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VOICES FOR GAINSBOROUGH COMMUNITY
LIBRARY
England & Wales · Charity number 1165302

Details

Other names V4GCL

Status Registered

Legal form CIO

Registered 2016-01-25

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address Gainsborough Community Library
Clapgate Lane
Ipswich
Suffolk
IP3 0RL

Phone 01473927270

Email V4GCLCommittee@yahoo.co.uk

Website http://suffolklibraries.co.uk/about/member-organisations/voices-for-gainsborough
-community-library

Activities

Objects: THE OBJECTIVES OF THE CIO ARE (I)TO PROMOTE FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE
INHABITANTS OF THE IP3 AREA OF IPSWICH WITHOUT DISTINCTION OF SEX, SEXUAL
ORIENTATION, RACE OR OF POLITICAL, RELIGIOUS OR OTHER OPINIONS, BY ASSOCIATING
TOGETHER THE SAID INHABITANTS AND THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES, VOLUNTARY AND OTHER
ORGANISATIONS IN A COMMON EFFORT TO ADVANCE EDUCATION AND TO PROVIDE FACILITIES
IN THE INTERESTS OF SOCIAL WELFARE FOR RECREATION AND OTHER LEISURE TIME
OCCUPATIONS WITH THE OBJECTS OF IMPROVING THE CONDITIONS OF LIFE OF THE SAID
INHABITANTS; AND(II)TO ESTABLISH OR SECURE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A COMMUNITY CENTRE
(HEREINAFTER CALLED 'THE CENTRE') AND TO MAINTAIN AND MANAGE THE SAME(WHETHER
ALONE OR IN CO-OPERATION WITH ANY LOCAL AUTHORITY OR PERSON OR BODY) IN
FURTHERANCE OF THESE OBJECTS.NOTHING IN THIS CONSTITUTION SHALL AUTHORISE AN
APPLICATION OF THE PROPERTY OF THE CIO FOR THE PURPOSES WHICH ARE NOT CHARITABLE
IN ACCORDANCE WITH [SECTION 7 OF THE CHARITIES AND TRUSTEE INVESTMENT (SCOTLAND)
ACT 2005] AND [SECTION 2 OF THE CHARITIES ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND) 2008]
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Activities: Supporting the Gainsborough community through the Gainsborough Community Library. Offering
additional activities and events and running the Voices Cafe within the library.

Classification

• How: Provides Human Resources, Provides Buildings/facilities/open Space, Provides Services, Provides
Advocacy/advice/information, Acts As An Umbrella Or Resource Body, Other Charitable Activities

• What: General Charitable Purposes, Education/training, The Prevention Or Relief Of Poverty,
Arts/culture/heritage/science, Economic/community Development/employment, Human Rights/religious Or
Racial Harmony/equality Or Diversity, Other Charitable Purposes

• Who: Children/young People, Elderly/old People, People With Disabilities, People Of A Particular Ethnic
Or Racial Origin, The General Public/mankind

Geography

• Suffolk

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-12-31 £28,990 £26,495 - -

2024-12-31 £48,697 £66,407 - -

2023-12-31 £35,144 £31,742 - -

2022-12-31 £36,195 £25,874 - -

2021-12-31 £27,469 £20,001 - -

2020-12-31 £19,050 £13,820 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Mike Peacock Chair 2026-02-04

Amy Peachey 2019-01-01

CAROL DEBMAN 2015-09-30

Kay Louise Gibson 2022-02-09

Leon Porter 2015-09-20

MANDY GRIMWOOD 2012-01-01

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1165302
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Voices for Gainsborough Community Library

Annual Accounts statement 01 January 2023-31"December 2023

Receipts

Cafe

General funds

Fruit gt veg

Girls Group

Top Time

Building pot

Singing Group

SCF High Sheriff youth Sports

SCF High Sheriff Singing group

Youth sports

Fun Day

SCC Cllr Dance grant

SCF Suffolk Sports Fund (dance)

Men's Group

SCF Food gt Drink Fund

SCC Cllr grant (shelves, books, talent show)

M-Powered Group

IBC Diversionary Project Fund

SCF Girls PGL

SCF Household Fund grant

Total

This Year

(2023)

f10,767.68

f684.68

E3,628.22

f1,031.33

f342.00

f2,559.04

f476.62

f1,000.00

E1,053.00

E114.08

f350.00

E420.00

E2,000.00

E116.26

E1,300.00

E1,250.00

E76.80

f974.00

E2,000.00

f5,000.00

E35,143.71

Payments

Cafe

General funds

Fruit gt veg

Girls Group

Building pot

Youth activities

Friday crafts

Area Committee Cafe

SCF Coop/ High Sheriff Men can Talk

SCF Coop/ High Sheriff youth Sports

SCF Coop/ High Sheriff Singing group

SCF Pargiter Top Time

SCF Local Giving Girls

SCC Public Mental Health

SCF Suffolk Sports Fund (dance)

Fun Day

Arnold Clark

SCC Cllr Dance grant

SCF Food gt Drink Fund

SCClr grant —shelves, books, talent

IBC Diversionary Project Fund

Total

This Year

(2023)

E6,079.81

E1,026.87

E3,101.15

E28.68

E165.00

E342.45

f73.84

E2, 256.81

f1,637.32

E660.00

E875.00

E1,360.00

f1,000.00

E8,183.01

f843.60

f426.58

E408.90

E420.00

E680.00

E1,250.00

E923.13

F31,742.15

Prepared by: ML Grimwood —Treasurer

Checked by: L Porter

Approved by: K Gibson —Chair

Independently Reviewed by: S de Boos

Signed: ~c~
Signed:-k ~
Signed: ~l.

Signed: E

Dated: 'Zt/~t/2o~

Dated: 5 / o z /?cZ r

Dated: ~/c~/ &tt-

Dated: I7- -5 -Ztf-





O CHARITY COMMISSION Independent examiner's report on the
FOR EN6LAND AND WALES accounts

~ ~

Report to the trustees (;hat tht Name

[tOlu. ~ T-l( CT lZ tat otaj I 4 df

On accounts for the year
ended 3 I / [2-/~~~

Charity no
(if any)

Set out on pages
itemetnhet Io itioiode lltit ftaise ttttltthela of addilioital alteefa)

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the above
charity ("the Trust" ) for the year ended

Responsibilities and
basis of report

As the charity's trustees, you are responsible for the preparation of the
accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011
("the Act").

I report in respect of my examination of the Trust's accounts carried out
under section 145 of the 2011 Act and in carrying out my examination, I

have followed all the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission
under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.

Independent [The charity's gross income exceeded 6250,000 and I am qualified to
examiner's statement undertake the examination by being a qualified member of [insert name of

applicable listed body]]. Delete []if nol applicable.

Signed:

Name:

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have
come to my attention in connection with the examination (other than that
disclosed below *) which gives me cause to believe that in, any material
respect:

~ the accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130
of the Charities Act; or

~ the accounts did not accord with the accounting records; or
~ the accounts did not comply with the applicable requirements

concerning the form and content of accounts set out in the Charities
(Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other than any requirement
that the accounts give a 'true and fair' view which is not a matter
considered as part of an independent examination.

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection
with the examination to which attention should be drawn in this report in

order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.
* Please delete the words in the brackets if they do nol apply.

Date: f +

IER

Relevant professional Bl~t
qualification(s) or body

] ct)~d~

Oct 2018



(if any):

Address:

~ ~

Only complete if the examiner needs to highlight material matters of concern
(see CC32, Independent examination of charity accounts: directions and
guidance for examiners).

Give here brief details of
any items that the
examiner wishes to
disclose.

IER Oct 2018
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AGM Report 2023

Wow where has this year gone. Thank you to everyone for their help and support this year.

~Hi hii hit

All groups have gone from strength to strength. Voices quiz nights have been held every other

month, which have been very successful and well attended. Voices cafis has been open when

volunteers have been available and good income was received for providing lunch for The Blank

Page Project, which offers free art days to children aged 10 —16 years. The cafe also offered

monthly Top Time lunches to over 60s. The weekly Fruit g Veg pop-up shop continues to offer

healthy food to 40+ people every week, with the addition of monthly supplies of toiletries.

February
The libraries Men's Group planted flowers and vegetables in the planters.

March
For Suffolk library day volunteers washed cars in the car park. Girl's Group had a sponsored walk.

Voices held a Medium Night.

April
Author James Jenkins launched his latest novel and offered a

writing workshop in the library. The library hasted the Blank

Page Project with some inspiring artists. Girl's Group went on an

amazing trip to London to watch the show "Wicked". The annual

Easter Egg hunt was thoroughly enjoyed by lots of families.

May

The library celebrated our King's Coronation with a

street party. The mayor and local Councillors joined

us. The library manager and the chair of Voices were

lucky enough to be invited to watch our local

Councillor become the new Mayor of Ipswich.

June

This month was the launch of "Paws-itivity" campaign. One of our

Voices volunteers was chosen to paint one of the pups, which was

displayed at the library. Girl's Group went on a trip to Pin Mill and

visited the Nancy Blackett and had a brilliant time on a three day

residential at PGL Bawdsey. Top Time went to Great Yarmouth for the

day. The library started a M-Powered Group which now meets once a

month, and through this a Ladies group started meeting fortnightly.



~ ~ t ~
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AGM Report 2023

July

Five girls from Girls Group represented Suffolk in the Word

Cup in Manchester.

The library and Voices held the annual Funday at Landseer

Park, which was well

attended. The weather was

kind to us again.

August

The summer reading challenge was extra special this year

as it linked to the women's football World Cup. Thanks to
our volunteers who encouraged the children and listened

to them read. Two more amazing library trips with the
community to Great Yarmouth and Bury St Edmunds. The

Blank Page Project was offered again through the
summer holidays, working with some fantastic artists.

September
Voices volunteers and group attendees were invited to have tea with the Mayor at the Town Hall.

Girl's Group went to Colchester for a day, enjoying the castle and swimming. The M-Powered

Group held a Mindfulness and Wellbeing session at Murrayside Community Centre.

October
The library had a Harry Potter book day, attracting lots of children and

families. Voices held a Pamper and Shopping event, showcasing local

businesses, followed by a Mindfulness with nature evening. Hightide Theatre

offered a ghost stories creative writing session at the library.

November
Suffolk libraries Warm Spaces was relaunched this

month with kind donations from Waitrose and the
Co-op. Our very successful IP3 has Talent show was

hosted by Pipers Vale this year. IP3 has a lot of very

talented young people, and the evening was

enjoyed by their families and other local residents.
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AGM Report 2023

December
The Christmas Fair was well attended with over fifty children visiting Father Christmas. Carol

singing and crafts were enjoyed, along with free hot drinks from the cafe.

BBC Radio Suffolk launched the "Be kind to a kid" campaign in partnership with Suffolk Libraries.

This enabled many families to share presents on Christmas day.
Girl's Group went to Dance East to watch "The Little

Match Girl". The library held a Christmas

Celebration evening with the Guides which included

carol singing, wreath and Gonk making and free

food and drink. Men's Group cooked Christmas

dinner at the library for their group and other

vulnerable people from the local community; it was

a great success. Blank Page Project took place again

during the Christmas holidays. Some of the Girls

group members took part in a performance at

Ipswich County Library

Funding

Thank you for the amazing support from funders which enables the library to offer so much more

to the local community.

Suffolk County Councillor Liz Harsant E1670.00

Ipswich Borough Council Diversionary Project Fund f974.00
Ipswich Borough Councillors MAD Fund f250.00

Funding through Suffolk Community Foundation:

High Sheriff Fund f2053.00
Suffolk Sports Fund f2000.00
Food and Drink Fund f1300.00
Port Community Fund f2000.00
Household Support 4 Fund ES000.00

Warm spaces supplies were received from Waitrose and the Co-op

Toiletries and period products were received from FIND

Signed: Dated
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AGM REPORT 2022

This has been my first year as chairperson. I would like to thank Mandy, my 
fellow volunteers and library staff for supporting me this past year.

Highlights

We have had an extremely eventful last year with some well attended 
special events -

March

We had a bake sale and costume competition for Suffolk Libraries Day. It 
was lovely to see members of the community bake cakes for us to sell and 
to see the children in their costumes.

April

The children really enjoyed our Easter egg
hunt. Girls group were given the wonderful
chance to visit London, we had a great day.
We saw Buckingham Palace, went on a boat
trip on the Thames, followed by a tour
around the houses of Parliament.

June 

I think the Platinum Jubilee was my favourite event. We had a street party to
celebrate the late Queen’s 70th Jubilee. We had a photo booth where people 
could dress up, pretend to be the Queen or a corgi. There was also an 
escape room which was a great hit. We were also very lucky to have our 
local Councillors join our festivities. Our youth groups were invited to take 
part in the Jubilee parade at the Suffolk Show. On

Father’s Day
we held a car
wash event.



August

This was a busy month. We had lots of children join up for the Summer 
Reading Challenge. A special thanks to all those who volunteered to hear 
the children read. We had two fantastic trips with the community to 
Thetford Forest and Great Yarmouth. 

Our Landseer Park fun day was a great success, hundreds of people 
attended, and the weather was perfect. The owl sanctuary came to the 
library as part of Reading Sparks. A garden gig was held with lots of local 
talent, raising funds for our garden room project.

  

September

We had a medium night with Wayne, which again was very popular. 

This month was the start of our men’s group. We went to the let’s rock 
festival at Trinity Park, got a little wet but it didn’t dampen our spirits. 

It was with great sadness that we lost our longest reigning Queen. Our 
community was deeply saddened and paid tributes in various ways. 



We started using ‘In kind direct’ to buy
toiletries for our pop up shop. 

October

We were very lucky to host ‘The Sounds of Nashville’ gig. Everyone that 
joined us had a great time. 

We had a pamper and shopping event, where local businesses came and 
offered their services from manicures to massages. 

Wayne visited our library again and offered a sound mediation session. 

We joined Murrayside Community Development at their ‘Wholeness fun 
day’.

 Girl’s group had a sleepover, activities included pumpkin carving, arts and 
craft followed by pizza and a movie. 

We increased the number of weekly fruit and vegetable bags we offer due 
to popular demand.

November

In November we held our IP3 has
talent event, which Murrayside
hosted. We really do have a lot of
talent in our area. 

We launched our ‘Be kind in kind
campaign’. We have a kindness rack
full of donations. We also offer free
tea, coffee or cup a soup, kindly
donated by Paddy and Scott and the
Co-op.



December

The Christmas fair was a huge success. Father Christmas saw
over 8o children, more children than in previous years . We had a special 
appearance from Bella the Christmas pony, plus various stalls and raffle. 

We offered Christmas presents for struggling families, donated by the 
Salvation Army.

We held a 3m’s event, Murder Mystery,
Mulled wine and Mice pies, the event was
well attended and successful. James and his
colleagues performed brilliantly.

We were given funding from the Ipswich East Area Committee to renovate 
our café. Various new equipment has been purchased to provide a better 
and healthier service to our growing community. 

Top Time received funding for their weekly activities plus a new lunch time 
club once a month.

 Men’s group received funding for their activities and is now running twice a 
month.

Summary 

The demand for our fruit and veg pop up shop on Thursdays has increased.



 Our ‘Be kind in kind’ donations have been
gratefully received by our community with a lot of warm
clothing being shared out.  

Our warm space has also helped bring the community together in a time 
when people are struggling.

I think this next year may be a tough year for many, but I am looking 
forward to planning more events to help the community in 2023. 
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VOiCeS fOr GainSbOraugh COmmunity Library Accounts 1 January-31" December
2021

Receipts (in)

GeneralFunds

Cafe recovery grant

f3199.96

f676.90

Expenditure (out)

General Funds

G iris G ro up

f3414.44

f575.42

Co-op fun day grant f1370.00

IBC Councillors MAD fun day grant f250.00

Building Fund

Girls Group

f2725.25

f214.65

SCF Youth Intervention Fund f6200.00

UK Youth Fund f6000.00

Youth Sports f119.13

SCF 211043 Household grant f3000.00

Arnold Clark community grant f1000.00

SCF RJB Craft Group grant f1000.00

National Lottery Community Fund f1000.00

Pop-up Fruit 8 Veg shop f473.00

Girls and Women Fund f1000.00

Top Time Pargiter Trust grant f160.06

UK Youth Fund

British Science Week grant

Fun Daygrants

Cafe recovery grant

Fruit 8 Veg pop-up shop

f7469.25

f508.85

f1600.18

F676.90

f545.00

Podcasting project

Top Time

Youth Sports

Arnold Clark community grant

f853.35

f442.39

f1355.00

f458.27

National Lottery Community Fund f942.12

Top Time grant

Total income:

240.00

f 27468.89 Total Expenditure f20001.23

Total carried forward end of 2020: f15629.79

Total to carry forward to 2022: f22614.75

Current unreserved funds f1313.74

Preparedby: MandyGrimwoodTreasurerikLibrary Manager
Signed: 10/01/2022

Audited by: g~ o ri p
Signed: J ~+. / 9.or- co~a-

Approved by; Sarah Woolven (Chair) g



Chair's report 2021

I have enjoyed my second year as chair of Voices for Gainsborough Community Library, but
had to step down early due to family issues.

Voices Cafe

The cafe was still closed at the beginning of the year which means we have lost vital income

and fundraising. The cafe was able to open again in April and vital supplies were purchased,
including volunteer uniform, thanks to a Recovery Grant from Ipswich Borough Council. Since

reopening we have a steady number of customers and some regular ones each week. We

desperately need new cafe volunteers to enable the cafe to open regularly.

Community support

In October we were able to start our weekly Pop-up Fruit 8c Veg Shop. This has been very

successful with 30 bags being sold each week for just f2. The cotton bags were purchased as

part of the Recovery Grant, and we are working in partnership with Catchey's Fruit and Veg
for the supply of weekly fruit and veg. At harvest Leighton Road Church donated their harvest

gifts to our pop-up shop. Over the Christmas period we were able to provide a range of
toiletries and gifts for children thanks to funding from The Arnold Clark Community Fund.

Voices secured funding through Suffolk Community Foundation for the Household Support
Fund, which has enabled the library to support members of the local community with

household costs through the winter.

Regular activities

Voices secured funding from UK Youth, and the Youth intervention Fund through Suffolk

Community Foundation to enable the library to expand the Girls Group and offer an exciting

range of activities, including a weekend at PGL Bawdsey.



Unfortunately, our link with the Ipswich Methodist Group came to an end when we reopened
after Covid. The library has continued to offer Friday family crafts, which have attracted many

new families. Funding from National Lottery Community Fund, and RUB Fund through Suffolk

Community Foundation.

The community choir has a new home at the Landseer Road Methodist Church.

Events

Voices organized three weekends of garden sales during 2021, helping to raise funds for the
garden room.

Our local Councillor awarded a grant to Kinetic Science to enable them to offer two

workshops at the library.

Gainsborough Community Fun Day was held in August with many organisations taking part.
The weather was rather wet, but the event was well attended.



The community fun day was funded by Suffolk County Councillors, Ipswich Borough
Councillors, Localgiving Fund, and an anonymous donor.

Voices continue to fundraise for the library garden room extension through various events.
Events have included a Body Shop fundraising party, pamper day, wellbeing event, girls

group sponsored walk, bake sale, car wash and Christmas Fair. Voices received a f500
donation from a regular library user. Sunday family bingo sessions are popular. Additional
fund have been secured from Ipswich East Rotary Club and St Lawrence Parish Hall Trust.
Funds raised towards our target of f45000 are E16500. Many thanks to all our supporters.



Awards

In June I was awarded a Star of the Year certificate and a named star from Small Charities

Coalition for my work supporting Gainsborough Community Library through Voices.

5
A~

My daughter Briyana received a Suffolk Hero Certificate of i

Recognition from the MP and a Suffolk Hope badge for helping me

deliver the fruit and veg boxes in 2020.

Voices monthly meetings have continued, and I would like to say thank you to all the Voices

members for their commitment and support during this last year.

Sarah Woolven

Chair of Voices for Gainsborough Community Library
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