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YOUTH ACTION THEATRE
England & Wales · Charity number 1165458

Details

Other names YAT

Status Registered

Legal form CIO

Registered 2016-02-08

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address Youth Action Theatre
Hampton Hill Theatre
90 High Street
Hampton Hill
Hampton
TW12 1NY

Phone 08447401970

Email rickdk@yat.org.uk

Website www.yat.org.uk

Activities

Objects: TO ADVANCE IN LIFE AND HELP YOUNG PEOPLE (AGED 16 TO 25) IN PARTICULAR BY
PROVIDING FACILITIES FOR THEM TO PARTICIPATE IN THEATRE WORKSHOPS AND
PRODUCTIONS AS ACTORS OR IN BACK-STAGE ROLES, FREE OF CHARGE AND UNDER THE
GUIDANCE OF EXPERIENCED LEADERS, THEREBY PROMOTING THEIR ARTISTIC, PERSONAL AND
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT FOR THE PUBLIC BENEFIT.

Activities: Youth theatre for young adults aged 16 to 25

Classification

• How: Provides Buildings/facilities/open Space, Provides Services

• What: Education/training, Arts/culture/heritage/science, Recreation

• Who: Children/young People

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1165458
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-search/?p_p_id=uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=maximized&p_p_mode=view&_uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet_regId=1165458
mailto:rickdk@yat.org.uk
www.yat.org.uk
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Geography

• Richmond Upon Thames

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2024-12-31 £10,296 £12,022 - -

2023-12-31 £18,127 £18,114 - -

2022-12-31 £8,864 £12,605 - -

2021-12-31 £4,798 £3,821 - -

2020-12-31 £4,233 £3,598 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

BILL COMPTON Chair 2016-01-30

JENNA POWELL 2016-01-30

LIZZIE LATTIMORE 2016-01-30

RICK DE KERCKHOVE 2016-01-30

SARAH DOWD 2016-01-30

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1165458
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YOUTH ACTION THEATRE
TRUSTEES' ANNUAL REPORT 2022

The Trustees present their Annual Report and Financial Statement for the year ended31"December 2022.

Overview

Youth Action Theatre (YAT) is a theatre and performing arts group for young people aged 16 to 25,based in the Teddington and Hampton Hill area of south-west London. Run entirely by volunteers andfree of charge to its members the group has been operating now for 50 years, making it one of thelongest running youth theatre groups in the country.

Ob'ectives Activities 8; Public Benefit

The object of the charity remains the same as has been the case since YAT's inception: to advance inlife and help young people by providing facilities for them to participate in theatre workshops and
productions, as actors or in back-stage roles, free of charge and under the guidance of experienced
leaders, thereby promoting their artistic, personal and social development for the public benefit.
The group is open to young people of all abilities and regardless of past experience. Plays are
chosen to include everyone that wants to take part and all that is required is a commitment to the
rehearsal process and the enthusiasm to work hard in helping to produce high quality productions.

Structure Governance Et Mana ement

YAT became a Charitable Incorporated Organisation on 30"" January 2016 and continues to be run by a
committee of past members, all who have been selected with regards to their skills, knowledge and
experience to assist in the effective administration of the group and in accordance with its
Constitution. The Committee appoint suitable group leaders to direct and produce plays that are
performed by its young members throughout the year.

Performances Et Achievements in 2022

The year started with a theatrical production of the iconic film Rebel Without a Cause. An "enthralling
and tense thriller" directed by Rick de Kerckhove and Rowan D'Albert. This was followed by a comedy
spoof Clue on Stage, a madcap, slapstick entertainment full of murder, mystery and laughs, directed
by Lizzie Lattimore and Sarah Dowd. Continuing a varied year of drama, YAT's final production of the
year saw them performing the chilling gothic horror story of Dracula, with directors Bill Compton and
Joe Evans bringing out a modern feel to this classic tale.

It was good to see a full year of productions once again, and especially pleasing to see many new
younger members joining the group throughout the year to ensure the group will continue to grow and
develop once again after the covid interruptions.



Financial Review 2022

Whilst production costs have once again been covered by the box office receipts, we continue to relyon the legacy left by YAT's founder, Eric Yardley, to enable us to hire rehearsal space for themembers. We also remain extremely grateful to a number of kind donors and the generosity of
Teddington Theatre Club, in enabling us to use their facilities with such generous subsidies.

Funds held as custodian on behalf of others

Eric Yardley, also bequeathed a sum of 6200, 000 in 2012 to support the training of young drama
students. The sum has been invested in an interest-bearing bond with the Metro Bank. We are pleased
to have now teamed up with St Mary's University in Twickenham to help support some of the talented
local drama students. The bursary fulfils his wish of providing opportunities for those in need and
talented students studying drama and stagecraft.

Future Plans 2023

We anticipate a full year of productions in 2023 with plans for a production of Machinal and Midsummer
Night's Dream and a resumption once again of a summer tour to the Edinburgh Festival with a
production of School for Scandal.
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YOUTH ACTION THEATRE
TRUSTEES' ANNUAL REPORT 202 I

The Trustees present their Annual Report and Financial Statement for the year ended
31"December 2021.

Overview

Youth Action Theatre (YAT} is a theatre and performing arts group for young people aged 16 to 25,
based in the Teddington and Hampton Mill area of south-west London. Run entirely by volunteers and
free of charge to its members the group has been operating now for 50 years, making it one of the
longest running youth theatre groups in the country.

Ob'ectives Activities 8; Public Benefit

The object of the charity remains the same as has been the case since YAT"s inception: to advance in
life and help young people by providing facilities for them to participate in theatre workshops and
productions, as actors or in back-stage roles, free of charge and under the guidance of experienced
leaders, thereby promoting their artistic, personal and social development for the public benefit.
The group is open to young people of all abilities and regardless of past experience. Plays are
chosen to include everyone that wants to take part and all that is required is a commitment to the
rehearsal process and the enthusiasm to work hard in helping to produce high quality productions.

Structure Governance 8 Mana ement

YAT became a Charitable Incorporated Organisation on 30'" January 2016 and continues to be run by a
committee of past members, all who have been selected with regards to their skills, knowledge and
experience to assist in the effective administration of the group and in accordance with its
Constitution. The Committee appoint suitable group leaders to direct and produce plays that are
performed by its young members throughout the year.

Performances &. Achievements in 2021

Regretfully plans to celebrate YAT's 50'" anniversary with a production of School for Scandal had to be
shelved at the beginning of the year with the covid pandemic continuing to restrict everyone's day to
day activities. We hope to bring back a production of this classic comedy sometime in the years to
come.

Instead, we had to wait until the summer months to get the 2021 season underway with an outdoor
production of Robin Hood, The Legend of Bushy Park. Written and directed by YAT member Josh
Clarke with the assistance of Alex Farley this production took us once again to the beautiful setting of
the Woodland Gardens in Bushy Park, where the group entertained many of the local children with the
adventures of our fabled hero, Robin Hood, overcoming the cruel and wicked Sherriff of Teddington.

Following that we wound back the clock for a repeat of YAT's first ever production staged back in

1971, The Diary of Anne Frank. After so long away from our beloved base of Hampton Hill Theatre it
was great to be back and playing once again to full houses with a well-acted historical look back of



some of the horrors of life in the second world war under the skilful direction of Elizabeth Lattimore
and Sarah Dowd.

Financial Review 2021

Thanks to the generous donations made by past YAT member Mark Williams we were able to cover the
costs of our summer production and treat young audiences in the community to the chance of free
theatre; some enjoying the chance to watch and participate in live theatre for the first time in their
lives.

Box office success for the autumn production of Anne Frank meant that we were also able to cover a
!ot of the rehearsal expenses for both productions in the year and we were once again grateful for
some other extremely kind donations from supporters to ensure that all other running costs for the
group were covered.

Funds held as custodian on behalf of others

YAT's founder, Eric Yardley, bequeathed a sum of f200,000 in 2012 to support the training of young
drama students. The sum has been invested in an interest-bearing bond with the Metro Bank. We are
pleased to have now teamed up with St Mary's University in Twickenham to help support some of the
talented local drama students. The winners of the third year of The Eric Yardley Bursary were Michael
Hill, Cora Parkinson and Keeley Pears. The bursary fulfils his wish of providing opportunities for those
in need and talented students studying drama and stagecraft. All took a share of f2, 500 towards the
costs of completing their third year of their undergraduate Drama courses. Cora, who has a job stage
managing at Greenwich theatre when she graduates, said being awarded the bursary helped her buy a
MacBook but most importantly gave her the confidence that her Lecturers believed in her which meant
so much!

Future Plans 2022

With the hope that covid restrictions are finally lifted we anticipate a full year of productions in 2022
with plans for Rebel Without a Cause, Clue on Stage and Dracula to provide a platform for the young

people of our community to once again learn, experience and entertain those local to the London

Borough of Richmond-upon-Thames
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YOUTH ACTION THEATRE

TRUSTEES' ANNUAL REPORT 2020

The Trustees present their Annual Report and Financial Statement for the year ended
31"December 2020.

Overview

Youth Action Theatre (YAT) is a theatre and performing arts group for young people aged 16 to 25,
based in the Teddington and Hampton Hill area of south-west London. Run entirely by volunteers and

free of charge to its members the group has been operating now for 50 years, making it one of the
longest running youth theatre groups in the country.

Ob'ectives Activities 6 Public Benefit

The object of the charity remains the same as has been the case since YAT's inception: to advance in

life and help young people by providing facilities for them to participate in theatre workshops and

productions, as actors or in back-stage roles, free of charge and under the guidance of experienced
leaders, thereby promoting their artistic, personal, and social development for the public benefit.
The group is open to young people of all abilities and regardless of past experience. Plays are
chosen to include everyone that wants to take part and all that is required is a commitment to the
rehearsal process and the enthusiasm to work hard in helping to produce high quality productions.

Structure Governance Et Mana ement

YAT became a Charitable Incorporated Organisation on 30" January 2016 and continues to be run by a
committee of past members, all who have been selected with regards to their skills, knowledge and

experience to assist in the effective administration of the group and in accordance with its

Constitution. The Committee appoint suitable group leaders to direct and produce plays that are
performed by its young members throughout the year.

Performances Et Achievements in 2020

With the outbreak of Covid theatre sadly had to close its doors for most of the year and that

regretfully reduced a lot of activities for the year. The Spring production of the Snow Queen, although

well into its rehearsal schedule had to be suspended for the health and safety of its members.

With great imagination and creativity however YAT members Joe Evans and Tom Wright ensured that
the activities for the year did not stop completely. With their planned studio production of Julius

Caesar cancelled they went ahead with YAT's first ever radio production. A cast of over 20 took part
with rehearsals held via Zoom and enabling both old and new members to join in from around the

country, with participants taking part from Leeds down to Southampton.

The cancellation of the Autumn musical The Adams Family capped a difficult year for everyone but the
annual YAT Christmas party lived on, with a social media Zoom celebration. Roll on 2021I



Financial Review 2020

The costs for the first ever cancellation of a YAT production was fortunately covered by insurance and

thanks to some very generous donations by audiences listening to the radio production of Julius Caesar
the accounts showed a net profit for the year of E635

Funds held as custodian on behalf of others

Eric Yardley, also bequeathed a sum of E200,000 to support the training of young drama students. The

sum has been invested in an interest-bearing bond with the Metro Bank. We are pleased to have now

teamed up with St Mary's University in Twickenham to help support some of the talented local drama

students. The winners of the second year of The Eric Yardley Bursary were a student from the
Technical Theatre Degree, Katie Norman, for her "get up and go attitude" and another from the BA

Acting Degree, Jed Kerby, for his "positive presence in the classroom. " Both collected E1,250 towards

the costs of completing their third year of their undergraduate Drama courses.

Future Plans 2021

As and when Covid restrictions are lifted we remain ready to resume YAT activities. A special 50~

Anniversary production planned for April 2021 will be unable to go ahead because of the continued

closure of the theatres; but an outdoor production in Bushy Park in the summer and a production of
The Diary of Anne Frank is earmarked for November, as a tribute to the first ever YAT production that
launched the group's activities way back in 1971

More information about YAT and their work can be found on the webaite wow. at.or .uk
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