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THE LESTER DRIVE CENTRE
England & Wales · Charity number 1165855

Details

Status Registered

Legal form CIO

Registered 2016-03-03

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address 7 Acacia Grove
Eccleston
St. Helens
WA10 5HD

Phone 0174426813

Email lesterdrivecentre@gmail.com

Website www.lesterdrivecentre.org.uk

Activities

Objects: THE OBJECTS OF THE CIO ARE:1) TO FURTHER OR BENEFIT THE RESIDENTS OF
ECCLESTON, ST HELENS AND THE NEIGHBOURHOOD, WITHOUT DISTINCTION OF SEX, SEXUAL
ORIENTATION, RACE OR OF POLITICAL, RELIGIOUS OR OTHER OPINIONS BY ASSOCIATING
TOGETHER THE SAID RESIDENTS AND THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES, VOLUNTARY AND OTHER
ORGANISATIONS IN A COMMON EFFORT TO ADVANCE EDUCATION AND TO PROVIDE FACILITIES
IN THE INTERESTS OF SOCIAL WELFAREFOR RECREATION AND LEISURE TIME OCCUPATION WITH
THE OBJECTIVE OF IMPROVING THE CONDITIONS OF LIFE FOR THE RESIDENTS.2) TO ADVANCE
EDUCATION, RELIEVE FINANCIAL HARDSHIP AND PRESERVE AND PROTECT HEALTH AMONGST
ELDERLY PEOPLE LIVING IN ECCLESTON, ST HELENS, BY OFFERING ADVICE, SERVICES AND
FACILITIES.

Activities: THE LESTER DRIVE CENTRE COMMITTEE PROVIDES HUMAN RESOURCES AND
BUILDINGS FACILITIES FOR A WIDE RANGE OF COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES INCLUDING OLD PEOPLE'S
BINGO (MONDAY AND THURSDAY), GARDENING CLUB, LECTURES AND CLASSES, LEARNING,
PRE-SCHOOL GROUP, BRIDGE CLUBS, WEIGHT WATCHERS, BOARD GAMERS, FARMERS' WIVES,
BABY MASSAGE/BONDING, FRENCH FOR TODDLERS & HIRES OUT THE HALL ON A ONE-OFF BASIS

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1165855
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Classification

• How: Provides Buildings/facilities/open Space, Provides Services, Provides Advocacy/advice/information

• What: General Charitable Purposes, Education/training, Recreation

• Who: Elderly/old People, The General Public/mankind

Geography

• St Helens

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-03-31 £12,272 £9,971 - -

2024-03-31 £10,609 £10,039 - -

2023-03-31 £10,037 £8,431 - -

2022-03-31 £2,746 £9,128 - -

2021-03-31 £13,983 £5,832 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

MRS MARTLEW Chair 2016-03-03

Andrew Martlew 2015-05-29

MR MARTLEW 2016-03-03

MRS SHARROCK 2016-03-03

MRS WOODCOCK 2016-03-03

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1165855
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England & Wales  -  Charity number 1165855

Accounts



Edith Mary Martlew	 	 	 Chairman

Hazel Morley	 	 	             Treasurer

Andrew Martlew	 	 	 Secretary

Alan Martlew

Joyce Sharrock

Barbara Woodcock

Shiela Hand


The Lester Drive Centre

Formerly; Eccleston Old People’s Welfare Committee

1    1    6    5   8    5   5

The Lester Drive Centre,

5 Lester Drive,

Eccleston,

St.Helens. W    A   1    0   5   B    F

0   1    0   4    2   3 3   0    0   3    2    4

Eccleston Parish Council

Custodian Trustees



Constitution

Charitable Incorporated Organisation

Appointed by Committee

Committee members give their time on a voluntary basis and 
receive no payment or other benefits.


Trustees have a welcome pack with relevant constitution and 
policies.


Trustees receive fire procedure training.


St.Helens Environmental Health routinely inspect the catering 
kitchen.


We are members of Halton and St.Helens Voluntary Community 
Action who are available for help or advice.


Eccleston Parish Council has two representatives who regularly 
attend Committee meetings.


The Carbon Trust.



To promote the general good of people of all ages by 
organising and implementing activities and initiatives that 
will embrace and enrich the education, health (both 
physical and mental), social, cultural and recreational 
needs of the local community and bring people together.

In planning our activities throughout the year the Committee have 
considered the Charities Commission guidance on Public Benefit. Our 
focus remains the well being of the elderly and we have continued to 
provide activities and entertainment to both stimulate and educate as 
well as an opportunity to meet and discus with peers.

The committee are grateful to our helpers who regularly 
attend and give freely of their time and energies in working 
for the benefit of the community.

A Reserves Policy has been put in place.

Any surplus funds are to be held in interest paying deposit 
account - no significant expenditure is anticipated.

The Committee do not award grants.

The various Groups have reported numbers attending 
sessions on average are still lower than pre lockdown, with 
one or two exceptions. The Art group and Boardgamers 
have been successful in recruiting some new (or returning) 
members. 

The Committee started on a joint project with Cornerstone 
Church to convert the garage into a Food Pantry to 
distribute food and help support local people, families and 
those in need who were struggling with ever increasing 
prices. This project continues and now has support from 
more local companies and community interest groups. The 
volunteers continue to plan new the ways to support local 
people. The Group is registered as a Warm hub with the 
local council.



The Committee holds £ in the current account, £ in the 
deposit account and £ in the building development fund.
The reserves policy is in place with amounts specified for 
any unforeseen emergencies and essential maintenance 
work to the structure or fabric of the building.

None.

Our main source of funding is self generated fund raising 
activities by the Committee. We also generate income from 
hall hire, with fees being comparable to other local venues 
and are reviewed on a yearly basis. A scale of hire fees 
ranges from subsidised charity events (at the discretion of 
the committee) to one off private bookings.
We do receive occasional grants from several local 
charities for specific items.

Forward Planning
We aim to develop the garage into a purpose built annex in 
order to enhance the activities we offer to benefit the well 
being of the people of Eccleston.
We want to encourage people to support the groups they 
were members of before lockdown and recruit new people  
in order to promote wellness, fellowship and mental 
stimulation. The Committee want to relaunch the Afternoon 
Tea & Bingo and are considering the best approach.
Cornerstones Food Pantry are planning to start some cash 
flow/debt/cooking advice sessions.

Andrew Martlew

Secretary

0    1    0   1  2   3
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Constitution

Charitable Incorporated Organisation

Appointed by Committee

Committee members give their time on a voluntary basis and 
receive no payment or other benefits.


Trustees have a welcome pack with relevant constitution and 
policies.


Trustees receive fire procedure training.


St.Helens Environmental Health routinely inspect the catering 
kitchen.


We are members of Halton and St.Helens Voluntary Community 
Action who are available for help or advice.


Eccleston Parish Council has two representatives who regularly 
attend Committee meetings.


The Carbon Trust.



To promote the general good of people of all ages by 
organising and implementing activities and initiatives that 
will embrace and enrich the education, health (both 
physical and mental), social, cultural and recreational 
needs of the local community and bring people together.

In planning our activities throughout the year the Committee have 
considered the Charities Commission guidance on Public Benefit. Our 
focus remains the well being of the elderly and we have continued to 
provide activities and entertainment to both stimulate and educate as 
well as an opportunity to meet and discus with peers.

The committee are grateful to our helpers who regularly 
attend and give freely of their time and energies in working 
for the benefit of the community.

A Reserves Policy has been put in place.

Any surplus funds are to be held in interest paying deposit 
account - no significant expenditure is anticipated.

The Committee do not award grants.

The various Groups have reported numbers attending 
sessions on average are still lower than pre lockdown, with 
one or two exceptions. The Art group and Boardgamers 
have been successful in recruiting some new (or returning) 
members. 

The Committee started on a joint project with Cornerstone 
Church to convert the garage into a Food Pantry to 
distribute food and help support local people, families and 
those in need who were struggling with ever increasing 
prices. This project continues and now has support from 
more local companies and community interest groups. The 
volunteers continue to plan new the ways to support local 
people. The Group is registered as a Warm hub with the 
local council.



The Committee holds £ in the current account, £ in the 
deposit account and £ in the building development fund.
The reserves policy is in place with amounts specified for 
any unforeseen emergencies and essential maintenance 
work to the structure or fabric of the building.

None.

Our main source of funding is self generated fund raising 
activities by the Committee. We also generate income from 
hall hire, with fees being comparable to other local venues 
and are reviewed on a yearly basis. A scale of hire fees 
ranges from subsidised charity events (at the discretion of 
the committee) to one off private bookings.
We do receive occasional grants from several local 
charities for specific items.

Forward Planning
We aim to develop the garage into a purpose built annex in 
order to enhance the activities we offer to benefit the well 
being of the people of Eccleston.
We want to encourage people to support the groups they 
were members of before lockdown and recruit new people  
in order to promote wellness, fellowship and mental 
stimulation. The Committee want to relaunch the Afternoon 
Tea & Bingo and are considering the best approach.
Cornerstones Food Pantry are planning to start some cash 
flow/debt/cooking advice sessions.

Andrew Martlew

Secretary

0    1    0   1  2   3
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The Lester Drive Centre

Formerly; Eccleston Old People’s Welfare Committee
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Constitution

Charitable Incorporated Organisation

Appointed by Committee

Committee members give their time on a voluntary basis and 
receive no payment or other benefits.


Trustees have a welcome pack with relevant constitution and 
policies.


Trustees receive fire procedure training.


St.Helens Environmental Health routinely inspect the catering 
kitchen.


We are members of Halton and St.Helens Voluntary Community 
Action who are available for help or advice.


Eccleston Parish Council has two representatives who regularly 
attend Committee meetings.


The Carbon Trust.



To promote the general good of people of all ages by 
organising and implementing activities and initiatives that 
will embrace and enrich the education, health (both 
physical and mental), social, cultural and recreational 
needs of the local community and bring people together.

In planning our activities throughout the year the Committee have 
considered the Charities Commission guidance on Public Benefit. Our 
focus remains the well being of the elderly and we have continued to 
provide activities and entertainment to both stimulate and educate as 
well as an opportunity to meet and discus with peers.
Taster classes continue in IT&Tea.

The committee are grateful to our helpers who regularly 
attend and give freely of their time and energies in working 
for the benefit of the community.

A Reserves Policy has been put in place.

Any surplus funds are to be held in interest paying deposit 
account - no significant expenditure is anticipated.

The Committee do not award grants.

The Committee closed the Centre in line with Government 
recommendations. The Centre reopened in a limited 
capacity 11th October 2021.

Groups were slow to return and numbers attending were 
greatly reduced.

The Committee started on a joint project with Cornerstone 
Church to convert the garage into a Food Pantry to 
distribute food and help support local people, families and 
those in need who were struggling with ever increasing 
prices.



The Committee holds £ in the current account, £ in the 
deposit account and £ in the building development fund.
The reserves policy is in place with amounts specified for 
any unforeseen emergencies and essential maintenance 
work to the structure or fabric of the building.

None.

Our main source of funding is self generated fund raising 
activities by the Committee. We also generate income from 
hall hire, with fees being comparable to other local venues 
and are reviewed on a yearly basis. A scale of hire fees 
ranges from subsidised charity events (at the discretion of 
the committee) to one off private bookings.
We do receive occasional grants from several local 
charities for specific items.

Forward Planning
We aim to develop the garage into a purpose built annex in 
order to enhance the activities we offer to benefit the well 
being of the people of Eccleston.
We want to develop the taster sessions to include more for 
men eg pen turning, encouraging their involvement in the 
community.

Andrew Martlew

Secretary

0    1    0   1  2   3
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Constitution

Charitable Incorporated Organisation

Appointed by Committee

Committee members give their time on a voluntary basis and 
receive no payment or other benefits.


Trustees have a welcome pack with relevant constitution and 
policies.


Trustees receive fire procedure training.


St.Helens Environmental Health routinely inspect the catering 
kitchen.


We are members of Halton and St.Helens Voluntary Community 
Action who are available for help or advice.


Eccleston Parish Council has two representatives who regularly 
attend Committee meetings.


The Carbon Trust.



To promote the general good of people of all ages by 
organising and implementing activities and initiatives that 
will embrace and enrich the education, health (both 
physical and mental), social, cultural and recreational 
needs of the local community and bring people together.

In planning our activities throughout the year the Committee have 
considered the Charities Commission guidance on Public Benefit. Our 
focus remains the well being of the elderly and we have continued to 
provide activities and entertainment to both stimulate and educate as 
well as an opportunity to meet and discus with peers.
Taster classes continue in IT&Tea.

The committee are grateful to our helpers who regularly 
attend and give freely of their time and energies in working 
for the benefit of the community.

A Reserves Policy has been put in place.

Any surplus funds are to be held in interest paying deposit 
account - no significant expenditure is anticipated.

The Committee do not award grants.

The Committee closed the Centre in line with Government 
recommendations. The Centre reopened in a limited 
capacity 11th October 2021.

The Committee followed guidance issued by ACRE for the 
reopening of Village Halls and Community  Centres.

The Centre had income from hire for 6 months. No 
additional fund raising has been possible.



The Committee holds £ in the current account, £ in the 
deposit account and £ in the building development fund.
The reserves policy is in place with amounts specified for 
any unforeseen emergencies and essential maintenance 
work to the structure or fabric of the building.

None.

Our main source of funding is self generated fund raising 
activities by the Committee. We also generate income from 
hall hire, with fees being comparable to other local venues 
and are reviewed on a yearly basis. A scale of hire fees 
ranges from subsidised charity events (at the discretion of 
the committee) to one off private bookings.
We do receive occasional grants from several local 
charities for specific items.

Forward Planning
We aim to develop the garage into a purpose built annex in 
order to enhance the activities we offer to benefit the well 
being of the people of Eccleston.
We want to develop the taster sessions to include more for 
men eg pen turning, encouraging their involvement in the 
community.

Andrew Martlew

Secretary

0    1    0   1  2   2
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Constitution

Charitable Incorporated Organisation

Appointed by Committee

Committee members give their time on a voluntary basis and 
receive no payment or other benefits.


Trustees have a welcome pack with relevant constitution and 
policies.


Trustees receive fire procedure training.


St.Helens Environmental Health routinely inspect the catering 
kitchen.


We are members of Halton and St.Helens Voluntary Community 
Action who are available for help or advice.


Eccleston Parish Council has two representatives who regularly 
attend Committee meetings.


The Carbon Trust.



To promote the general good of people of all ages by 
organising and implementing activities and initiatives that 
will embrace and enrich the education, health (both 
physical and mental), social, cultural and recreational 
needs of the local community and bring people together.

In planning our activities throughout the year the Committee have 
considered the Charities Commission guidance on Public Benefit. Our 
focus remains the well being of the elderly and we have continued to 
provide activities and entertainment to both stimulate and educate as 
well as an opportunity to meet and discus with peers.
Taster classes continue in IT&Tea.

The committee are grateful to our helpers who regularly 
attend and give freely of their time and energies in working 
for the benefit of the community.

A Reserves Policy has been put in place.

Any surplus funds are to be held in interest paying deposit 
account - no significant expenditure is anticipated.

The Committee do not award grants.

The Committee closed the Centre in line with Government 
recommendations in March due to the Pandemic and will 
reopen only when it is safe to do so.

The Committee followed guidance issued by ACRE for the 
reopening of Village Halls and Community  Centres, but 
due to the layout and size of the Centre, we were unable to 
comply with several of the recommendations.

The Reserves Policy allows for unforeseen emergencies 
and together with a Government grant for loss of income 
the Centre is able to cover utility expenses.

Almost all of the Committee members were shielding and 
so meetings were suspended except for the AGM. Any 
decisions required were conducted by telephone or email.

No fund raising has been possible.



The Committee holds £ in the current account, £ in the 
deposit account and £ in the building development fund.
The reserves policy is in place with amounts specified for 
any unforeseen emergencies and essential maintenance 
work to the structure or fabric of the building.

None.

Our main source of funding is self generated fund raising 
activities by the Committee. We also generate income from 
hall hire, with fees being comparable to other local venues 
and are reviewed on a yearly basis. A scale of hire fees 
ranges from subsidised charity events (at the discretion of 
the committee) to one off private bookings.
We do receive occasional grants from the United Windle 
Charities, the Rainhill Gala and Rainhill Rotary who have 
contributed towards our energy efficiency project. 

Forward Planning
We aim to develop the garage into a purpose built annex in 
order to enhance the activities we offer to benefit the well 
being of the people of Eccleston.
We want to develop the taster sessions to include more for 
men eg pen turning, encouraging their involvement in the 
community.

Andrew Martlew

Secretary

0    1    1   2  2   0
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