
Our vision: We want to bring people to know the love of Jesus. 
 
This report has been renamed from “Achievements and Performance” to “Flourishing Together”. Although 
certain aspects of the day to day running of the church must be approached in a businesslike manner, our 
life in faith together cannot and should not be measured in that way. The daily running is certainly 
important, but it can be all too easy for us to focus on the mechanics of running the church buildings or 
managing finances, (and for those of us involved in those aspects) it can be difficult to see beyond them to 
the true nature of our being in community – that is, following Jesus. We are not about performance but 
rather about standing side by side at the foot of the Cross, and bringing others with us. So, we should be 
encouraged to shift our focus to the missional nature of our belonging. 
 
God is the one who makes all things grow. (1 Cor. 3:7) 

 
For 2024 we give much thanks and praise to God for all the good things that have happened at St. Faith’s 
and within our networks in and around King’s Lynn. Community connections have been strengthened, our 
church congregation has grown and we are blessed with a developing diversity particularly in age and 
ethnic heritage. We continue to develop our understanding of what it means to be an inclusive church. 
 
We celebrated 50 years of sharing in June 2024, where we welcomed Rt Revd Graham Usher - Bishop of 
Norwich, the Revd Julian Pursehouse – Chair of East Anglia Methodist District and numerous former 
Rectors, Team Vicars and Curates to a Service of Celebration followed by a fabulous lunch in the Church 
Rooms. During the service we signed an updated version of our Ecumenical Vision Statement, reaffirming 
our commitment to the following four areas – faith, communion, pastoral care and mission. 
 
Our worship continues to be broad: Ranging from traditional BCP and sung Eucharistic services to special 
liturgies and our evening services which give us the time and place to be more creative in our approach – 
popular services include Taizé, Healing Services and Celtic Holy Communion. Whilst there is often a distinct 
congregation in the evenings – there is overlap and we welcome worshippers from other churches too. 
 
We persevere in our desire to seek to deepen our spirituality: New Bible study groups have been 
introduced, our prayer groups and meetings are open to all, and we are grateful for the all the 
opportunities we have to develop our discipleship and grow in our faith. 
 
In September 2024 we said goodbye to Revd Robert Roberts as he moved to the Barton, Brigg and Wolds 
Circuit during stationing. Whilst it was disappointing not to be matched with a new Methodist Minister in 
the first rounds of Stationing, it has been an absolute joy to welcome Superintendent Paul Critchley to our 
meetings and our worship – his exuberance and inclusive oversight of our churches, and our Circuit in 
general, is a breath of fresh air and Spirit led. 
 
On 1st September, Revd Kyla alongside her colleague Revd John Price from The Beacon in North Lynn was 
licensed as Authorised to Serve within the West Norfolk Methodist Circuit and welcomed with open arms. 
As one colleague so kindly said: “You are now part of the family!” As a church, we are participating more 
and more in Circuit life – which is a blessing to all of us.  
 
King’s Lynn Deanery – good relations continue to build with most of the churches in our deanery. In the 
main, colleagues choose to support each other, and Lent and Advent groups are particularly uplifting as 
each session welcomes around 20-25 participants from at least 5 different churches.  
 
Churches Together – St. Faith’s will be hosting the Peace and Justice Forum in the Church Rooms in January 
2025, which will give us national recognition as the CEO of Church Urban Fund, the Rt Revd Rob Wickham 
will be visiting us for the second time in 6 months, this time to deliver keynote speeches. As Revd Kyla is 



Joint Moderator with Revd June Love from the Baptist Church, St. Faith’s is at the forefront in inter-
denominational relations across the churches in King’s Lynn. 
 
Fundraising – our fairs, cycle ride, concerts, coffee mornings have been fundamental in bringing in much 
needed funds. However, our finances remain strained, and we will need to think harder and more creatively 
in 2025 about how to fulfill our financial obligations. Thank you to all who responded to our requests for 
donations or more regular giving, but each and every one of us will need to dig deep and give more 
generously if we are to meet our Parish Share and Methodist Assessment in 2025.  
 
Our social events continue to be important in our yearly diary, not just for fundraising but for our outreach 
and for building connections in our community. In 2024 we hosted coffee mornings, concerts, an art 
exhibition, a local history exhibition as well as participating in the annual King’s Lynn History Day in 
September. The Forget-me-nots lunch club and Friendship Café continue to welcome people from Gaywood 
and beyond and the Craft Group is proving to be a popular get-together. Our thanks go to all the volunteers 
who enable these gatherings to run so regularly. 
 
Life events – in 2024 we celebrated 19 baptisms, 5 weddings and took 35 funerals. These numbers may 
seem insignificant in the general life of the church but added together we can see that we have had the 
opportunity to welcome thousands of people into church who may not have otherwise stepped over the 
threshold. For 2025 we already have weddings and baptisms booked and we are working on our follow up 
for all of our life events to support and encourage further engagement with families. 
 
Mission giving – in 2024 our mission giving, mainly from retiring collections, totalled £2268.71 given to 12 
different local, national and international charities. However, our giving is not limited to the monetary 
contributions on the poster we see in church, but also in our donating space in our Church Rooms or the 
Hub to groups such as MIND, Faith in Community Mental Health Group, or hosting the Night Shelter’s AGM 
in church and many more.  
 
Satellite Foodbank – a new mission initiative. We are delighted that during 2024 plans were being made to 
open a Satellite Foodbank in the Hub to open in January 2025. This will run alongside a Connect Café on 
Wednesday mornings in the social space offering a warm welcome to church folks, community members 
and Foodbank service users. 
 
St. Faith’s place in civic life is important – although we hold only one key Civic Event each year, that is 
Gaywood’s Remembrance Service in November, it is an opportunity for us to connect with our uniformed 
organisations, with local residents and other churches. The road closures for the parade are now fully 
supported by the Council and we are grateful to our local Councillors for working alongside us to secure 
that funding going forward. It is particularly important, as it is the one service a year where we welcome 
over 150 children of all ages into church to worship with us. 
 
Children and Families Ministry – we are delighted to see new families come through our doors on a Sunday 
morning and to celebrate our little ones who are growing in height and confidence. It is a joy to be part of 
their spiritual growth and to be their church family as they grow up. However, due to lack of capacity, Diddy 
Disciples has had to be put on hold for the time being until we get new ministers onto the team. 
 
We have been able to continue to build on our good relationships with our schools. We welcome the 
children into church regularly during the church year for learning and celebrations and Revd Kyla goes into 
schools for activities and events. If anyone is interested in being involved in schools work – then please get 
in touch with Revd Kyla. 
 
In the summer, the Rectory garden was the venue for a Teddy Bear’s picnic, water games with the Cubs and 
Beavers, and a BBQ with Junior Gateway Club. Thank you to everyone who ran children’s activities at the 



fairs, volunteered at the Messy Church sessions, and to Daphne for running a wonderful Godly Play at the 
beginning December. We have also been blessed with a new Squirrel Drey on a Wednesday evening in the 
Church Rooms. Thank you to Andrea and Stephanie (plus others!) for their commitment in this. 
 
As ever – there is much that goes on behind the scenes for any of our activities to go ahead – thank you to 
all our volunteers who bake, clean, wash up or show up to be a welcome face at the door at services and 
events. 
 
Revd Kyla’s deepest thanks go to our Churchwardens Andrea and Liz, our Methodist Steward Joan, and our 
Deputy Wardens Chris, Ruth and Susie who have given her unwavering support throughout this year. 
Leading single-handedly can be challenging and tiring at times, but the FAB Team (as they are affectionately 
known) have been amazing.  
 
Growing our church - St. Faith’s was selected with 7 other churches to take part in a fully-funded Diocesan 
initiative called GROW running over 8 months encouraging thinking and strategy around building church 
growth. A small team have been to the first gatherings and are developing thinking about our community. 
More to come in the coming months. 
 
We are to be encouraged by the many blessings we have been given in 2024. In 2025 we look forward to a 
Confirmation Service, welcoming an ordinand Eleanor Morrison on placement in the New Year and our 
curate Ros Wright in the summer. We anticipate being matched with a Methodist Minister hope for our 
parish profile to be published and the post for Pioneer Mission (Associate) Priest to be advertised. 
 
There is much to be thankful for, much to pray for. We are blessed to be one church family, spanning two 
traditions and flourishing together. 
 
This is a long report because we have a busy church life! We are living out our calling in the light of Jesus’ 
words in John 10:10 “I have come that they might have life, and have it in abundance.” 
 
Revd Kyla Sørensen SMMS 
Team Rector 






































