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Introduction 

Bedale & District Methodist Church was created in September 2015, aiming to serve the 

communities of Bedale, Aiskew and surrounding villages and farms by offering God’s love and 

pastoral care. 

Aims and organisation 

Bedale & District Methodist Church aims to become a source of hope and encouragement to all those 

living in Bedale and surrounding villages by offering opportunities to know the love of God through 

varied worship, relevant teaching and learning and to committed service in the community and in the 

world. 

The Church Council, working alongside the Minister for Pastoral Care, act as the Managing Trustees 

and meet at least 3 times a year  to oversee the work and mission of the church. There are sub-

groups that concentrate on particular areas: these are Stewards, Finance, Property, Worship & 

Prayer, Pastoral and Display. 

Review of the Year 

Following the lifting of restrictions due to the Coronavirus epidemic, it was good to offer in-person 

activities and worship in the building once more. Some of the congregation continued to be cautious 

over mixing, so the on-line services and written ones enabled them to still feel part of the church 

family.  

The church did open the building again to the wider community, so lettings increased over the year. 

Currently Yoga, Pilates, Ukulele and a Craft group meet on a regular basis, and church activities 

restarted - weekly coffee mornings, monthly lunches and Arts & Craft group. Three new initiatives 

were also implemented. Sage & Time is a short act of worship with craft activities and refreshments, 

ideal for those who find normal worship difficult to access. Tuesday Open Doors began as a time for 

the church to be open for private prayer with a short time of led worship, but also an opportunity to 

seek friendship, chat and pastoral care.  Several people have found solace here, and it is now offered 

as a warm space on Tuesday morning for people to meet and chat over refreshments. Our third 

activity was Lego Journeys, an opportunity for young families to learn about Bible Stories by building 

scenes and models to reflect their learning.  

The church members continued to be generous in their support of charities. Hambleton Foodbank 

received £241, Ukraine Appeal £1291, Action for Children £247 and Compassion UK £311. The 

church continued to support the Methodist Connexional charities with financial gifts too.  

Financially, the church was affected by the increase in fuel costs, just as all families and businesses 

have been in 2022, so an appeal amongst members was organised to help with cash flow in the short 

term. By the end of the year the finances were in a more healthier position, although the budget 

forecast does show a shortfall for the trustees to be aware of. One special purchase was the new 

font to match our pulpit and Altar table, arriving just in time for the first Baptism Service since Covid. 

During the year the church welcomed the members of Finghall Methodist Church as a Class, and will 

support them in maintaining a presence within their village community. 



Moving Forward 

Rev Gareth Baron is hoping to take Lego Journeys into school this year, so the District Grant awarded 

will be spent on new packs of Lego to allow that to proceed. 

Open Doors and Sage & Time will be advertised more widely and a couple of members are planning 

to support the Local Pastor to allow visits into Care Homes to restart again. 

Live-streaming services had been tried during the past year and it is planned to develop this in the 

future with better equipment, in conjunction with grant applications for AV installation in the church 

hall which was unable to happen during the redevelopment. 






















