










CHRISTIAN SCIENCE SOCIETY PORTSMOUTH

ANNUAL TRUSTEES REPORT FOR 2023 (FINANCIAL YEAR

21st July 2024

The following is a brief summary of the Society’s activities during the 2023 calendar year:

1. Gerry  continues  to  take  lead  responsibility  for  the  gardening,  cleaning  and  buildings
maintenance.  During 2023 work was undertaken to completely replace the floor in the
main hall of the building used by Abstract Dance Academy. Work was also completed in
the room that they use as an office (formerly our Clerk’s Office).

2. Quentin has fulfilled the role of Librarian for 3 days per week following a successful grant
application to the Westminster Fund in December of 2022. He now comes in on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays between 11 am and 3 pm.

3. We have  agreed  a  further  5-year  licence  agreement  with  Abstract  Dance  Academy –
starting from 1st February 2024 and running until 31st January 2029; they were delighted
with the outcome, continue to be excellent tenants and everything is going very well with
them.

4. CSS Portsmouth continues to provide in-person services on the 1st & 3rd Sundays of the
month,  whilst  CSS Chichester  provides an in-person service on the 2nd Sunday of the
month. Wednesday Testimony meetings run by Portsmouth & Chichester CCS take place
via zoom on the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays of the month at 7 pm. On all other Sundays and
Wednesdays  members  &  attendees  can  access  in-person  or  zoom  meetings  via  the
internet.

5. CCS Portsmouth & CCS Chichester formally joined to become Portsmouth & Chichester
CCS from 1st January 2024.

6. Following a satisfactory quote from Tony Boxall (who completed the development work
of  the  Reading  Room  over  10  years  ago),  plans  were  finally  agreed  for  the  further
development of the Reading Room and rear section of the former Sunday School; as all
will be aware, the building work has now been ongoing since late April and everyone is
happy with the progress to date.

7. Financially, as you will see from the accounts, we ended the year with £211,561 and so
continue to be in a financially sound position. Following the freezing of the Nationwide
Building Society savings account (in Sept 2022), a new account was opened with Skipton
Building Society in  June 2023.   Interest  payments  are  only received annually,  so the
accounts show no change to the investments during 2023. However, in June of this year
we did receive £3,939.45 in interest (an approximately 3.6% increase for the year).

8. We are grateful to all members for their ongoing commitment in various capacities and are
delighted to have the regular presence of former CSS Chichester members. 

9. Linda Alanko continues to fulfil the role of COP for the South East Region and we are
grateful to Cora for the support that she has been able to give in the capacity of Assistant
Committee on Publications since Linda’s visit. 

10. Going forwards, a key priority will be for us to determine how we jointly provide accounts
for the merged Portsmouth & Chichester CCS to the Charity Commission.

11. Finally, a thank you to everyone for their valuable contribution at a time when we look
forward to the completion of the building work programme and joint work as a merged
Society.

Signed:                                                              Date: 21.07.24
Name (Chair of Board):  Richard Soutar












