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Lune Valley Beekeepers
England & Wales · Charity number 1167725

Details

Other names LUNE VALLEY COMMUNITY BEEKEEPERS

Status Registered

Legal form CIO

Registered 2016-06-20

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address 83 Dorchester Road
Garstang
Preston
PR3 1HH

Phone 07718900466

Email dware83@aol.com

Website www.lunevalleybeekeepers.co.uk

Activities

Objects: THE OBJECTS OF THE CIO ARE(1) TO PROMOTE THE CRAFT OF KEEPING OF HONEY
BEES (2) TO PROVIDE EDUCATION AND PRACTICAL SUPPORT TO ENHANCE THE STANDARD OF
BEEKEEPING HUSBANDRY (3) TO PROVIDE EDUCATION AND PRACTICAL SUPPORT TO ENHANCE
THE QUANTITY AND QUALITY OF FORAGE AVAILABLE TO HONEY BEES AND OTHER
POLLINATORS(4) TO RAISE PUBLIC AWARENESS OF THE IMPORTANCE OF HONEY BEES TO THE
ENVIRONMENT AND THE ECONOMY

Activities: The objects are to promote the craft of keeping of honey bees and to provide education and
practical support to enhance the standard of beekeeping husbandry and quality of forage available to honey
bees and other pollinators

Classification

• How: Provides Services, Provides Advocacy/advice/information

• What: Education/training, Environment/conservation/heritage

• Who: The General Public/mankind
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Geography

• Cumbria

• Lancashire

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-02-28 £10,860 £12,225 - -

2024-02-29 £9,894 £8,351 - -

2023-02-28 £10,087 £10,419 - -

2022-02-28 £12,590 £5,816 - -

2021-02-28 £15,331 £13,509 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

David Anthony Fatkin 2026-03-01

David Wareing 2026-03-01

Robin Sykes 2024-08-01

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1167725
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Lune Valley Beekeepers
Charitable Incorporated Organisation Reg No: 116775

Draft Trustees’ Report
for the year ended 28th February 2025

2024-2025 has been a rather mixed year for our organisation.

Membership has continued to grow steadily and our newsletter, which continues to be published monthly and is 
shared with a number of other clubs both in the UK and abroad via eBees, continues to be well regarded and 
received.

Our alternative approach to beekeeping, which uses a specially designed long hive that allows easy access to 
beekeepers of all ages and physical abilities to enjoy the hobby whilst allowing the bee colony to flourish with 
minimal disruption to the hive and in a more natural, treatment free environment, continues to generate interest 
amongst new and established beekeepers. Sales of Lune Valley Long Hives to both members and non-members 
have progressed steadily throughout the year.

The very variable weather throughout last year was not kind to our apiaries and many of our colonies have 
struggled.  Inclement weather also disrupted many of our planned apiary interventions and practical training 
sessions. A number of site maintenance sessions had to be cancelled and a number of social meetings were not 
well supported by members. We did, however, stage a very successful annual Open Day.

In mid February we held a General Meeting to encourage members to review all of our activities and assess which 
continue to attract viable support. We expect to be sharing the outcomes with all members very shortly.

In mid October we organised a regional conference based on our alternative style of beekeeping. This was 
supported by several speakers of national note and attracted attendees from across the North as well as a few 
from much further afield and was very well received.

In the last few weeks we have started to set up our second club apiary on a site which is being developed into an 
outdoor, environmental education centre. Hopefully it will increase our ability to promote the benefits of pollinators
to the environment.

We continue to have an involvement with FoodFutures, a North Lancashire based organisation whose objectives 
are to encourage more people to develop healthy diets by growing more of their own food using organic growing 
methods. Our objectives are to ensure that their plans and strategies involve appropriate provisions for pollinators.

Our plans for making local people aware of the risks posed by the potential arrival of the Yellow Legged Asian 
hornet and organising a local trapping and monitoring programme are now well developed and we are currently 
seeking funding to support this.

Dr Fred J Ayres, Chairman of Trustees.
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Lune Valley Beekeepers
Charitable Incorporated Organisation Reg No: 116775

Trustees’ Report
for the year ended 29th February 2024

We are pleased to report that we have had another successful year during which membership continued to grow 
steadily. 

Our newsletter continues to be published monthly and is shared with a number of other clubs both in the UK and 
abroad via eBees. Some 20% of our membership now comprises of out of area members who have joined in order 
to receive the newsletter.

Our alternative approach to beekeeping u uses a long hive that allows easy access to beekeepers of all ages and 
physical abilities t enjoy the hobby whilst allowing the bee colony to flourish with minimal disruption to the hive 
and in a more natura, treatment free environment.

During the year we have been asked to make over 20 presentations to other beekeeping organisations, schools 
and community groups. These included 3 special residential schools and a residential drug rehabilitation centre 
which felt that beekeeping could be therapeutic for their residents.

Our new breeding apiary was completed during the year and is now fully stocked with locally adapted, near native 
bees, ready for the 2024 season. During the year we were able to ensure that all new members who wanted bees 
were able to obtain nucleus colonies of near native, locally adapted bees and install them successfully.

During the summer season we held a range of practical training and social meetings for members, including our 
summer barbecue and our annual Open Day. This was our most successful Open Day yet, attracting many visitors 
and raising more funds than ever before. During the winter season we organised a diverse range of informative 
meetings, some of which were online meetings.

Early in 2023 we received approval from the City Council for our woodland development plan which, over a 5-7 
year period will open up the woodland to create a more attractive environment for wildlife. We hope to incorporate 
volunteers from outside of the Club as well as Club members to deliver the plan. A similar plan is being developed 
to continue to improve the quality of our wildflower meadow. We are extremely grateful to all the members who 
contributed, often working alone, to maintain the Apiary, woodland and the meadow.

Sales of Lune Valley Long Hives to both members and non-members have progressed steadily throughout the year.
During the year hives were sent as far away as Malvern in Worcestershire and Cupar in Scotland.

We continue to have an involvement with FoodFutures, a North Lancashire based organisation whose objectives 
are to encourage more people to develop more healthy diets by growing more of their own food using organic 
growing methods. Our objectives are to ensure that their plans and strategies involve appropriate provisions for 
pollinators.

During the year we were sad to receive the resignation, due to ill-health, of Jane York, one of our Trustees. Jane has
committed much time to the Club, especially in maintaining the wildflower meadow and other aspects of the 
Apiary, and her efforts will be missed. We were pleased, however, to welcome two new Trustees, Nigel Leech and 
Louise Evans, who were appointed during the year.

2024 presents us, and other beekeepers with a serious challenge, that of controlling and hopefully eradicating the 
Asian hornet, which has caused so much damage in northern France. For the last three years this invasive species 
has been striving to establish itself along the south coast of England. Whilst it may not become a serious threat in 
the north of England for a year or so, we are already planning a local spotting and trapping programme and 
informing relevant local organisations of the precautions they should take.

Dr Fred J Ayres, Chairman of Trustees, 18th April 2024



LUNE VALLEY BEEKEEPERS

Charitable Incorpororated Organisation Reg No: 1167727

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT

1st March 2023 to 29th February 2024

Year 2022-23

for comparison

INCOME

660 Subscriptions 772

525 Insurance 590

950 Course fees 730

6589 Sales of goods 5137

428 Donations 488

146 Gift Aid 600

539 Fund raising 1577

250 Grant income 0

10087 Total income 9894

EXPENDITURE

638 Site costs 683

369 Apiary costs 93

784 Meadow costs 0

6013 Cost of sales of goods 4097

105 Display materials 957

496 Course costs 45

744 Insurance 777

594 Web site 338

117 Other items 30

559 Obsolete equipment 516

0 Meeting costs 140

10419 Total expenditure 7676

-£332 Operational surplus for year £2,218

0 Depreciation for year 675

-£332 Surplus for year £1,543

Membership as at 29th February 2024 59



LUNE VALLEY BEEKEEPERS

Charitable Incorporated Organisation Reg No: 1167725

BALANCE SHEET as at: 29th February 2024

Year 2022-23

for comparison

FIXED ASSETS As at 1.03.23 Additions Depreciation As at 29.02.24

3146 Containers & Fitings 3146 0 0 3146

1710 Exhibition equipment 1710 240 195 1755

1850 Equipment & tools 1850 0 185 1665

2550 Hives & stands 2550 400 295 2655

675

9256 TOTAL FIXED ASSETS 9221

3500 Colonies of bees as at 29th February 2 2024 3500

CURENT ASSETS

710 Stocks of goods for re-sale 461

645 Debtors 874

781 Cash at Bank 1589

2136 2924

CURRENT LIABILITIES

-634 Pre-payments 1909

0 Creditors 0 1909

1502 NET CURRENT ASSETS 1015

£14,258 TOTAL ASSETS £13,736

Represented by:

2000 Trustees' Loans 750

3422 1422 Members' Loans 607 1357

ACCUMULATED FUND

16446 As at 1st March 2023 10836

-332 Add:Surplus for period 1543

16114 12379

-5278 Less: Depreciation earlier years 0

10836 12379

£14,258 £13,736



Lune Valley Beekeepers
England & Wales  -  Charity number 1167725

Accounts



Trustees’ Annual Report for the year ending 30th June 2023

The Trustees of The Lions Club of St Austell present their annual report and audited
accounts for the year ended 30th June 2023 and confirm they comply with the
requirements of the Charities Act 2011, and the Charities SORP (FRS 102)
Structure, Governance and Management.

The Lions Club of St Austell is a Charitable Incorporated Organisation governed by
its constitution adopted on the 25th November 2017. The constitution and byelaws
make provision for the maximum and minimum number of trustees and identifying          
those members who by virtue of their office should also be a trustee. Trustees are
elected at the Annual General Meeting.

Objectives and Activities
The Lions Club of St Austell is part of Lions Clubs International which operates
throughout the world and our objectives are exclusively charitable. We seek the
advancement of citizenship by encouraging members to take an active interest in
the civic, cultural, social and moral welfare of the community. We encourage
service-minded people to serve their community without personal reward and
advocate high ethical standards in commerce, industry, professions, public works
and private endeavours.

We support youth to develop their skills, capacities, and capabilities to enable them
to participate in society as mature and responsible individuals.

We also promote the Voluntary Sector for the public benefit by associating with local
authorities in a common effort to advance education and provide facilities in the
interests of social welfare for recreation or other leisure time occupation to improve
the conditions of life of people in local, national and international communities.

We encourage volunteering; the relief of poverty and the relief of those in need in
particular by providing humanitarian aid and disaster relief; the advancement of
health or the saving of lives by preventing avoidable blindness, assisting disabled
people to lead independent lives or helping to prevent or manage health issues.
We uphold for the benefit of the public the conservation protection and
improvement of the physical and natural environment; and/or promoting community
participation in healthy recreation.

Achievements and Performance
During the reported period we were once again able to conduct our usual
fundraising activities. We were able to accompany Santa through the
residential areas of St Austell and surrounding districts much to the delight of
residents, especially young children. Our Easter Egg raffle was a success once
again and we participated in a number of car boot sales. In addition we were
involved in a number of other fundraising activities but new to this year was a
challenge amongst our members to raise funds through their own ingenious
fundraising activities.

The Lions Club of St Austell Charity 
registration number: 1177541



Amongst those who we have supported during this reporting period have included: -

1. Merlin Neuro Therapy Centre, located in Mid-Cornwall supports adults, young people 
and children living with long-term neurological conditions and/or neuro diversities to 
access specialist therapies, support, and information in a safe, supportive 
environment to help them improve their physical and mental well-being.

2. Cornwall Community Foundation Young and Talented Fund, now headed by Lord 
Lieutenant of Cornwall Colonel Edward Bolitho OBE, strives to help those young 
individuals who have demonstrated an outstanding talent in a particular field – such 
as sport, the arts and science – but are struggling to achieve their ambition or 
progress in their chosen career because of hardship or disability.

3. Humanitarian appeals to assist the victims of the earthquake in Turkey and the 
citizens in war torn Ukraine.

4. We have also made significant financial donations to: -

Scout World Jamboree
Wave project
MNDA Cornwall
St Austell Music Festival
Treverbyn Community Trust

In addition to making grants to deserving causes within the St Austell area the club
also supports Zone, District and Multiple District projects. We have donated £1,000
to Lions Club International Foundation whose projects include Water Aid, Eye Camps and 
Street Children and disaster relief. 

Financial Review
Now that the pandemic has passed we have had more scope to return to normal fundraising
within our community but we have dispensed with out summer duck races due to 
advancing age and reducing membership.  We hope to encourage new members to join us 
and consider other methods of fundraising in the future.

Reference and Administrative details

Charity name: The Lions Club of St Austell
Registered charity number 1177541
Charity’s principal address 65 Retallick Meadows, St Austell, Cornwall PL25 3BY
Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity: -
James Mathers 
Barbara Trenerry President
Eric Scorse Treasurer
Gail Mathers Secretary appointed 1/7/21
Tony Pickup
David Honey Membership Chairman
Barry Merrifield Trustee

Declarations

The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above.



Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees

Signature J. Mathers

Full name James Michael Finian Mathers



LUNE VALLEY BEEKEEPERS
Charitable Incorporated Organisation Reg No: 1167725

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT
1ST March 2022 to 28th February 2023

2022 for
comparison

INCOME
576 Subscriptions 660
392 Insurance 525

1470 Course fees 950
5160 Sales of goods 6589

832 Donations 428
341 Gift Aid 146
819 Fund raising 539

3000 Grant income 250

12590 Total income 10087

EXPENDITURE
407 Site costs 638
713 Apiary costs 369

0 Meadow costs 784
3734 Cost of sales of goods 6013

91 Publicity 105
655 Course costs 496
705 Insurance 744
389 Web site 594

80 Other items 117
0 Obsolete equipment 559

6774 Total expenditure 10419

£5,816 Excess of income over expenditure -£332
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LUNE VALLEY BEEKEEPERS
Charitable Incorporated Organisation Reg No: 1167725

BALANCE SHEET
As at 28th February 2023

2022
for comparison

FIXED ASSETS at cost
3596 Container costs 3596
4254 Training Apiary 4268
7146 Breeding apiary 7146
3024 Stocks of bees 3024

18020 Total fixed assets 18034

CURRENT ASSETS
1180 Stocks of goods for re-sale 710
341 Debtors 645

1568 Cash at Bank 781
3089 2136

CURRENT LIABILITIES
-714 Pre-payments 634

0 Creditors 0 634
2375 NET CURRENT ASSETS 1502

£20,395 TOTAL ASSETS £19,536

Represented by:
2000 Trustees' Loans 2000
1949 3949 Members' Loans 1422 3422

ACCUMULATED FUND
10630 As at 1st March 2019 16446
5816 16446 Add: surplus for period -332 16114

£20,395 £19,536

We certify that this Balance Sheet and Income and Expenditure Account
show a true and fair view of this organisation's position.

 Signed:                                                                  Signed:

…................................................. ….........................................................
Dr Fred J Ayres Mrs Glenis Ayres, Trustee

Signed:                                                                  Signed:

….................................................. ….................................................................
Mrs C Jane York, Trustee Mr Nigel M Leech, Trustee
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Lune Valley 

Community Beekeepers
Charitable Incorporated Organisation Reg No: 116775

Trustees’ Report
for the year ended 28th February 2021

Despite the constantly varying restrictions imposed on us due to the coronavirus pandemic, we 
have remained active throughout.

Membership has continued to grow throughout the year helped by the introductory courses we 
were able to run in March and October and a successful Open Day held in July.

We now have a new venue for our monthly meetings but shortly after moving there we had to 
suspend actual meetings and move to on-line meetings via Zoom. This had not only increased 
attendance but allowed us to hear from speakers it would otherwise have been too expensive to 
engage. In the same way, we have been able to provide speakers to explain our approaches to 
beekeeping to other clubs and organisations over a wide geographical area.

Our newsletter continues to be published monthly and is shared with a number of other clubs 
both in the UK and abroad.

During the year we were able to ensure that all new members who wanted bees were able to 
obtain nucleus colonies and install them successfully.

Sales of Lune Valley Long Hives to both members and non-members have progressed steadily 
throughout the year and detailed plans for those who wish to build their own are now available on
our web site.

At the beginning of 2020 we were invited to take part in Lancaster City Council’s People's Jury on 
climate change, and FoodFutures, a North Lancashire based organisation whose objectives are to 
create a sustainable food system that is predominantly plant-based, local, seasonal, and which 
uses organic growing methods. Both initiatives are calling for a significant increase in the amount 
of food that is grown locally in gardens and allotments and will need a significant increase in the 
numbers of pollinators if they are to fully succeed.

Throughout the year we hosted a team of young people from Lancashire Youth Challenge who 
have worked on clearing an overgrown section of woodland at the Club apiary, planting a variety 
of native woodland flowers and restoring part of the main pathway.

A start was made on the creation of our proposed breeding apiary. The site has been cleared and 
a solid base laid. Further funding is being sought to hopefully complete the project in time for the 
2021 season.

Due to Covid-19 social distancing restrictions, we were unable to hold a practical training course 
during 2020. However, another is planned for 2021. 

.

In previous years we have benefitted greatly from the various Community Payback Teams who 
have assisted with the task of keeping our apiary grounds well managed and tidy. Unfortunately, 
due to the Covid-19 restrictions, they have not been permitted to work on our site this year.



However, we are extremely grateful to all the members who contributed, often working alone, to 
keeping the site and the meadow as tidy and well-managed as practical in the circumstances.

During the year, Professor Chris Carr resigned as a Trustee and we wish to record our thanks for 
the contribution he made. We also welcome Mrs Jane York on her appointment as a Trustee.

Notwithstanding the challenges caused by the pandemic, 2020-2021 has been a productive year 
and we seem set for further growth.

Dr Fred J Ayres
Chairman of Trustees
1st March 2021



LUNE VALLEY COMMUNITY BEEKEEPERS
Charitable Incorporated Organisation Reg No: 1167725

BALANCE SHEET as at 29th February 2020

2019
for comparison

FIXED ASSETS
3081 Container costs 3081
3463 Apiary Equipment 4198
1000 Stocks of bees 1000
2795 Other Equipment 3147

10339 Total fixed assets 11426

CURRENT ASSETS
1293 Stocks of goods for re-sale 1020

625 Debtor - Gift Aid 307
2474 Cash at Bank 2735
4392 4062

CURRENT LIABILITIES
816 Prepayments 619
48 Creditors 60 679

3528 NET CURRENT ASSETS 3383

£13,867 TOTAL ASSETS £14,809

Represented by:
4500 Trustees' Loans 3000
1500 6000 Members' Loans 3000 6000

Accumulated Fund
3478 As at 1st March 2019 7867
4389 7867 Add: surplus for period 942 8809

£13,867 £14,809

We certify that these records show a true and fair view of the organisation's accounts and records.

Signed: Signed:

…............................................................. …..............................................................................
Dr F J Ayres, Trustee Mrs G Ayres, Trustee

Signed:

…...................................................
Prof. C Carr, Trustee



LUNE VALLEY COMMUNITY BEEKEEPERS
Charitable Incorporated Organisation Reg No: 1167725

OPERATING ACCOUNT
Year to 28th February 2021

2020 for
comparison

INCOME
516 Subscriptions 552
190 Insurance 364

2407 Course fees 964
1141 Profit on sales 10101

472 Donations 974
307 Gift Aid 294
163 Fund raising 510

1230 Grant income 1572
6426 Total income 15331

EXPENDITURE
2314 Site costs 479

859 Apiary costs 2262
102 Meadow costs 317

0 Cost of sales of goods 9223
949 Course costs 289
590 Insurance 649
293 Web site 59
236 Meeting costs 207
141 Other items 24

5484 Total expenditure 13509

£942 Excess of income over expenditure £1,822



LUNE VALLEY COMMUNITY BEEKEEPERS
Charitable Incorporated Organisation Reg No: 1167725

OPERATING ACCOUNT
Year to 28th February 2021



LUNE VALLEY COMMUNITY BEEKEEPERS
Notes on the accounts to 29th February 2020

1 Site cost
The increase is due to the cost of laying the all-weather
surface to the apiary at a cost of £2160

2 Stocks of goods for re-sale (at cost)
2 Lune Valley Long Hives 570
135 printed mugs 331
Hive packaging 119

£1,020 

3 Prepayments
This comprises:
* Membership subscriptions 2020-2021 £228 
* Insurance premiums 2020-2021 £91 
* Course fees paid in advance £300 

£619 

4 Creditors
Aughton Village Hall £60 

4 Restricted Funding
Morecambe Festival Fund £230 

5 Grants Received
Morecambe Festival Fund 230
The Skelton Trust 1000

£1,230 

6 Trustees
Mr Huston Clements resigned as a Trustee in March 2019.



LUNE VALLEY COMMUNITY BEEKEEPERS
Schedule of Assets at 29th February 2020

Container Costs
As at 1st March 2019 3081.21

3081.21

Apiary Equipment
As at 1st March 2019 3463.11
Additions during year
14.03.19 40 bee suits 700.04
30.08.19 new lock for container 34.99

4198.14

Stocks of bees
As at 1st March 2019 1000.00

Other Equipment
As at 1st March 2019 2794.25
Additions during year
Mock up teaching hives 352.22

3146.47
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