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2024-2025 has been a rather mixed year for our organisation.

Membership has continued to grow steadily and our newsletter, which continues to be published monthly and is 
shared with a number of other clubs both in the UK and abroad via eBees, continues to be well regarded and 
received.

Our alternative approach to beekeeping, which uses a specially designed long hive that allows easy access to 
beekeepers of all ages and physical abilities to enjoy the hobby whilst allowing the bee colony to flourish with 
minimal disruption to the hive and in a more natural, treatment free environment, continues to generate interest 
amongst new and established beekeepers. Sales of Lune Valley Long Hives to both members and non-members 
have progressed steadily throughout the year.

The very variable weather throughout last year was not kind to our apiaries and many of our colonies have 
struggled.  Inclement weather also disrupted many of our planned apiary interventions and practical training 
sessions. A number of site maintenance sessions had to be cancelled and a number of social meetings were not 
well supported by members. We did, however, stage a very successful annual Open Day.

In mid February we held a General Meeting to encourage members to review all of our activities and assess which 
continue to attract viable support. We expect to be sharing the outcomes with all members very shortly.

In mid October we organised a regional conference based on our alternative style of beekeeping. This was 
supported by several speakers of national note and attracted attendees from across the North as well as a few 
from much further afield and was very well received.

In the last few weeks we have started to set up our second club apiary on a site which is being developed into an 
outdoor, environmental education centre. Hopefully it will increase our ability to promote the benefits of pollinators
to the environment.

We continue to have an involvement with FoodFutures, a North Lancashire based organisation whose objectives 
are to encourage more people to develop healthy diets by growing more of their own food using organic growing 
methods. Our objectives are to ensure that their plans and strategies involve appropriate provisions for pollinators.

Our plans for making local people aware of the risks posed by the potential arrival of the Yellow Legged Asian 
hornet and organising a local trapping and monitoring programme are now well developed and we are currently 
seeking funding to support this.

Dr Fred J Ayres, Chairman of Trustees.








