Daybreak, which runs 
dementia daycare sessions on Mondays. The Parish Council is also 
using us for some of its meetings.

Events. Saturday Afternoon Teas have replaced our previous 
Saturday Coffee Shop events. After a first very successful alfresco 
event on the Spring Bank Holiday, we held teas every month. 

There were no large fundraising fairs in 2021, but we invited a 
limited number of stall holders to join us in November and 
December, which boosted takings for those two months.

Volunteers. I would like to thank all our trustees and volunteers for
their hard work throughout this difficult year. Especial thanks go to 
Maggie Willis for all her work on bookings and caretaking and to 
June White for her help at events and with work in the garden. Julian
Armistead has continued to be a most efficient minutes secretary, 
and Saroj Patel-Hall has kept us supplied with the most delicious 
cakes for our events. We are delighted to welcome Judith Godsland, 
who is now assisting with publicity and administration.

Claire Drinkwater
Chair of Trustees
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