
   The Williamson's new  year began with the launch of Borough of Culture at the gallery and 
an exhibition by local photographer  Craig Easton, whose show, “is Anybody Listening ,“ 
explored the struggles of families in Lancashire Towns in the late twentieth century and the 
identity of communities there now. He had worked with  young photographers and their 
show , supported by Friends, was part of this larger show. Craig gave Friends an excellent 
talk on his work. This was followed by the Lowry travelling exhibition of L S Lowry’s famous 
“Going To The Match”, visiting WAG for the second time. Kirsty,  the exhibitions officer,  put 
together  an excellent accompanying exhibition from our collection and Friends were given 
a talk by our marketing officer, Julia . 

     Once again Spring brought the Williamson Open into the galleries and  despite the 
increased entry charge , the selection panel had  a wide choice of entries and the show 
was its usual success . The other usual annual event ,the Wirral Society of Arts Members 
Exhibition, did not in fact take place at WAG, but relocated to Mayer Hall.  This was a lovely, 
if smaller ,space but we do hope to see them back in the gallery . However, the gallery was 
able to host another Makefest in June and that was a wonderful event ,showcasing across 
the gallery and Birkenhead Library  local makers their work and techniques. 

    A gap in the programme for the year allowed the expansion of a planned exhibition “Into 
the Wyld” . This was curated by  Material Matters , a local collective of artists, who over 
three months put on three connected exhibitions , using a wide range of media and inspired
by the medieval poem “ Gawain and the Green Knight”. It would be fair to say these 
exhibitions sometimes divided the room, but it was an excellent opportunity for local 
artists, such as the Weavers and Landlines   to collaborate on a theme and exhibit their 
works both traditional , experiential and performance. The curators of each part gave 
Friends a talk and each talk was enthusiastic  , generously long  and really helped to 
explain the ideas behind the less obvious works. Thank you, Patric  ,John and Angelo. 
Accompanying these exhibitions, Alison Bailey Smith’s recent beautiful  jewellery  work was
on display in the foyer and cafe and was much admired. 

    The Priory events and activities detailed later in this report, continued to thrive and enjoy 
the continuing enthusiasm of its staff and volunteers. During this year,  Wirral BC awarded 
a large sum from the regeneration fund to the Priory with the idea that improvements be 
made to the site, especially the Undercroft.

     The Friends’ activities took place as usual. We had our usual  stall at the History and 
Heritage Fair  now at Hulme Hall,Port Sunlight. We had several trips  one local   two father 
afield. The gardening team continued to attend weekly or fortnightly on a monday to look 
after the green gallery garden. Unfortunately  ,two of the birch trees have had to be taken 
out, but they were declared disease free so we have fingers crossed on the others. It 



continues to be a lovely outside space,  if a little underused ( although it was a poor 
summer!). 

     Sadly during this year the gallery  lost two key members of staff;  Niall Hodson, the 
Curator, left and then so did   the  Exhibitions Officer , Kirsty Hill. We wish them well. Even 
more unfortunately, by the end of this year, neither role had been filled and a Council 
spending freeze made matters more difficult. This obviously put a strain on an already 
depleted workforce . For these upcoming exhibitions, Friends have agreed   to   pay for the 
restoration of some of the Steer  frames and new frames for a couple of drawings by Albert 
Richards,  war artist and the subject of  another planned exhibition for 2025.

      Finally can I thank all the Trustees for their support during the year. Thanks to Susanne 
Christian  our membership secretary for her tireless management of our membership list. 
Thanks to Mike Studley and Corinne Whitham for organising the trips and to Corinne for 
managing the Facebook page and the mail outs. Thanks to   Alison Bailey Smith  for the 
newsletter and this report and thanks to Jean Benfield for being minute secretary . A big 
thank you to Jane Horton  our Treasurer. We have finally found a replacement in  Ann Bibby ,
and the handover is planned for after the AGM. Jane has long been asking to be replaced 
and her patience is much appreciated. We welcome  Ann in her new role when she takes 
over.

   Finally, thanks to  the members, for  their  continued support in difficult times. 

  Mary Compton-Rickett

    Chair.

     

    

     




























