THE FRIENDS OF ALL SAINTS' BRIXWORTH

England & Wales - Charity number 1168452

Details
Status Registered
Legal form ClO
Registered 2016-07-27
Register View on the Charity Commission register
Contact
Address Old Fire Station
Cross Hill
Brixworth
Northampton
NN6 9DB
Phone 01604 881810
Email brixworthchurchfriends@gmail.com
Website www.friendsofbrixworthchurch.org.uk
Activities

Objects: TO MAINTAIN, IMPROVE, SUPPLEMENT AND KEEP IN REPAIR THE FABRIC, FITTINGS,
FURNITURE AND FURNISHINGS OF THE PARISH CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS, BRIXWORTH AND ITS
CHURCHYARD AND HERITAGE CENTRE AND TO HOLD THE HERITAGE CENTRE IN PERPETUITY. TO
FOSTER INTEREST IN THE PARISH CHURCH FROM NEAR AND FAR, NOT ONLY AS A PLACE OF
WORSHIP BUT ALSO FOR ITS SIGNIFICANCE TO THE AREA'S LOCAL HERITAGE.

Activities: To maintain, improve, supplement and keep in repair, the fabric, fittings, furniture and furnishings
of the Parish Church of all Saints, Brixworth and its churchyard and Heritage Centre and to hold the Heritage
Centre in perpetuity. To foster interest in the Parish Church from near and far, not only as a place of worship
but also to its significance to the areas local heritage.

Classification

* How: Makes Grants To Organisations, Provides Buildings/facilities/open Space
* What: Education/training, Environment/conservation/heritage, Recreation

* Who: Other Defined Groups
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Geography

* Northamptonshire

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees
2024-12-31 £15,618 £5,469 -
2023-12-31 £14,113 £7,375 -
2022-12-31 £12,460 £15,880 -
2021-12-31 £7,816 £4,626 -

2020-12-31 £5,781 £6,496 -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed
Elizabeth Ann Bowers 2022-05-21
Hannah Brunton 2022-11-23
lan Smorfitt 2020-01-14
KATHRYN ANN KNIGHT 2016-07-05

Sandra Ann Cummings 2022-11-23

Downloaded from opencharities.uk/ew/1168452 Page 2


https://opencharities.uk/ew/1168452

THE FRIENDS OF ALL SAINTS' BRIXWORTH
England & Wales - Charity number 1168452

Accounts




NEWSLETTER

2024 Activities

CURRY & QUIZ

Curry %QUiZ .- The popular Curry & Quiz evening has now become one of our
Evening "'"1_,« i regular annual fundraising events and 2024 was no exception.
LN e On Saturday 24th February fifteen teams came together to pitch
Tickets\%\{ Ny their knowledge and expertise against each other, mostly for fun
£16 @ Y% W and pride rather than the prizes. Following the consumption of a
. meal of curry, rice and poppadom, Keith, the Quiz Master,
assisted by his wife, commenced throwing out
the rounds of questions. It was a very enjoyable evening with the

winners going home very happy with their achievement and
others content with their efforts.

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE HERITAGE FAIR

On April 28" Northampton Heritage Forum held their annual
fair, this years event was in the grounds of Wicksteed Park.
The Friends once again were delighted to take part in the event,
showcasing the history and architecture of the Church. The
event was well represented by other Forum members and well
attended by the public. We had opportunity to sell some
publications and take some tour enquiries

NORTHAMPTON MALE VOICE CHOIR

We were very fortunate to secure the Northampton Male
Voice Choir to perform a concert for us on the evening of
Saturday 8th June. This delightful and engaging concert was
very well attended and it was pleasing to see the church fill
up as people arrived. The choir have an excellent reputation
and gave a performance involving a mixed genre of songs
with some audience participation. The Trustees are most
grateful to O'riodan Bond in Brixworth for assisting with

sponsorship for this event.

oriordanbond =,
SALES & LETTINGS .-'

www.friendsofbrixworthchurch.org.uk @brixworthchurchfriends@gmail.com



BRIXWORTH HISTORY SOCIETY -
SUMMER DISPLAY

The Brixworth History Society put together a display of
photographs and information about Brixworth Village
‘How Times Have Changed’ which was presented in
the Heritage Centre throughout the Summer from June
until the end of September. Working in partnership with
the Brixworth History Society the Heritage Centre
opened for visitors to view the display and have
refreshments each weekend.

HERITAGE OPEN WEEKEND

On 14th September 2024, the Friends of Brixworth Church
participated in the National Heritage Open Day event, offering
mini guided tours of the church throughout the day. Many
visitors extended their experience with a tour of nearby historic
buildings along the Brixworth Heritage Trail. Our Heritage Centre
welcomed visitors with a fascinating exhibition from the
Brixworth  History Society, and homemade cakes and
refreshments were served. The beautiful weather ensured a
great turnout, with the tours being so popular that additional
times were added on the day.

ANNUAL LECTURE

The Annual Brixworth Lecture was held on Saturday 2nd November. The
subject ‘The Reign of Offa of Mercia in Context’ was presented by Professor
Rory Naismith, University of Cambridge and proved to be very popular with
the church almost full. A number of students from Oxford, Cambridge and
Leicester universities attended and were taken on a tour of the church by
Professor Story before the lecture. Tea and cake were served in the Heritage
Centre by members of the Friends prior to the start of the lecture. The
Trustees thank Professor Jo Story for arranging the visiting lecturer and
attending to support the Friends on the day.

www.friendsofbrixworthchurch.org.uk @brixworthchurchfriends@gmail.com




General Update

2024 FRIENDS DAY TRUSTEES

In June Gillian Brunton resigned as a Trustee. Gill had
It was with great sadness the Trustees made the served 8 years (max |ength of time one person can
decision to ‘cancel’ our Annual Friends’ Day at the serve as a Trustee is 9 years, in line with our CIO
beginning of June. Unfortunately, the response for constitution) and  contributed  her  energy,
attendance was very low and the event would not resourcefulness and ideas to support the Friends
have been viable. We had a local expert booked to activities and her fellow Trustees. Sadly Walt
give a talk on ‘Bellringing’ and a buffet lunch was to Thompson also resigned his position as a Trustee in
be served following the talk. It was disappointing October.
we did not get to meet some of our Friends as

usual. At the end of the year there were six Trustees in
office. We hope to be able to enlist more Trustees to
assist us with the important charity work in order to
maintain the fabric of the church and promote its
heritage.

If you know anyone or if you yourself would be
interested in becoming a Trustee or joining our
Events Team please do get in touch.

~ CHURCH PROJECTS
(/ ]’] ll ldc I] (/ :Ll ]dC There were no ‘major’ projects during the year which the

Parochial Church Council had requested financial
assistance with. However, going forward there are a
number of identified maintenance issues requiring
attention in order to keep the fabric of the church in good
order and the Trustees will be actively supporting

the PCC with these. The next Quinquennial Inspection is
due to take place in June 2026 and the Trustees

will be supporting any urgent requests for financial
support as a matter of priority.

GROUP GUIDED TOURS

We are very pleased to be able to welcome visitors to our church, both
as individuals and as groups. The church is open every day during
daylight hours and it is pleasing to see visitor numbers have increased
during the summer months since the Pandemic, though having
inspected the visitor's book, it appears there was someone visiting the
church almost every day.

Our three knowledgeable Guides conducted eight arranged tours during
the year, consisting of groups of varying sizes from a selection of
different organisations; U3A History Groups, Christian Fellowship,
National Farmers Union, Rotary Club and University Students etc. Some
of the groups, particularly those who travelled from out of the county,
also stayed for refreshments served in the Heritage Centre making the
visit more of a social occasion.

Arrangements can be made for a guided tour of our church by going to
our website www.friendsofbrixworthchurch.org.uk

www.friendsofbrixworthchurch.org.uk @brixworthchurchfriends@gmail.com



2024 Financial Update

FRIENDS OF ALL SAINTS BRIXWORTH - 2024 vs 2023 CASH REPORT
2024 2023
Cash Movement £ Cash Movement £

Receipts

Membership Subscriptions 492
Donations 715
Visiting Parties 595
Events 5,004
Catering 177
Souvenirs & Publications 3,296
Heritage Centre Income 3,572
Charities Account Interest 1,768
Miscellaneous Income 0
Total Receipts 15,618

Payments

Events (1,652)
Visiting Parties 0
Catering (31)

Souvenirs & Publications (282)

Heritage Centre (2,249)

Church Fabric 0 (1,750)
Insurance (835) (799)
Website (243) (240)
Miscellaneous Expenditure (176) (80)
Capital Expenditure 0 0
Total Payments (5,469) (7,375)

Surplus / (Deficit) of Receipts over Payments 10,149 6,738

Cash and Bank Balance b/f 46,000 39,261
Sumlus / (Deficit) of receipts over payments 10,149 6,738
Cash and Bank Balance c/f 56,150 46,000

Charities Deposit Account 42 BB6 21,313
Bank Account 13,019 23,884
Heritage Centre Cash & Cheques 0.00 215
Paypal 15 15
Cash in Hand 230 72
Uncleared Cheques 0 500
Total Cash and Bank 56,150

The value of the COIF account is £7,181.60, consisting of 353.89 units each worth 2,029 33 pence
The value of the Heritage Centre for insurance purposes is £370,000

The Friends of Brixworth Church have formally approved the Financial Statements for the year ended 2024, which will be filed
with the Charity Commission in due course.

The charity achieved a positive cash surplus of £10,149 for the year. Fundraising events continued to be the primary source
of income, supplemented by steady sales of our publications. While rising costs associated with hosting events have
presented some challenges, the Trustees are actively monitoring event pricing to ensure the best possible outcomes for the
charity. The Trustees were especially grateful for the generous sponsorship received from O’'Riordan Bond during the year.

Income from the Heritage Centre declined slightly over the course of 2024; however, bookings for 2025 are already showing
encouraging growth, with a number of new groups now making use of the facilities.

Requests for financial support from the Parochial Church Council were limited during the year. As a result, the Trustees made
the decision to transfer surplus funds to the Charity’'s Deposit Account, where they will earn a better return until needed for
the maintenance and preservation of the church’s fabric.

www.friendsofbrixworthchurch.org.uk @brixworthchurchfriends@gmail.com



FRIENDS OF ALL SAINTS BRIXWORTH - 2024 vs 2023 CASH REPORT

2024
Cash
Movement £
Receipts
Membership Subscriptions 492
Donations 715
Visiting Parties 595
Events 5,004
Catering 177
Souvenirs & Publications 3,296
Heritage Centre Income 3,572
Charities Account Interest 1,768
Miscellaneous Income 0
Total Receipts 15,618
Payments
Events (1,652)
Visiting Parties 0
Catering (31)
Souvenirs & Publications (282)
Heritage Centre (2,249)
Church Fabric 0
Insurance (835)
Website (243)
Miscellaneous Expenditure (176)
Capital Expenditure 0
Total Payments (5,469)
Surplus / (Deficit) of Receipts over Payments 10,149
Cash and Bank Balance b/f 46,000
Surplus / (Deficit) of receipts over payments 10,149
Cash and Bank Balance c/f 56,150
Charities Deposit Account 42,886
Bank Account 13,019
Heritage Centre Cash & Cheques 0.00
Paypal 15
Cash in Hand 230
Uncleared Cheques 0
Total Cash and Bank 56,150

2023

Cash
Movement £

404
1,006
256
2,540
201
3,654
5,032
1,088
33
14,113

(1,243)
0

(73)
(952)
(2,237)
(1,750)
(799)
(240)
(80)

0
(7,375)

6,738

39,261
6,738
46,000

21,313
23,884
215

15

72

500
46,000

The value of the COIF account is £7,181.60, consisting of 353.89 units each worth 2,029.33 pence

The value of the Heritage Centre for insurance purposes is £370,000
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FRIENDS OF ALL SAINTS’ BRIXWORTH.
TRUSTEE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 3" April 2024 @ 7.30pm
IN THE HERITAGE CENTRE

MINUTES

Present: Hannah Brunton (HB), Kate Knight (KK), Sandy Cummings (SC), lan Smorfitt
(IS), Gill Brunton (GB), Rev David Reith (DR), Libby Bowers (LB),

1. APOLOGIES: Walter Thompson (WT)
2. FINANCES:

» The meeting was called for the review and approval of the finances for the fiscal year
2023 of the Friends of Brixworth Church.

* The financial report for the year 2023 was presented by lan Smorfitt, Treasurer
detailing income, expenditures and overall financial health.

e After a comprehensive review, it was unanimously agreed upon that the finances for
2023 were in order and accurately reflected the activities of the Friends of Brixworth
Church.

Resolution: Hannah Brunton proposed to approve the finances, which was seconded by
Kate Knight. Following this, a vote was conducted, and all members present were in

favour of approving the finances.

Action: lan Smorfitt to file the financial statements and minutes with the Charity
Commission.

Hannah Brunton — Chair

Signed «E@”Br’ur\ﬁO”\ ........ Dated .. | 35, ‘\/\QB bl v b Ly



FRIENDS OF ALL SAINTS BRIXWORTH - 2023 vs 2022 CASH REPORT

Receipts

Membership Subscriptions
Donations

Visiting Parties

Events

Catering

Souvenirs & Publications
Heritage Centre Income
Charities Account Interest
Miscellaneous Income
Total Receipts

Payments

Events

Visiting Parties

Catering

Souvenirs & Publications
Heritage Centre

Church Fabric

Insurance

Website

Miscellaneous Expenditure
Capital Expenditure
Total Payments

Surplus / (Deficit) of Receipts over Paymen

Cash and Bank Balance b/f
Surplus / (Deficit) of receipts over payments
Cash and Bank Balance c/f

Charities Deposit Account

Bank Account

Heritage Centre Cash & Cheques
Paypal

Cash in Hand

Uncleared Cheques

Total Cash and Bank

2023

Cash

Movement £

404
1,006
256
2,540
201
3,554
5,032
1,088
33
14,113

(1,243)

(7,375)

6,738

39,261
6,738
46,000

21,313
23,884
215.17
15

72

500
46,000

2022

Cash
Movement £

572
774
546
3,732
184
2,147
4,120
389

0
12,462

(1,365)
(7)

(22)
(369)
(1,189)
(11,968)
(749)
(175)
(36)

0
(15,880)

(3,418)

42,678
(3,418)
39,261

20,419
18,367
327

15

134

0
39,261

The value of the COIF account is £7,022.95, consisting of 353.89 units each worth 1,984.5 pence

The value of the Heritage Centre for insurance purposes is £370,000
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Friends of All Saints’ Brixworth
TRUSTEE ANNUAL REPORT
FOR THE YEAR ENDING 315" December 2022

Friends of All Saints’ Brixworth is registered with the Charity Commissioners as a CIO (number
1168452) and is constituted by a Trust Deed dated 28" January 1986, amended 7th October 2008.
The Charities Act 2006 requires specific identification of ‘public benefit’. The Trustees confirm that the
objectives and aims, as described below, fall within the following charitable purposes - The
‘advancement of culture and heritage’ and the ‘advancement of religion’.

The objectives of the charity are currently to maintain, improve, supplement and keep in good repair
the fabric, fittings, furniture and furnishings of the Parish Church of All Saints’ Brixworth and its
churchyard and Heritage Centre. The Friends of All Saints’ Brixworth also aim to foster interest in the
Parish Church from near and far, not only as a place of worship but also for its significance to the
area’s local heritage.

Review of the year and future developments:

Trustees consider they were able to adequately fulfilling their objectives with respect to church
projects and Heritage Centre maintenance. The Board of Trustees were able to meet face-to-face five
times to discuss requests from the Parochial Church Council for financial assistance and to arrange
fundraising events.

The focus during the year was to complete the church repairs as outlined in the Quinquennial Report
which was undertaking in June 2021. Repairs to the church roof, three windows, the Saxon door at
the base of the Tower and various parts of the exterior and interior stonework were all completed. In
addition, the long-awaited repair to the Font in the church was at last completed. The church internal
lighting was upgraded to LED providing brighter light and being far more efficient to run. All of the
above items were supported financially by the Friends and a total of £11,968 was granted to the
Parochial Church Council to assist with the projects.

Fundraising events included a Curry & Quiz evening and the Annual Brixworth Lecture.

The Board of Trustees continue to work with the Parochial Church Council to ensure the objectives of
the Charity in relation to the maintenance of the fabric of the Church are upheld.

Finance Report:

The Cash, Bank, and Investment balance at 31st December 2022 is approximately £39k. Total assets
including buildings amount to approximately £370K. The Charities’ income during 2022 was slightly up
compared with that of 2021. The major factors were the increase in visitor numbers and sale of
publications and the hire of the Heritage Centre. The Charity has held a small capital reserve in COIF
Charities Investment Fund for several years, and acknowledges that, owing to the current financial
situation, the growth that has been achieved over this period has not been very strong.

Trustees:

Trustee resignations were received from Caroline Monk and Sue Howard. However, we were pleased
to welcome Libby Bowers, Sandy Cummings and Hannah Brunton as new Trustees.

The Annual Friends’ Day Meeting took place on the first weekend of June, this included a Service of
Thanksgiving, a History Talk and a report on the activities of the Friends. The Trustee’s report,
together with the Treasurer’s report and accounts are published on our website. Treasurer’'s accounts
for 2022 were accepted and approved at a Board of Trustees meeting on15th March 2023.



FRIENDS OF ALL SAINTS BRIXWORTH - 2022 vs 2021 CASH REPORT (DRAFT)

2022
Cash
Movement £
Receipts
Membership Subscriptions 572
Donations 774
Visiting Parties 546
Events 3,732
Catering 184
Souvenirs & Publications 2,147
Heritage Centre Income 4,120
Charities Account Interest 389
Miscellaneous Income 0
Total Receipts 12,462
Payments
Events (1,365)
Visiting Parties (7)
Catering (22)
Souvenirs & Publications (369)
Heritage Centre (1,189)
Church Fabric (11,968)
Insurance (749)
Website (175)
Miscellaneous Expenditure (36)
Capital Expenditure 0
Total Payments (15,880)
Surplus / (Deficit) of Receipts over Paymen (3,418)
Cash and Bank Balance b/f 42,678
Surplus / (Deficit) of receipts over payments (3,418)
Cash and Bank Balance c/f 39,261
Charities Deposit Account 20,419
Bank Account 18,367
Heritage Centre Cash & Cheques 327
Paypal 15
Cash in Hand 134
Uncleared Cheques 0

Total Cash and Bank 39,261

2021

Cash
Movement £

649
1,663
279
2,276
111
1,652
1,093
190

3
7,816

(299)
0
(252)
(227)
(1,208)
(1,500)
(709)
(400)
(32)

0
(4,626)

3,190

39,488
3,190
42,678

20,221
21,682
333
211
181

50
42,678
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Friends of All Saints’ Brixworth
TRUSTEE ANNUAL REPORT
FOR THE YEAR ENDING 315" December 2021

Friends of All Saints’ Brixworth is registered with the Charity Commissioners (number 1168452) and is
constituted by a Trust Deed dated 28" January 1986, amended 7th October 2008.

The Charities Act 2006 requires specific identification of ‘public benefit’. The Trustees confirm that the
objectives and aims, as described below, fall within the following charitable purposes - The
‘advancement of culture and heritage’ and the ‘advancement of religion’.

The objectives of the charity are currently to maintain, improve, supplement and keep in repair the
fabric, fittings, furniture and furnishings of the Parish Church of All Saints’ Brixworth and its churchyard
and Heritage Centre. The Friends of All Saints’ Brixworth also aim to foster interest in the Parish Church
from near and far, not only as a place of worship but also for its significance to the area’s local heritage.

Review of the year and future developments:

Despite another year of disruption imposed by COVID restrictions the Trustees consider that the charity
adequately fulfilled their 2021 objectives with respect to church projects and Heritage Centre
maintenance. The Board of Trustees continued to meet (mostly on Zoom) throughout the year. As the
pandemic restrictions eased, we held two very successful fundraising events; the Annual Brixworth
Lecture in November and a Christmas Concert featuring a local choir in December.

Hire of the Heritage Centre opened again in July with a strict cleaning regime in place. Visitors to the
church started to return and the number increased as the year progressed, resulting in higher sales of
publications. Income from the hire of the Heritage Centre and sale of publications remain two of our
most stable and profitable forms of income.

Our new website went live in March and is proving to be successful resulting in a slight increase in
membership, both in number and participation, though the need to reinvigorate the membership is still
an ongoing objective. However, support for the Friends’ activities during the year was pleasingly high.
We continued to communication with members through circulation of an annual newsletter and provide
notifications of events via email and our website.

As a result of an accessibility safety issue in church the Friends agreed to fund a pair of fixed handrails
to be installed either side of the steps to the Apse. Work to obtain designs and quotes from local firms
commenced and it is hoped these will be fitted early in 2022.

Over the next twelve to eighteen months the Trustees aim to focus on financial support to the PCC in
order to achieve the successful completion of repairs to the Church as identified by the architect in the
Quinquennial Report. Further consideration is being given to support where upgrades could be made to
make efficiency savings in the Church.

Finance Report:

The Cash, Bank, and Investment balance at 31st December 2021 is approximately £42k. Total assets
including buildings amount to approximately £370K. The Charities’ income during 2021 was slightly
down compared with that of 2020. The major factors were the reduction in visitor numbers and sale of
publications. The Charity has held a small capital reserve in COIF Charities Investment Fund for several
years, and acknowledges that, owing to the current financial situation, the growth that has been
achieved over this period has not been very strong.

Trustees:

Rev. David Reith, the new incumbent for Brixworth, joined as a Trustee at the beginning of the year.
There were no further Trustee appointments or resignations during the year.

Due to the COVID 19 restrictions the Annual Friends’ Day Meeting scheduled to take place in June 2021
was cancelled therefore the Trustee’s report, together with the Treasurer’s report and accounts have
been published on our website. Treasurer’s report and accounts for 2021 were accepted and approved
at a Board of Trustees meeting on 22" March 2022.




FRIENDS OF ALL SAINTS BRIXWORTH - 2021 vs 2020 CASH REPORT

2021 2020
Cash Cash
Movement £ Movement £
Receipts
Membership Subscriptions 649 397
Donations 1,663 1,789
Visiting Parties 279 0
Events 2,276 2,146
Catering 111 85
Souvenirs & Publications 1,552 233
Heritage Centre Income 1,093 876
Charities Account Interest 190 255
Miscellaneous Income 3 0
Total Receipts 7,816 5,781
Payments
Events (299) (1,191)
Visiting Parties 0 0
Catering (252) (16)
Souvenirs & Publications (227) 0
Heritage Centre (1,208) (3,706)
Church Maintenance (1,500) (474)
Insurance (709) (709)
Website (400) (400)
Miscellaneous Expenditure (32) 0
Capital Expenditure 0 0
Total Payments (4,626) (6,496)
Surplus / (Deficit) of Receipts over Paymen 3,190 (716)
Cash and Bank Balance b/f 39,488 40,204
Surplus / (Deficit) of receipts over payments 3,190 (716)
Cash and Bank Balance c/f 42,678 39,488
Charities Deposit Account 20,221 20,219
Bank Account 21,682 19,147
Heritage Centre Cash & Cheques 333 0
Paypal 211 0
Cash in Hand 181 93
Uncleared Cheques 50 30
Total Cash and Bank 42,678 39,488

The value of the COIF account is £7,278.24, consisting of 353.89 units each worth 2,056.64 pence
The value of the Heritage Centre for insurance purposes is £370,000



THE FRIENDS OF ALL SAINTS' BRIXWORTH
England & Wales - Charity number 1168452

Accounts




Friends of All Saints’ Brixworth
TRUSTEE ANNUAL REPORT
FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31ST December 2020

Friends of All Saints’ Brixworth is registered with the Charity Commissioners (number 1168452) and is constituted by a Trust Deed
dated 28" January 1986, amended 7th October 2008.

The Charities Act 2006 requires specific identification of ‘public benefit'. The Trustees confirm that the objectives and aims, as
described below, fall within the following charitable purposes - The ‘advancement of culture and heritage’ and the ‘advancement of
religion’.

The objectives of the charity are currently to maintain, improve, supplement, and keep in repair the fabric, fittings,
furniture, and furnishings of the Parish Church of All Saints’ Brixworth and its churchyard and Heritage Centre. The
Friends of All Saints’ Brixworth also aim to foster interest in the Parish Church from near and far, not only as a place of
worship but also for its significance to the area’s local heritage.

Review of the year and church projects:

Despite the COVID-19 pandemic restrictions imposed in March the Trustees consider the charity adequately fulfilled
their 2020 objectives with respect to church projects which concentrated mainly upon support to church repairs and
Heritage Centre maintenance.

The Board of Trustees continued to meet regularly throughout the year on Zoom, reviewing finances, making decisions
on church projects, and planning for when the pandemic came to an end (whenever that would be).

We had one very successful fundraising event in February before the lockdown began. A ‘Curry & Quiz’ evening raised
just under £1000 towards our funds. The Church and Heritage Centre closed to visitors and remained so for the rest of
the year. Friends’ Day, the Brixworth Lecture and a Christmas Concert were all cancelled.

Income from the hire of the Heritage Centre and the sale of publications, two of our most stable and profitable forms of
income, came to almost an abrupt halt.

In September a team of steeplejacks removed the battered looking cockerel weathervane from the church spire. This
was taken to a workshop for repair and regilding. In early October the steeplejacks returned and replaced the, now very
shiny, cockerel back on top of the church spire. The team also carried out an inspection of the fabric of the steeple,
tested the lightning conductor and repaired some roofing tiles which had been damaged in a storm a few weeks earlier.
The Friends contributed £1,500 towards this project.

The Heritage Centre building, the first Charity School dating back to 1811, was showing signs of distress to the
stonework on the roadside due to salt erosion. In October the Trustees employed a local stone mason to replace some
of the stones in the lower half of the wall on the North side of the building. This maintenance will ensure the building
remains watertight for some years to come.

The need to reinvigorate the membership, both in numbers and participation, is still an ongoing objective. This project
has obviously been on hold during the year. However, in September we undertook to build a new website to inform
visitors about the heritage of the Church and the work of the Friends. This time it will include a ‘donate’ button and an
online ‘publications’ shop. It is planned to launch the website in early 2021.

Finance Report:

The Cash, Bank, and Investment balance on 31st December 2020 is approximately £39k. Total assets including
buildings amount to approximately £370K. The Charities’ income during 2020 was significantly reduced. The Charity
has held a small capital reserve in COIF Charities Investment Fund for several years, and acknowledges that owing to
the current financial situation, the growth that has been achieved over this period has not been very strong.

The Trustees have £20K in the Charities Deposit Account thereby gaining some interest on the funds. It is not envisaged
that this money would be required immediately for church projects until the outcome of the church Quinquennial
inspection in 2021 but is accessible should the occasion arise.

Trustees:

Our incumbent for the last seven years, the Revd. Chloe Willson-Thomas, left Brixworth Church in February for another
post in Buckinghamshire. Following a period of interregnum, a new Rector, the Revd. David Reith, was appointed and
arrived at Brixworth in October. We hope he will accept an invitation to become a Trustee of the Friends. A new
Treasurer, lan Smorfitt was appointed at the beginning of 2020 and has supported the Friends throughout the year.

The Treasurer’s report and accounts for 2020 were accepted and approved at a Board of Trustees meeting in March
2021. The Trustee’s report for 2020, together with the Treasurer’s report and accounts will be published on our website.
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