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2020 has been a year like no other. When we held our AGM at this time last 
year we were looking forward to another busy year, continuing to build on the 
varied use of the hall, and developing our place in the community. Instead, we 
have been forced to see the building stand empty for long stretches of time, 
and even when open to permit only a small range of structured activities. 
Fortunately, government support for the leisure sector has enabled us to 
maintain a sound financial position. 
 
Administration. The committee met as usual in January and February, but 
the scheduled March meeting was cancelled with the onset of coronavirus. 
Since then, lockdown regulations have not permitted face-to-face meetings. 
The committee remained in touch via email, and met on Zoom on three further 
occasions. 
 
The new website was completed in May. It now showcases our facilities and 
activities in a clear and attractive manner.  
 
Finance. Lockdown restrictions have hit both our usual sources of income this 
year. The hall remained closed throughout the first lockdown. From June, we 
were able to re-open for a limited range of activities, with strict social 
distancing and hygiene measures in place. We were fortunate in securing a 
new regular booking, from the Dynamix Dance Academy, which took the hall 
for nine hours a week through the autumn term.  
 
Our fundraising/community activities have also been hit hard. We were unable 
to hold either of our major fundraising Fayres.  
 
I am pleased to report that the Village Hall is now registered for Gift Aid - for 
any donations that we receive in future, we will be able to claim back the tax 
paid  - a further 20%. 
 
Less use of the hall has, of course, resulted in lower utility bills, and we have 
not had to pay business rates this year. Our financial position has been 
secured, however, by two government grants, £10,000 followed by a further 
£1,300 for November. With this addition to our finances we remain in a strong 
position. 
 
Improvements. We have continued to work towards our two improvement 
projects, although progress has been slow, and neither has yet got beyond 
the design stage. Our planning application for the rear access was eventually 
considered and agreed in May. Since then, more work has gone into the fine 
detail of the access ramp. Design drawings for the ceiling project are also 
complete. It has proved surprisingly difficult to get estimates for the cost of 
this project, and we have yet to make a start on fundraising for it. 
 
In the meantime, a number of minor roof repairs have been carried out. 
 



Use of the Hall. As already indicated, use of the hall has been much 
restricted during the year. Many of our regular users, such as the New LIfe 
Church, the Friday bingo and the Woodturners, have not been able to return 
since the spring. There have also been no private parties since March. 
However, the Pilates classes resumed in the summer, and through the 
autumn we also had regular bookings from Dynamix Dance, Zuzanna Lalane, 
and John Hounam's string quartet. 
 
Events.  The Saturday morning community cafe ran for the first three months 
as usual. During the summer, we were able to host two alfresco cafes, in 
August and September, which proved popular, but no further events were 
possible. Neither the Spring Fayre nor the Autumn Fayre took place. 
 
Volunteers. I would like to thank all our trustees and volunteers for the work 
they have put in this year. Especial thanks go to Maggie, for her work to re-
open the hall, ensure that we kept to the coronavirus guidelines, and 
maximise bookings where possible, and to David and Nori, for their help with 
marking out the hall for socially distanced activities. I would also like to thank 
my garden watering team, who ensured the survival of our bee-friendly shrubs 
and new tree through a very warm and sunny season. 
 
Claire Drinkwater 
Chair of Trustees 
March 2021 












