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Dartington Recreation Association  
 
Annual report 1.4.21 – 31.3.22 
 
Type of governing document: Constitution 
 
How the charity is constituted: Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) 
 
Trustee selection method: by election (appointed trustees) and nomination by affiliate clubs 
(nominated trustees) 
 
Summary of charity objects 
To provide or assist in the provision of land and facilities for the benefit of the inhabitants of the 
Parish of Dartington and the surrounding area, and of such other area or areas as the trustees may 
from time to time resolve to invite, for recreation, sport, education or other leisure time occupation 
of groups and individuals who have need of such facilities by reason of their youth, age, infirmity or 
disablement, financial hardship or social and economic circumstances or for the public at large in the 
interests of social welfare and with the object of improving the condition of life of the said 
inhabitants.  
 
Summary of main activities 
The charity has made significant progress towards establishing Meadowbrook as a hub for 
recreation and sport for all who live, learn, work and play in Dartington. Building on the success of 
the play park installed in 2020, the charity has breathed new life into the community centre and 
added to the facilities by building an open-access, two-loop, rustic bike track. The charity has 
welcomed back clubs and activities paused during the worst of COVID and established relationships 
with new organisations.   

 
Summary of main achievements 
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. 
A long time in the planning, the bike track project was completed this year thanks to the amazing 
efforts of a small group of volunteers. Funding from South Hams District Council (Section 106) and 
British Cycling has transformed a neglected parcel of woodland into an exciting, two loop track. The 
outer loop is suitable for younger riders and three wheel trikes; the inner loop is a pump track 
suitable for riders seeking more challenge. It has been constructed around the established trees 
making it a genuinely rustic track. The track is unsupervised and open 24/7. It has been 
phenomenally popular from the moment it was completed! Located at the end of the cycle track 
connecting Totnes & Dartington and on the cycle route linking Dartington to the nearby Steiner 
School, the track is safely accessible to hundreds of children and young people. 
 
In March 2021 the Meadowbrook Social Club, long-term tenants of the Community Centre, took the 
difficult decision to permanently close.  After 40 years as a major asset to the community, this came 
as a serious blow. It meant that responsibility for the Community Centre reverted to the Charity. The 
building was empty and unused for the majority of 2020 as a result of COVID. It was in a very poor 
state of repair. Concerned that the building could become a significant drain on the Charity’s 
reserves, the Trustees were keen to find users of the space that would not only provide amenities 
for the parish but also contribute to the running costs of the building.  
 
A local chef and entrepreneur took on part of the downstairs space to open a pizza take away, and 
the remaining downstairs space was taken on by local, community-owned brewery, New Lion, to run 
a tap room. From tentative beginnings and the uncertainties of COVID, the two organisations have 
gone from strength to strength not only providing wonderful new amenities for the village but also 
enabling other organisations to flourish. The occupation of the ground floor has enabled the re-
opening of the upstairs rooms for sports clubs, parties and events. This includes Aikaido, ballet, Kung 
Foo, dive club and drama. The snooker room, which contains a full size snooker table, has also been 
re-opened and is available to anyone to book and use. Bookings are managed on-line which has 
made the facilities more accessible to more people. Pop up caterers are invited on site at the 
weekend to provide a more varied food offering. 
 
The community brewery offers a rich, diverse and evolving programme of events including book 
club, board games nights, jamming sessions, live music, DJ nights and quiz nights.  
 
Clubs affiliated to the charity were all hit hard by COVID. The Dartington Swimming Pool club had 
two seasons affected by COVID restrictions - a problem compounded by the shortage of qualified life 
guards post COVID. The Totnes Sub Aqua Club had a much restricted programme of diving but has 
come through the pandemic and is growing its membership. The Meadowbrook Athletic Football 
Club has suffered a decline in members and has agreed to merge with Totnes & Dartington Football 
Club. 
 
The charity is fortunate to have strong relationships with the three schools that neighbour 
Meadowbrook (Bidwell Special School, River Dart Academy and Dartington Primary School),  the 
Dartington Parish Council, the Dartington Hall Trust and affiliated clubs. The ways these 
organisations work together is well illustrated by coordinated fund raising to install a defibrillator in 
Spring 2022. The school raised £251, the council granted £1500 and the remainder was made up by 
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donations from all the clubs and organisations connected to the DRA. The DRA was delighted to 
have the support of Jay’s Aim, a local charity working tirelessly to reduce the rate of sudden cardiac 
death among young people in the south west, with the installation of the defibrillator and training of 
local people to use it. 
 
The trustees are proud of the charity’s achievements in 2021/22 and confident that they are making 
major strides towards becoming a hub for recreation and sport for the village.  
 
In 2022/23 the trustees will focus on: (1) establishing sustainable post COVID income for the charity; 
(2) further strengthening the governance of the charity; (3) planning for the re-development of the 
community centre and swimming pool.  
 
 
 
Charity’s policy on reserves 
 
The charity retains £20,000 as a reserve. This is sufficient to cover the running costs of the charity for 
a year.  
 
Financial review 
 
The charity received £93,632.66 in the period 1.4.21 – 31.3.22.  
 
This included:  
Grant from Dartington Parish Council  towards defibrillator £1500 
Grant from Dartington Parisk Council  towards Colins Bridge repairs £943.20 
4 grants from South Hams District Council 
Covid rate relief grant 2 £8000  
Covid leisure grant £2667  
S106 grant for community centre £2775.94  
S106 grant towards bike track £11,387  
Grant from British Cycling £18,320 towards bike track 
 
The remaining funds came from a range of sources including contributions from clubs and payment 
for use of the car park. 
 
In the same period, the charity expended £92202.24. This comprised installation of bike track, and 
ongoing maintenance and repairs of the facilities, 
 
At the financial year end, the charity held a balance of £58,685.72. 
 
Trustees 
Current 
Will Fitzgerald 
Margarent Cushen 
Louise Morpeth 
Mandy Burton  
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Jan Maddick 
 
  
Resigned 
Jinty Balch ( May 22) 
Peggy Prout (March 22) 
Alan Blake (August 22) 
Lynne Williams (July 22) 
 
 
This report was approved by the trustees on 27th  September 2022. 








