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GI{ESER BACH SIT{GERS

TRUSTEES'REPORT
FOR THE YEAR EHDED 31 AUGUST 2025

Chester Each Singers ie registered with the Charity Commissioners (No. 1 166644)

OBJECTWES
The objectves ofthe SociEty ars to provide,maintain and advanco muEical educaton by m€ans of public p€riormance.

ORGAiIISATION
The Charity is administer€d by the Trustees who hold regul€r meetings through the year.

TRUSTEES
TheTrusteesareeteetadettheAGM forathreeyearGrmandmayserveforupbttrreeconsecutivetenfts.

REVIEWOF ACTMTIES AND FINAHCIAL RESULTS
This season'3 concerl progr€rmme delivered our c$tomary wide range of mugical styl$ and periods,culminating ln a performance
of J,S.Bsch 8 MaeB in E minor,which marks{, tho final ooncert wi$ our longetanding Musical Dir€otor,Msrtin Buasey.

Ociober 1024
Our Oc{ober ooncert was lourneying on Togethe/, preseming music of travel and pilgrimage and spanning music from over 900
y€arE.The music of female composers has become an $tablished p,ad of Chest€r Bach Singers' mb(ed concerF and herB included
Hildegard of Bing€n (1 2th century) and the contemporary composer Eleanor Daley.

Deccmber 2024
We again presented ono carol concert with our lradilional blend of familiar and less well knoirrn carols.Vuhile our repertoire is
normally plopoSed by our Musical Direc{or, $lis time ii vrss impo{tant that Martin Bussey should feel able to select ssme of his
personal hvourites,and everyone enjoyed one of his Christrnas MedleyB with his arrangemenb of popular Chrisimas music.Festive
retrBBhments fulloudng theconce*enabbd cfiohard atidience tD enj6y eac+rothefs compafly.

Janurry 2025
Our January workshop i8 a wsll-esteblbhed annual event snd the work this lrear was Rossini's Pette Messe Solonelle.Our
wor*3hops cnebl€ oth6r sinier8 to experloncE a majff r$ork from the cfiorsl ropertolre while raising funds to support our wid6r
prcgramme of concsrk.As usual th€ llicrkshop wEs well afiended and concluded wlth an informal perfoffiance ot the work,gfiended
by a small audience.

march 2025
While an o*ehesird sonced i.s a r€g**ar igeturE d fln sx!$d Frqrammes,this )€ar tha Trusbes n€ntEd b anabb Msrti+ Bssssy b
finish his tenure as Musical Direc{or with a work and musicians of his choice.We pefformed Bach's Mass in B minor with our regular
partners the 18 th.Century Sinfonia and six excollent soloists.StJohns Church was sold out,with some audience members travelling
eonEiderable distances to hear Martin's final concert wilh CBS. ChEir of Trustees Helen Crich thanked him for 38 years of service
with GBS.

Junc 2025
ln June,we presented our first concert under tle baton of our nsw Musical Dir€c.tor, Emma Baker.'Taking Flighi' includad music
Gaturing birds,staB,heaven and intrcduced us to 8om6 le88 fiamlliar American comrrosers alongslde $tablished names such ag
Hotilells and Parry.

Financial rcsults
The TruBtees are pleased to report that audienoe numbeB have be€n at least at the levels we anticipated, with ticket sales for the
Marcfi concert exceeding our estimaGs by a considerable margin.We undertook some paid calDl singing whicfi,together with
tic*et sales and oBler income havg combined to leave ue with reserves I 331 higher *lan last )rea(lhis figure o)@ludes the Resfi€ted
Fund rebned to belor4.

Members of the choir and other Bupporlers w€tB invited to contibute towards a leaving gifr to mark Martin Bugeey's retirBment
afier 38 witlr CBS.Thig fund will b6 used to supporl a mncort of Martin'8 muslc at I latar date.The total raised was E 1718.27 andig
hald wi$in tha .lpedal ovan& ' dapaait amunt ar a R€striatod Fund,

The Trustees set out to recruit a new Musical Direcior with an open advert which attracted a number of enquiri$ and applicants.
Two were shortlilted and invited to lake a shorl rehearsal with the choir, following which Emma Bak€r u/a8 appointed to take up the
rcleftom April 2025.

Membere'EubecnltlonE $rere mainEin€d at Ct75 p€r annum bV reBofution of the memberB at trle AGM.

Over the ],ear the ohoir achieved a nei surplus of f 2Mg (including the Restrided Fund),We therefoE anter the new season with
reserve3 urell above our prefened minimum.ThE allows the Trustees to plan and deliver the annual r'lorkshop und$ the leadership of
well knolvn comporer Will Todal,

RESERVEg
The cash re8€rves amount to t19546 (including the R€stricted Fund to be used for Mailin Bussrys 'relircment con€If in 202512026)
The reserves al 31 Auguet 2024 werc 817447. Surplu8 Funds are invested in two int€rest b€aring accountB.The TruEtees consider
lhgse reBerve6 are necessary tD fund lhe chariys aolivitiee in tfie forthcoming years.



INDEPENDENT EXAIHINER'S REPORT TO THE TRUSTEES OF
CHESTER BACH SINGERS

I report on the accounts of the charity for the year ended 31 August 2025 set out on pages 4 - 6

RESPECTIVE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE TRUSTEES AND THE EXAMTNER
The charity's Trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts.The charity coneiders that
an audit is not required for this period(under section 43(2) of the Charities Act(the 1993 Act) and
that an independent examination is needed.

It is my responsibility to :

- examine the accounts (under section 43(3) of the 1993 Act)
- to follow the procedures laid down in the General Directions given by the Charity

Commissioners (under section 43(7) of the 1993 Act) ; and
- to state whether particular matters have come to my attention

BASIS OF INDEPENDENT EXAifiINER'S REPORT

My examination was carried out in accordance with the GeneralDirections given by the Charities
Commissioners.This examination includes a reviewof the accounting records kept by the charity
and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records.lt also includes consideration of
any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts and seeking explanations from you as Trustees
concerning any such matters.The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evldence that would
be required in an audit and I do not express an audit opinion on the view given by the accounts.

INDEPENDENT EXAilINER'S $TATEUENT

ln connection with my examination,no matter has come to my aftention :1 wh ch 

"1 fi"ri:::{:'ffir;}:i[:xtti,;ilsHil;; :]i$]ffi '

with the accounting requirements of the 1993 Act

have not been met.

2 to which,in my opinion,attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper
understanding of the accounts to be reached.

Name : l.F.Candlin
6 Fox Lane
Waverton
Ghester
CH3 7PQ

M ff rw;,u^/rz- e*r.x



Chester Bach Society

Receipts & Payments Account for the
Yearended 3t Ausuet 2025

RECEIPTS

Donations & Legacies
Members Subseriptions
Donations
Donations - Martin Bussey retirement
Gift Aid , Tax repayment

Operating Activities to furthEr charity's objects
Concert lncome
Workshop lncorne
Fees for Performances

Operating activitlee to generate funds
Fundraising activities

lnvestment lncome receipts
Bank lnterest

TOTAL RECEIPTS

PAYMENTS

Cost of Fundraising

Gharitable Activities
Coneert expcRse$
Workshop 6xpenses

Managgmont & Administration

TOTAL PAYiIIENTS

Net receipts (payments) for the year

Unrestricted cash and bank , to begin

Unrestricted cash and bank, to end
Retricted bank , to end

7921
1 183
1718
1326

Year ended
31 August 2025

12151

12464

0

354

24969',

21717

1203

m
2049

17497

19546

1s546

7129
2027

0

,1166

8950
fi47
1200

13105
727

Year ended
31 August 2024

10322

11917

17

247

-m

13832

1764

15596

6907

10590

0

-

9435
2225

800

209S6
721

17828
1718



CHESTER BACH SINGERS

Funds are partially restricted

STATEMENT OF ASSETS & LIABIUTIES AS AT 3I AUGUST 2025

Caeh Funds
Bank Deposit account
Donatione - Martih Bussey retirement
Bank Deposit account
Bank Cunent account
Cash Float hald by the Treasurcr

Assets rutalned for own use
Equipment and music - net realisable value
Equipment and music - nominal value

CunsntA$et
Debtols

Llabllltlee
Sundry eredltor$

unrestricted
restricted
unrestricted
unrestricted
unrestricted

31 August 2025

15105
1718
2320

344
59

rc

3{ August 2024

13521
o

3114
798
M

m
3097

0
3097

0

lhe Board of Trustees and signed on its behalf by :

The notes on page 6 form an integral part of these financial statements.The funds raised as a gift for Martin Bussey
are to be used only for a specific purpose and are lo be treated as restricted ,

1f{-{-4.r.9



CHESTER BACH SINGERS

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2025

The financial statemonts have been prepared in accordance with The Charities(Accounts and Reports)
Regulations 2000,the Statement of Recommended practke ( SORP) " Ac@unting and Reporting hy
Charities " and with applicable accounting standards.

1 ACCOUNTING POLICIES

The principal accounting poli,ry adopted in the preparation of the financial statements is
set out below and remains unchanged from the previous period.

Donations made to the Sociev in rccognition of Martin Bussels ratiramant can only be
used to fund his forthcoming retirement concert and are recognised as being retricted.

Baeis of PrepaEtion of Flnanciel Statemonb

The financial statements have been prepared on the receipts and payments basis.

2 STAFFCOSTS

Offioers' and Committee expenses for the year comprised :

Re-imbursed expenses Nil Nil

None of the Trustees received remuneration during the year. ( 2024 : Nil) Nil Nil

3 RELATED PARTIES

The Trustees(with the exception of Andy Parsley) are memberc of the choir and pay the same
subsoiption rste aB all other cfioir members.

4 ASSETS

The Trustees carried out a valuation exercise on the Sociey's physical assets and music scores
in year ended 31 August 2020.
The valuation exercise comprised : -

- estabtishment of originat cost $rhere possibte)
- estimation of realisable value
- estimation of replacement cost.

The Trustees updated their valuation exercise to 31 August 2024 and concluded that those
assets had a net realisable value of € 3097 (2023 ' t 2444l.Tnese assets had a nominal value of
E 660 in 2019.They also concluded that the replacement cost of the Societfs assets is € 7566
( 2S23 : E f03t7).There has been no further evatuation since 3l August 2024.

These values are included for information purposes only.

2t25 2f/24
eI


