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AGM REPORT FOR 2023-24 
 
 
Dear BCP Members and residents, 
A warm welcome and thanks to those attending today and to the residents and organisations that 
continue to work with us for the benefit of Bentswood residents. 
 
To be honest, this has been a difficult year for the charity and its Trustees.  The knock-on effects 
from the unnecessarily unpleasant parting of ways with what is now known as The Bentswood Hub 
CIC continue to impact upon the work of the BCP and some of the Trustees.   
 
In addition to this, I have recently taken on a huge employment responsibility which has not left me 
the time needed to efficiently support my colleagues and deal with the administrative needs of the 
charity.  For this I continue to owe a considerable apology to my Trustee colleagues and to the BCP 
membership, who will have heard very little from us over 2023-24.  This partly explains why our 
Returns to the Charity Commission are very overdue although, in fairness, there have been known 
problems with their online systems that have prevented me from uploading the scanned paperwork 
that was ready for them a year or so ago!  This problem still persists and I hope to find time in the 
coming weeks to find a resolution  not least as the 2023-24 figures are now ready to submit, 
subject to audit and scrutiny by the Trustees! 
 
However, on the positive side the BCP, chiefly through the amazing work of Ruth de Mierre, started 
activities to support children and families with SEND.  The first of these, with Trustees having cleared 
the garden, to have a weekly guided gardening project where children were able to plant and tend 
to their own herbs and vegetables over the Summer. 
 
In tandem with this, a Cookery Club was set up and enabled children to come to The Bentswood and 
learn basic cooking skills.  And eat the proceeds of course!  Both of these projects were supported by 
wonderful volunteers, to whom we owe sincere thanks, and the transformation that was seen in 
some of the attendees was amazing and heartwarming. 
 
Looking forward, we are very keen indeed to develop projects or services to support older 
residents and so please do get in touch if you have any ideas for us to work on. 
 
To wrap up, I have some sincere thanks to make public.    The first is to Clarion Futures, who 
continue to generously financially support the community through taking on the leasing of The 
Bentswood, in conjunction with the BCP.    My second thanks go to the volunteers who have 
supported our projects and the delightful families that have responded so positively to them. 
 
My final thanks go to my fellow Trustees, who have borne with me during long periods of silence and 
failure to get things done in timely fashion to support their efforts.  Nonetheless, the BCP continues 
to work to serve and support the residents of Bentswood. 
Thank you for your interest in our work 
Kind Regards 
 

 
 

 
 

Stephen R Hillier, Chairman 2014  present     15th May 2025 


















