
Annual Report 2022-2023

Methodist Asylum Project
Middlesbrough



Welcome to our Annual Report for 2022-2023
Throughout the year asylum seekers have continued to be 
dispersed to Middlesbrough and Redcar & Cleveland and 
through MAP we continue to offer a warm welcome, support 
with the various issues that they have to contend with, 
organise activities and offer clothing and household items.

Unfortunately we do no longer have a place to store furniture 
so are now unable to help those setting up home after 
receiving leave to remain. We can however, direct our clients 
to other sources of reasonably priced items.

Billy , our Project Manager, is now well settled into his role and 
is working hard to provide a safe and secure place for our 
service users to flourish. Hamid, our Assistant Project Manager, 
is now employed fulltime and is a tremendous support to Billy. 
As Hamid has been through the asylum process himself he 
can relate to our current service users and the many issues 
they have.

Week by week our dedicated volunteers ensure the activities 
run smoothly for our service users and we could not run MAP 
without their help. Sadly one of our long time volunteers
Trish McCartney died suddenly in the Spring and is greatly 
missed by us all but especially the group who meet regularly 
for games on a Saturday afternoon.

Due to decreasing numbers, mainly due to our service users 
enrolling for college, our drop-in at Teesville has closed. 

Our thanks go to all the volunteers who supported our service
users in this area and for St Andrews Church for the use of their 
premises.

Reg Bellerby, a Trustee for 6 years felt it was time to retire and 
due to work commitments Ali Awad Ali Muhammad had to 
resign. We thank them both for their dedication to MAP
and wish them both well for the future. We are in the process of 
appointing two new Trustees to join the Board and work 
towards overseeing the finances and governance of
MAP.

Our work could not continue without the support of our funders 
and the hard work of Rose Hardman, our fund finder, identifying 
possible sources of income. Personal donations
through our Just Giving page on the website is also greatly 
appreciated. Thanks also to the generosity of the people of 
Middlesbrough and surrounding area who continue to donate
much needed goods for us to distribute to our grateful service 
users.

As you read the rest of the report you will see the variety of 
services and events we are able to provide and if you feel you 
could volunteer or help MAP in any other way please contact
us for further information.
Thank you for your continued support of MAP.

Pat Martin
Chair of Trustees
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It has been a busy year for MAP.

Hamid is now full time, which is a blessing 
for MAP. I greatly value his wisdom and 
skills and appreciate sharing the office 
and activities with him. He helps me see 
the lighter side of things even in difficult 
situations; and he even laughs at my 
jokes. 

It would be remiss not to mention in the 
same breath Raha who works quietly 
behind the scenes of both of us but is an 
invaluable asset to MAP and gives so 
much in all she does.



Volunteers 
Without our volunteers our work would 
be overwhelming, indeed impossible. 
We are deeply grateful for their 
ongoing gifts of time, patience and 
understanding. 

We especially remember Trish who 
sadly passed away very suddenly; her 
work over many years is greatly 
appreciated. Thanks also go to those 
volunteers who have faithfully kept the 
Saturday games session going.

We have also welcomed some new 
volunteers many of whom are asylum 
seekers.

MAP is planning a volunteer’s day in 
November to show our appreciation 
for all their service.

MAP is busy and lively, the current 
atmosphere during activities is warm 
and joyous.

Getting ready for our annual 
day out. Hamid and Raha.

Raha receiving a 
volunteer award



The Avenue church Drop In 

It has been a busy year for MAP.

Hamid is now full time, which is a blessing 
for MAP. I greatly value his wisdom and 
skills and appreciate sharing the office 
and activities with him. He helps me see 
the lighter side of things even in difficult 
situations; and he even laughs at my 
jokes. 

It would be remiss not to mention in the 
same breath Raha who works quietly 
behind the scenes of both of us but is an 
invaluable asset to MAP and gives so 
much in all she does.

Distribution of new goods 
at the Avenue

Our clothing and household goods distribution continues weekly 
10.00am-12.00 noon. In the period September 2022- August 2023, 
we have hosted 272 people at the Avenue and distributed 866 
bags of clothing alongside considerable amounts of bedding 
and household goods.

We have had donations via MVDA of high-quality new goods 
throughout the year, these are gratefully received by our service 
users.  We also thank Judith Ventress for her very generous 
regular donations of mother and baby materials particularly 
baby baskets fully kitted out.

We give thanks to all our generous doners. We are always in need 
of goods as demand remains great. We welcome the regular 
weekly presence of Mears (Home Office housing contractor) 
welfare officers Karen and Sandra, at the Avenue, who are 
providing an invaluable service and help in resolving some of the 
many issues that arise for service users. The ‘shed’ has been 
returned to the new owner of the adjacent property so we are no 
longer able to take furniture.

Football continues with Middlesbrough Football Foundation. 
Players are collected from the Avenue and MAP provides 
transport to the Herlingshaw centre during school term time. 
We are now running an internet café in the Avenue to help those 
who wish to browse but have limited phone data.



Redcar Drop In & 
English 
Redcar Drop In and English continues on 
Wednesday afternoons at Park Avenue Baptist 
Church Redcar. In the past year we have worked 
with 85 service users, numbers are a little lower 
at present due to members attending 
Middlesbrough college for more advanced 
English, which we see as a sign of success, 
representing empowerment and confidence 
gained in part by our efforts.

An internet café facility is now available, and 
members are also invited to help on the church 
allotment which they find helpful and relaxing.

Our partners Justice First now have a monthly 
presence. And we are regularly joined by Jess 
from Mears the area welfare manager.

Pizza quiz English learning board

Pizza English lesson with pizza.



Thursday Music Café 
Drop in & Welcome Hub 
Has seen an increase in numbers over the summer and 
has a very lively atmosphere with each of its activities 
growing. We have worked with 190 people in the past 
year.

 We now have a weekly Red Cross presence who help 
service users with complex needs. The internet café is 
operational here as well.

Terry Doyle continues meditation sessions and will be 
expanding his work from 15 September (Redcar) and 21 
September (Middlesbrough) to include Tai Chi 
bodywork health and wellbeing activities including 
minibus trips out of town and walking. 

Hamid is offering the barber service which is well used.
IELTS lessons continue to be well attended and thanks 
go to Janice for all her hard work.

In our 2023-2024 period we hope to start a women’s 
crafting group on Thursdays led by Elis one of our 
volunteers. 

Music cafe and fellowship. 
Thursdays at MAP

Our clothing and household goods distribution continues weekly 
10.00am-12.00 noon. In the period September 2022- August 2023, 
we have hosted 272 people at the Avenue and distributed 866 
bags of clothing alongside considerable amounts of bedding 
and household goods.

We have had donations via MVDA of high-quality new goods 
throughout the year, these are gratefully received by our service 
users.  We also thank Judith Ventress for her very generous 
regular donations of mother and baby materials particularly 
baby baskets fully kitted out.

We give thanks to all our generous doners. We are always in need 
of goods as demand remains great. We welcome the regular 
weekly presence of Mears (Home Office housing contractor) 
welfare officers Karen and Sandra, at the Avenue, who are 
providing an invaluable service and help in resolving some of the 
many issues that arise for service users. The ‘shed’ has been 
returned to the new owner of the adjacent property so we are no 
longer able to take furniture.

Football continues with Middlesbrough Football Foundation. 
Players are collected from the Avenue and MAP provides 
transport to the Herlingshaw centre during school term time. 
We are now running an internet café in the Avenue to help those 
who wish to browse but have limited phone data.



Friday Come & 
Chat English
Friday Come and Chat English, there remains 
a lovely atmosphere, people are enjoying their 
fellowship and classes. Bob and Belle continue 
to provide a wholesome meal after the 
sessions. David and Emily lead a singing 
session from Noon which lifts the spirits for 
participants. 

We had 231 people attend in the past year 
with a footfall of 1467.

We average 15 singers per session. We also 
have some new volunteers who are very 
committed. All friends and supporters are 
welcome to join us anytime.

Beginners English Come and Chat

Advanced class at Come and Chat.



Feelgood singing on Fridays.

Saturday Games at 
the Avenue 
Saturday Games at the Avenue continue with 
a faithful group of volunteers and service 
users. Our thanks to both groups for their 
ongoing support and attendance.



Friday Come and Chat English, there remains 
a lovely atmosphere, people are enjoying their 
fellowship and classes. Bob and Belle continue 
to provide a wholesome meal after the 
sessions. David and Emily lead a singing 
session from Noon which lifts the spirits for 
participants. 

We had 231 people attend in the past year 
with a footfall of 1467.

We average 15 singers per session. We also 
have some new volunteers who are very 
committed. All friends and supporters are 
welcome to join us anytime.

Christmas Party 
2022
On 10th December 2022 we had our 
Christmas party at Linthorpe Road. 
The turnout was incredible with a 
total of 207 people attending 
including children. 

We had singing, a three-course meal 
cooked by Bob and Belle and Santa 
visited with gifts for the children. It 
was a wonderful celebration of all 
that we do during the year and 
people left in high spirits. 

Dancing at Christmas party.



An immense debt is owed to all our volunteers who 
worked so hard to prepare the hall, wrap the 
presents, welcome the people, and to clean and 
clear up afterwards. I know many of you were 
exhausted, but I know our guests had a great time. So, 
thank you.



Other Events
A number of volunteers and service users took part in 
an audio/visual course of storytelling with Peoples Voice 
Media. Each produced a short film and there was a 
plenary session in Liverpool where we were represented 
by Hamid and Raha. The purpose of the course was to 
help people tell their stories of the asylum experience in 
the UK (with due confidentiality) to bear witness to the 
real story as a counter to some of the myths that 
people believe. It was challenging but rewarding for the 
participants.

On 10th December 2022 we had our 
Christmas party at Linthorpe Road. 
The turnout was incredible with a 
total of 207 people attending 
including children. 

We had singing, a three-course meal 
cooked by Bob and Belle and Santa 
visited with gifts for the children. It 
was a wonderful celebration of all 
that we do during the year and 
people left in high spirits. 

Danby walk near Catherine Parrs family home.

Ramble at Danby.



In August we took a trip to the Moors Centre at Danby; 
the coach was provided by the moors centre and 
was almost full. We were given a tour of the museum 
and galleries by the staff. everyone had a day 
relaxing in the beauty of the moors with picnics, ice 
cream, and a walk for the willing. The children 
enjoyed the play facilities the sun shone and the 
mood going home was full of cheer.

Billy Barnes, Project Manager.

Moors Centre Museum

Prepping for picnic at Danby



Free Activities for MAP service users in Middlesbrough & Redcar
Programme

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Middlesbrough College drop-In
Chat guidance and advice. During Termtime.

Avenue Drop-In
Distribution of donated clothing and household goods. Coffee and 
friendship. Internet Café 

Football training 
Session, led by MFC Foundation (transport provided)

Welcome Drop-In
Visit us for information during your first weeks in Middlesbrough, or 
just call in to meet and make friends. Internet Café and Barber service 
available.

Health and Wellbeing
- Learn the ancient wisdom practice of meditation, stillness and silence, 
   to help you feel calm.
- Join in with Tai-Chi and breathing exercises.
- Bodywork
- Emotional Freedom technique (EFT)

11.30-1.30 Middlesbrough College 
5th Floor enrolment room. TS2 1AA

10am to 12 noon
Avenue Church, TS5 6PE

Meet at 11.30am, 
Avenue Church, TS5 6PE

09.30am to 12.30pm
MAP (downstairs), 54 Borough Road,
Middlesbrough, TS1 2JH

10.00am to 2.00pm at 
MAP (upstairs), 54 Borough Road, 
Middlesbrough, TS1 2JH

Redcar Drop in and English Class. 1.30pm-4:30pm
Park Avenue Baptist Church. Redcar, TS10 3LJ

Redcar Internet Café 3.00pm-4.30
Park Avenue Baptist Church. Redcar, TS10 3LJ



11.30-1.30 Middlesbrough College 
5th Floor enrolment room. TS2 1AA

10am to 12 noon
Avenue Church, TS5 6PE

Meet at 11.30am, 
Avenue Church, TS5 6PE

09.30am to 12.30pm
MAP (downstairs), 54 Borough Road,
Middlesbrough, TS1 2JH

Free Activities for MAP service users in Middlesbrough & Redcar
Programme

Thursday
(continued)

Friday

Saturday

Red Cross Available

Crafts for women (starting September 2023) 
Downstairs

Music & Songs
A fun music and singing session.  Hear songs from all over the world.  
Build your confidence, make friends, enjoy music. 

Internet Café Warm space to relax when it’s cold.

Advice and guidance.

Come & Chat
A one-hour session to practice speaking English with volunteers, with a 
free community lunch at the end followed by singing.

Saturday Games
Pool, table tennis, and refreshments

12.30-2.30pm 
MAP, 54 Borough Road, Middlesbrough, TS1 2JH

12.30-2.30pm 
MAP (Downstairs), 54 Borough Road, 
Middlesbrough, TS1 2JH

11.00am to 12:30pm at 
MAP (Downstairs), 54 Borough Road, 
Middlesbrough, TS1 2JH

10.00am to 12 noon
MAP, 54 Borough Road, Middlesbrough, TS1 2JH

2pm to 4pm
Avenue Church, TS5 6PE

IELTS ENGLISH  
Upstairs

12.30-2.30pm 
MAP, 54 Borough Road, Middlesbrough TS1 2JH

Health and wellbeing (starting September 2023)  
- Meditation
- Tai Chi
- Breath work and body work
- EFT

2.15pm-4.15 pam
St Hildas Church, Redcar.
Roseberry Road, TS10 4AW



MAP Finance Report
The charts below give an indicative breakdown of these figures, whilst 
the Trustees Annual Report and detailed Annual Accounts will be 
published on our Website and the Charity Commission Website before 
the end of June 2024..

Bankers: Barclays Bank Plc
Accountants / Auditors:  Leonard Bye, Chartered Accountants

including Grants, Donations, and Big Lottery Funding for the 
Ariadne Project

including Staffing costs, Accommodation, Office Expenses, and 
Catering & activities 

Grants 
£147,919

Accommodation
£19,070

Staffing Costs
£48,580

Office Expenses
£9,847

Catering & Activities
£16,190

Total Expenditure 
£93,688

Initial Cash in Bank 
£84,646
at 31/08/22

Final Cash in Bank 
£148,589      
at 31/08/23

Total Income 
£157,881

Donations
£9,962



We were delighted that a grant from The Charity of 
Sir Richard Whittington (a registered charity of 
which the Mercers’ Company is trustee) has been 
approved for 3 years with 2 years left to run.

Also, the Ariadne Partnership (of which MAP is a 
part) has been successful with a second 3 year bid 
to the National Lottery Community Fund.

Bids to the Postcode Lottery & the Woodsmith 
Foundation for 2022/23 have also been successful.

These four grants provide significant financial 
stability for MAP for the medium term.

Our Team Funders & Supporters
Trustees

The Members of the Board of Trustee  at 31st August 
2023 are:

Mrs Pat Martin  - Chair 
Mr John Hinton - Secretary
Mr Brian Glover - Treasurer
Mr Ali Awad Ali Muhammad (Retired)
Mr Reg Bellerby(Retired)
Rev David Godfrey
Mr John Hinman
Mrs Frances Plane (September 2023)
Mrs Heather Dipple (September 2023)

Project Manager:

Mr Billy Barnes

Assistant Project Manager:

Mr Hamid Yazdanfar



Funders & Supporters (continued)

Bob & Belle Singh + Volunteers
Rose Hardman - Freelance Fundraiser
Middlesbrough Football Club Foundation
Escort Coaches
Coatham Coaches
Terry Doyle
Emily Smith & David Pisaro
Jonathan Tulloch
The Thirsk Walking Group
Heslington Church
St James Church, Hamsterley
Whorlton PCC
Bossall PCC
Peter Hinton Design
British Red Cross
Open Door NE
Justice First 
Redcar Baptist Church
Methodist Churches in the Middlesbrough & Eston Circuit
North East Migration Partnership (NEMP)
Mears Group PLC
Peoples Voice Media

Thank you to all those other individuals and 
organisations which have supported us financially or 
delivering activities and services in collaboration with 
MAP Middlesbrough and in particular:

The Methodist Church (Darlington District)
Big Lottery Fund - Ariadne Project
The Charity of Sir Richard Whittington
Church Urban Fund /  Meditatio Partnership
People's Postcode Trust  - funded by players of People’s 
Postcode Lottery
Redcar & Cleveland Council
Evan Cornish Foundation
Middlesbrough Council
Redcar Hydrogen Trust
Woodsmith Foundation

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
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However we continue to express our grateful thanks 
on behalf of our service users to all those who support 
us with grants and donations and particularly to our 
major funders this year:



MAP became a registered charity in 2009, 
and converted to CIO status in 2016.  

We have 2 full time members of staff and 
around 70 volunteers from a wide variety of 
backgrounds. 

If you would like to know more about MAP or its 
work please just get in touch.

About MAPGet In Touch

MAPMbro@gmail.com

07970 192841

Billy Barnes, Project Manager

https://mapmiddlesbrough.org.uk
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