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The South Molton and Ringsash Circuit is made up of 7 churches and one class of Burrington 
Methodist Church located in North Devon. The Circuit consists of Brayford, Burrington, 
Chittlehampton, Kings Nympton, North Molton and South Molton Methodist Churches.  A 
Methodist fellowship at Filleigh shares worship in the Anglican Church in the village.  The Circuit is 
a single minister Circuit employing one Superintendent Minister, a part time administrator and a 
young families worker based at South Molton Methodist Church. 
 
The numbers of members of the churches varies across the Circuit.  Meetings for public worship 
take place across the Circuit every Sunday, together with meetings for study, prayer and fellowship 
in all church buildings.  These meetings are open to all, with Sunday service times being advertised 
on the Circuit Preaching Plan (the Plan) which is available locally and/or through the circuit web 
site, which also has details of Circuit and of local church events.  The web site is in process of being 
refreshed as this is seen as an important part of communication across the circuit and into the 
wider community.  In addition to adult activities, there is also a great deal of children’s work in our 
churches.  Girls and Boys Brigades are well attended. 
 
The Circuit meeting meets twice a year to explore and develop Circuit policy and to receive 
reports. These include the areas of staffing, finances, mission and training. Minutes are taken and 
reports are given. The Circuit meeting is responsible for ministerial staffing and for the 
geographical deployment of staff as well as having financial oversight of Circuit funds. The Circuit 
Leadership Team (CLT) meet around once every 6 weeks to support the work of the circuit 
meeting. On occasions some decisions will be devolved to the CLT by the Circuit meeting as per the 
constitution of the Methodist Church.    
 
The Circuits link with the wider Methodist Church through the Plymouth and Exeter Methodist 
District and to the Methodist conference.  
 
As with every Methodist Circuit, the governance document is the Constitution, Practice and 
Discipline of the Methodist Church which is published every year by the Annual Methodist 
Conference.  
 
The Circuit meeting works with local churches to support mission and ministry in ways appropriate 
to the location and experience of the community in which the church is set.  The plan gives details 
of local contacts in each community.  All of the chapels work with their communities in providing 
space for worship and many for community activity, with halls and rooms being made available for 
community use.  There are increasing links with other agencies as partnership working in 
communities is encouraged within the guidelines of the Methodist Church.  While each local 
church has its own Church Council the Circuit Meeting also supports work in each local church. 
Volunteers give their time in the annual production of local financial and building schedules which 
are brought to the Circuit meeting. The Circuit meeting produce an annual report and accounts.   
 
 
Many of the Circuit Churches hold meetings for older people and these form an important part of 
the work of the Circuit. The local churches provide coffee mornings, space for the church and 
community to meet, space for community groups to meet as well as public worship and the 



occasional offices of baptisms, weddings and funerals.  
 
Work among families and young people includes BB and GB companies, activities on Sunday 
mornings for children, various preschool activities and engagement with local schools through  
leading assemblies.  
 
The above work and other work locally is managed by the local Church trustees and is supported 
by the Circuit meeting.  
 
The Circuit meeting has oversight for Safeguarding for children and vulnerable adults through its 
lay safeguarding officers and the circuit work within the guidelines for safeguarding produced 
within the Plymouth and Exeter District and the Methodist Church at a connexional level. 
 
Partnership with other churches and other agencies is encouraged so as to work together to 
support the communities in which the churches are set. 
 
The circuit churches seek to work ecumenically with other Christian denominations and bring to 
their communities a distinctive and open exploration of faith and community development from a 
Methodist perspective.   
 
The circuit meeting encourage the local churches in affirming the historic nature of faith which is 
lived out today in the Methodist tradition in the context of the communities of the 21st century. 
The chapels are community spaces and the policy of the Circuit is to develop their use in current as 
well as in new ways.   
 
The Circuit affirms the living Christian faith shown in all of the Methodist churches within the 
Circuit and continues to encourage the work locally with all of the 7 Methodist churches, and their 
surrounding communities, which are part of the South Molton and Ringsash Methodist Circuit.   
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
















