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BEDALE & DISTRICT METHODIST CHURCH
England & Wales · Charity number 1168843

Details

Status Registered

Legal form Other

Registered 2016-08-19

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address Bedale &amp; District Methodist Church
Wycar
Bedale
North Yorkshire
DL8 1EP

Phone 01765698363

Email bedaledistrictmethodist@gmail.com

Website www.riponlowerdalesmethodists.org.uk

Activities

Objects: SECTION 4 METHODIST CHURCH ACT 1976: THE PURPOSES OF THE METHODIST CHURCH
ARE AND SHALL BE PURPOSES DEEMED TO HAVE BEEN SINCE THE DATE OF UNION THE
ADVANCEMENT OF (A) THE CHRISTIAN FAITH IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DOCTRINAL STANDARDS
AND THE DISCIPLINE OF THE METHODIST CHURCH; (B) ANY CHARITABLE PURPOSE FOR THE TIME
BEING OF ANY CONNEXIONAL, DISTRICT, CIRCUIT, LOCAL OR OTHER ORGANISATION OF THE
METHODIST CHURCH;(C) ANY CHARITABLE PURPOSE FOR THE TIME BEING OF ANY SOCIETY OR
INSTITUTION BEING A SOCIETY OR INSTITUTION SUBSIDIARY OR ANCILLARY TO THE METHODIST
CHURCH; (D) ANY PURPOSE FOR THE TIME BEING OF ANY CHARITY BEING A CHARITY
SUBSIDIARY OR ANCILLARY TO THE METHODIST CHURCH.

Activities: We offer a variety of Worship Services on Sundays to people living in Bedale and the surrounding
district e.g. Traditional, Cafe style and Themed Preach. Open Doors ( a time for coffee and care), Coffee
Mornings and Lunches all offer fellowship, chat and pastoral care.The building is also available for
Community use as a venue to meet.

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1168843
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-search/?p_p_id=uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=maximized&p_p_mode=view&_uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet_regId=1168843
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Classification

• How: Provides Human Resources, Provides Buildings/facilities/open Space, Other Charitable Activities

• What: General Charitable Purposes, Religious Activities

• Who: The General Public/mankind

Geography

• North Yorkshire

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-08-31 £54,076 £47,878 - -

2024-08-31 £47,119 £54,083 - -

2023-08-31 £48,223 £45,272 - -

2022-08-31 £45,577 £44,605 - -

2021-08-31 £62,231 £62,230 - -
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Trustees

Name Role Appointed

ALYSON MARGARET WHITEHOUSE 2015-05-19

Alan Davis 2023-07-04

CLARE DALTON 2015-07-08

David Robert Emison 2015-05-19

Howard John Whitehouse 2023-01-24

JEAN COATES 2015-07-08

JOHN DAVID BAILEY 2015-07-08

Joan Patricia Bailey 2015-07-21

John Victor Kipling 2021-08-02

Kathleen Edmondson 2023-04-17

Kathleen Lowrie 2015-08-07

LISTER NOWELL BAYNES 2015-05-19

MISS GILL THORNTON 2015-05-19

MRS ELIZABETH GREENSIT 2015-07-08

Maureen Scollay 2015-05-19

Mrs Angela Maw 2018-07-04

Phillippa Smith 2025-07-13

SHARON FIONA HOLMES 2015-05-19

Susan Nicholson 2024-02-27

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1168843


BEDALE & DISTRICT METHODIST CHURCH
England & Wales  -  Charity number 1168843

Accounts



Bedale & District Methodist Church 
 

Trustees Annual Report for year ending 31st August 2025 
 
 
Introduction 
 
Bedale & District Methodist Church serves the communities of Bedale and neighbouring 
villages and farms by offering God’s love and pastoral care through a variety of services and 
outreach to bring the love of Christ to all who seek his presence. 
The Charity’s Annual Report and Accounts for the year ended 31 August 2025 have been 
prepared in accordance with the Charities Act 2011 and the Charities Statement of 
Recommended Practice 2014. 
 
Structure, governance and management 
 
Bedale & District Methodist Church is a registered Charity – Number 1168843. It is governed 
by the Deed of Union (1932) and Methodist Church Act (1976). Detailed governance 
arrangements are outlined within the Constitutional Practice and Discipline of the Methodist 
Church by order of the Annual Conference (CPD).  
 
Day to day management of the church is undertaken by the Church Council who are the 
Trustees of the charity. They are elected annually at the General Church Meeting, usually 
held in July, with pastoral oversight from the Minister, and representatives appointed by the 
Circuit. 
A range of guidance is produced by the Methodist Church to support effective running of the 
church, e.g. the leaflet “The role of a trustee in the Methodist Church”. 
 
The church is part of the Ripon and Lower Dales Methodist Circuit, who are part of the 
Yorkshire North and East District of the Methodist Church in England and N Ireland.  
As from 1st September 2025 there will be a change in governance as we become part of The 
Bridge Methodist Circuit, and the church will belong to Ripon and Lower Dales Mission Area. 
This is an exciting change as it frees up Ministers and Church Officials from the burdens of 
Property, Finance, Safeguarding, etc, allowing for a more missional approach to future 
planning, whilst the business side will be dealt with by experts in those fields within the 
Bridge Circuit. 
 
The Treasurer is  Mrs Kathleen Lowrie 
Independent Examiner Mr Alan Shinkfield 
Bank Accounts  Barclays Bank and Skipton Building Society 
 
Aims and organisation 
 
Bedale & District Methodist Church aims to become a source of hope and encouragement to 
all those living in Bedale and surrounding villages by offering opportunities to know the love of 
God through varied worship, relevant teaching and learning and to committed service in the 
community and in the world. 
The Church Council act as the Managing Trustees and meet at least 3 times a year to 
oversee the work and mission of the church. There are sub-groups that concentrate on 
particular areas: these are Stewards, Finance, Property, Worship & Prayer, Pastoral and 
Display. We have representatives for Safe-guarding and General Data Protection, supported 
by the Circuit. 
 
 



Review of the Year 
 
The church continues to meet its aims of providing a space for worship, quiet times of prayer 
and reflection, Bible Study and written services for those unable to attend in person.  
On Mondays an Art & Crafts group meet to provide opportunities for socialising. 
Tuesday Open Doors is a popular weekly warm space for meeting up for friendship and care 
in a less busy environment.  
On Wednesday’s there is another chance to meet up and “Talk Life” in the nearby Courtyard 
Café, Bedale and on the evening there is individual Prayer Time with short act of Worship in 
the church.   
On Thursdays the new venture of Bible Journaling has proved popular for an opportunity to 
study scripture in a creative way. 
There are also regular activities of Coffee Mornings, Lunches, and Men’s Breakfast to allow 
people to meet up over a meal for friendship and care, all proving popular with the local 
community. 
Messy Vintage sessions are held in two local Care Homes, where our volunteers have been 
welcomed and activities of craft, prayers and hymn singing have proved popular with the 
residents and the Minister, Rev Gareth Baron visits the local primary schools to lead 
Collective Worship with the children, which is also well received by the youngsters and their 
teachers. On occasions the children visit the church for worship and learning. 
 
The building is also used by the wider community. This year has seen sessions of Yoga, 
Pilates, Keep Fit, Ukulele, Friendship Choir, Craft group and Alcoholics Anonymous all taking 
part. 
  
The church members continue to be generous in their support of charities. St George’s 
Crypt, Leeds was the chosen Charity of the Year and received £1,198, RABI Harvest Appeal 
raised £183, Myanmar Earthquake Appeal £140, Age UK £200, Christian Aid £272 and 
Action for Children £211.  
The church continued to support the Methodist Connexional charities with financial gifts of 
£450 too.  
 
Financial Review 
 
Financially, the church has been able to meet its commitments, mainly the  Assessment and 
Utility costs, although extra donations were asked for to help with the cash flow, which meant 
the Reserve Fund was met by the end of the year. 
 
Moving Forward 
 
Although there will be a 5% rise in Assessment (our contribution to the Circuit expenditure) 
extra funds from monthly Lunches and other events are expected to cover this, but the 
Church Council will monitor and If necessary, seek other fund-raising ideas.  
 
Sight and Sound Project 
 
This project was begun last year to install AV equipment in the hall and to seek funding for 
the restoration of the church organ. The church was awarded Grants during the year, as 
follows: 
Gibbs Trust £1,000 
Charles and Elsie Sykes Trust £2,000 
The Kirkby Foundation also promised a grant for Autumn 2025 of £5000. 
With the church’s own fund-raising the AV installation part of the project is expected to be 
completed early in the new financial year.  
The Church Council will continue to consider restoration of the organ in their future plans. 
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Bedale & District Methodist Church 

Trustees Annual Report for Year ended 31st August 2022 

Introduction 

Bedale & District Methodist Church was created in September 2015, aiming to serve the 

communities of Bedale, Aiskew and surrounding villages and farms by offering God’s love and 

pastoral care. 

Aims and organisation 

Bedale & District Methodist Church aims to become a source of hope and encouragement to all those 

living in Bedale and surrounding villages by offering opportunities to know the love of God through 

varied worship, relevant teaching and learning and to committed service in the community and in the 

world. 

The Church Council, working alongside the Minister for Pastoral Care, act as the Managing Trustees 

and meet at least 3 times a year  to oversee the work and mission of the church. There are sub-

groups that concentrate on particular areas: these are Stewards, Finance, Property, Worship & 

Prayer, Pastoral and Display. 

Review of the Year 

Following the lifting of restrictions due to the Coronavirus epidemic, it was good to offer in-person 

activities and worship in the building once more. Some of the congregation continued to be cautious 

over mixing, so the on-line services and written ones enabled them to still feel part of the church 

family.  

The church did open the building again to the wider community, so lettings increased over the year. 

Currently Yoga, Pilates, Ukulele and a Craft group meet on a regular basis, and church activities 

restarted - weekly coffee mornings, monthly lunches and Arts & Craft group. Three new initiatives 

were also implemented. Sage & Time is a short act of worship with craft activities and refreshments, 

ideal for those who find normal worship difficult to access. Tuesday Open Doors began as a time for 

the church to be open for private prayer with a short time of led worship, but also an opportunity to 

seek friendship, chat and pastoral care.  Several people have found solace here, and it is now offered 

as a warm space on Tuesday morning for people to meet and chat over refreshments. Our third 

activity was Lego Journeys, an opportunity for young families to learn about Bible Stories by building 

scenes and models to reflect their learning.  

The church members continued to be generous in their support of charities. Hambleton Foodbank 

received £241, Ukraine Appeal £1291, Action for Children £247 and Compassion UK £311. The 

church continued to support the Methodist Connexional charities with financial gifts too.  

Financially, the church was affected by the increase in fuel costs, just as all families and businesses 

have been in 2022, so an appeal amongst members was organised to help with cash flow in the short 

term. By the end of the year the finances were in a more healthier position, although the budget 

forecast does show a shortfall for the trustees to be aware of. One special purchase was the new 

font to match our pulpit and Altar table, arriving just in time for the first Baptism Service since Covid. 

During the year the church welcomed the members of Finghall Methodist Church as a Class, and will 

support them in maintaining a presence within their village community. 



Moving Forward 

Rev Gareth Baron is hoping to take Lego Journeys into school this year, so the District Grant awarded 

will be spent on new packs of Lego to allow that to proceed. 

Open Doors and Sage & Time will be advertised more widely and a couple of members are planning 

to support the Local Pastor to allow visits into Care Homes to restart again. 

Live-streaming services had been tried during the past year and it is planned to develop this in the 

future with better equipment, in conjunction with grant applications for AV installation in the church 

hall which was unable to happen during the redevelopment. 
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