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Annual report 1.4.23 – 31.3.24  
 
Type of governing document: Constitution  
How the charity is constituted: Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO)  
Trustee selection method: by election (appointed trustees) and nomination by affiliate clubs 
(nominated trustees)  
 
Summary of charity objects  
To provide or assist in the provision of land and facilities for the benefit of the inhabitants of the 
Parish of Dartington and the surrounding area, and of such other area or areas as the trustees may 
from time to time resolve to invite, for recreation, sport, education or other leisure time occupation 
of groups and individuals who have need of such facilities by reason of their youth, age, infirmity or 
disablement, financial hardship or social and economic circumstances or for the public at large in the 
interests of social welfare and with the object of improving the condition of life of the said 
inhabitants.  

 
 
Summary 
 
The Meadowbrook site continues to thrive and grow as a hub for Dartington and the surrounding 
area. 
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Main achievements 
 
The community centre has thrived this year. Things Happen Here were welcomed as the new owners 
of the Tap Room and have provided a diverse and busy programme of live music, entertainment and 
community activities throughout the year. Pizzalogica has maintined their strong reputation for 
delicious handmade pizzas. Both businesses have created jobs, and are attractive employers to 
young people. 
 
In the summer months, the offering to the community is enhanced with pop up caterers including 
the Blue Bell Café, which has become a Friday regular when the weather allows. 
 
The outside area was further enhanced this year with a grant from South Hams District Council for 
the multi use games area (MUGA). The fence around the MUGA has been repaired, five aside lines 
marked on the court and movable goals have been purchased. This has brought the MUGA back to 
life.  
 
The goals are used by the football club for junior football on the Dorothy Elmhirst field. The fixed 
goals on the field were removed in favour of using movable goals so that the wear on the field could 
be better managed.  
 
Meadowbrook now comprises the MUGA, accessible play park, rustic bike track and field, which 
together means that there is lots to do for children and young people of all ages. On a warm evening 
it is not usual for 200 – 300 people to be on the site enjoying the facilities. 
 
Earthjump (local Community Interest Community) continues as a brilliant partner to the DRA running 
a bike club for under 11s, a coffee club for over 55s and supporting the major project to re-build the 
swimming pool.  
 
Unfortunately the annual Meadowbrook extravaganza, planned for May, was rained off. 
 
Totnes and Dartington Football Club and Totnes Sub Aqua Club continue to thrive and benefit from 
the DRA facilities. 
 
Since the closure of the pool, a small group of volunteers have overseen a significant piece of work 
to apply for full planning permission for a new larger, heated open air pool. The pool compound 
including the pavilion remains out of use. Unfortunately, the pavilion was targeted by vandals in 
early 2024.  
 
The proposed pool will be heated with renewable energy. A separate project to look at options for 
sustainable energy for the entire Meadowbrook site has been initiated. 
 
The trustees are proud of the achievements of the charity this year. Meadowbrook is a vibrant hub 
for recreation and sport and continues to attract more volunteers and organisations wanting to 
become part of this exciting, inclusive community.  
 
In 2024/25 the trustees will focus on fund raising for the pool re-development and progressing plans 
for sustainable energy for the site. 
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Charity’s policy on reserves  
The charity retains £22,000 as a reserve. This is sufficient to cover the running costs of the charity for 
a year.  
 
 
Financial review  
The charity received £110,122 in the period 1.4.23 – 31.3.24.  
 
This included two grants from South Hams District Council Section 106 funding were received: 
£3811.31 as a 50% contribution to the accessible toilet and £6,675.67 for improvements to the Multi 
Use Games Area (MUGA) including football goals, fencing and new line markings. These were 
restricted funds and have been spent on the specified activities. The projects have been completed. 
 
The remaining funds came from a range of sources including contributions from clubs, user fees for 
use of the community centre, payment for use of the car park and donations. 
 
In the same period, the charity expended £99,170. This comprises running costs of the community 
centre (utilities, insurance, repairs and maintenance), grant related expenditure and general 
maintenance of the estate. 
 
At the financial year end, the charity held a balance of £87,106.  
 
 
Trustees 
 
Current 
Margarent Cushen, Louise Morpeth, Mandy Burton, Jan Maddick, Mark Burton, James Brittain, Olivia 
Doherty,  Ashish Ghadiali, Joel Riley, Charlotte Huish and Helen Tune 

Resigned 
None 

This report was approved by Trustees on 24th September 2024. 








