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Secretary’s Report 
 

In 2024 our preachers spoke on five main themes interspersed with open theme services.  
From January to March we learned about all aspects of prayer.  In April and May the theme 
was “Faithful and Fruitful – Lessons from the seven churches of the Revelation”.  A short 
series on Jonah followed in June before we took a break over the summer holidays and 
were taught on a number of open theme sermons.  The theme throughout September and 
October was the highly successful Evangelism series.  The final theme for the year was the 
background to each of the most popular Christmas carols.  This year we were able to 
celebrate with a service on Christmas Day where Graham managed to squeeze a full 
costume Nativity from scratch into a forty-five minute services along with carols, prayers 
and a sermon.  Fun was had by all. 
 
In January I took over from Judith as Ottery St Mary URC church secretary and was fortunate 
to have a great deal of support from Judith and Lorna along with the Elders to help me learn 
the ropes. 
 
In September we wished Judith farewell as she sold her house and moved on to pastures 
new.  We have missed her and will continue to do so but she left a real legacy at the church 
and is still continuing to help with various organisational tasks as the new team learns.  On 
that note, we were delighted that Ruth Roulson offered to help with pulpit supply and 
managing the Service Plan along with all the other things she does for the church.  This will 
be a great help. 
 
During the latter part of the year, the leadership took a decision to move away from the 
regular, monthly, Messy Church to an approach of focusing more on key events in the year.  
The first fruits of this was the “Light Celebration” on the evening of 10th November.  This 
event was well attended and it was particularly pleasing to welcome families of some of the 
young people who attend FiSH along with other families that were completely new to the 
church.  In early December, an “all age Sunday school” took place, which included a variety 
of different crafts and activites.  This was very popular and is likely to be repeated in 2025. 
 
Members of the church engaged with events in the community by providing drinks and 
refreshments during the Tar Barrels and during the Christmas lights switch on in Ottery St 
Mary town centre.  Some enthusiastic volunteers even dressed up in Nativity costumes for 
the lights switch on, where they distributed flyers for our upcoming events over Christmas.  
Photos are still available on request! 
 

Tom Errington 
 

Youth Team Report 
 
Well, it only seems like the other month that I wrote the last report for the youth and 
children’s team. Time seems to really fly by. But as I look back you can see that so much has 
gone on with many blessings along the way. As ever I want to firstly thank our amazing 
volunteers who make up the youth and children’s team. Without them it just wouldn’t 
happen. The time and effort going into each session is immense and I just want to say how 
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much we appreciate everything you do. Also, for everyone who prays for the different aspects 
of the youth and children’s work, thank you so much your prayers are invaluable and so 
needed.  
 
Over the year we have covered a wide range of themes and topics. During the Spring term we 
tried a new resource called ‘Roots’. It’s a resource created for the Church of England and 
based on their lectionary. It’s a very good resource with plenty of ideas and extremely sound 
doctrinally. The themes we covered were about God’s call to us – in terms of listening and 
discerning and also God’s plan for us. Also, we looked at how God hasn’t forgotten us, witness 
and telling and God’s good news. The leaders felt it was a good resource but also that 
Energize, who we had been using, gave more options. So, we reverted back to it. During the 
Summer term we looked at the subject of church – looking at all aspects from fellowship to 
worship and evangelism to communion. And then to finish the term we looked at two 
characters in the bible Moses and Joshua.  
 
In September we did things a little differently. Because we had some children that were now 
going to secondary school, we felt it was important they had their own group. So, we restarted 
the second class on a Sunday morning. So now we have a younger class and an older class. 
Generally, Sue and Ali look after the younger class and Tom and I run the older class (welcome 
Tom). It has been good running an older class again as we have been able to go a bit deeper 
and I think the young people have risen to the challenge. Themes for the Autumn term have 
included school, primarily looking at what it is to be a Christian at school and also, we have 
looked at Christian Character. With the older group I have also been trying out a new resource 
from ‘Youthscape’ called ‘Unfold’ where basically over the course of the lesson you unfold 
the resource revealing the next activity. The stories we looked at were the ‘wedding at Cana’, 
washing the disciple’s feet and Turning Over the tables’ This was an excellent resource and 
definitely engaged the young people and made them think.  
 
Also because of the small team for our Sunday mornings we have also been in the church 
more for All Age services. Up until September we also had Messy Church as well.  
 
 
FiSH 
It's been another fantastic year for our group. Tom and I have been leading the sessions, and 
we've had the wonderful support of Ali at times. We continued to mostly meet twice a month 
mainly on a Saturday. The numbers have also been very good, again having a surge in 
September as we have had young people join us from the holiday club and have reached the 
age when they are able to come. Quite a few of our older ones have reduced the amount of 
time that they come. This is for a number of reasons and is not uncommon with that age 
range. As young people get older there is more pressure on their time from doing more 
activities with school, exam revision and also taking on part time jobs. In 2025 we will be 
looking at how we can retain this age group and meet their ever changing needs.  
 
Over the year we have done many activities. They have been very varied, and everyone 
certainly seems to enjoy themselves. One of my highlights was the ‘Open Doors Escape Room’ 
in September. This activity was based on the persecuted church and we basically smashed up 
the back hall (made it look like it) as if it had been in a police raid. During the evening the 
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young people discovered more about what it means to be persecuted for our faith. We had 
many good comments after the evening about it. 
 
Also once a term we have been going to ‘The Gathering’ in Exeter held at Belmont Church. 
This is where young people from all over the area come and join together for worship and 
teaching. It’s basically every form of youth group in one evening from hanging out, structured 
games and then worship and teaching. We also always finish with chips. Our young people 
really enjoy going and they enjoy exploring all varieties of worship.  
 
A group of us from FiSH had an amazing time at SPREE 2024 in June. We again went with the 
Chill Out Youth Group from Newton Poppleford, and it was really good. Our numbers from 
FiSH were slightly lower this time but we still had a great weekend. The weather was pretty 
good. This year we placed the furthest we could possibly be from the events, so we certainly 
got our steps in! Thank you to Tom, Ali, Chloe and Matt for coming to help over the 
weekend. Again, without them these events just wouldn’t happen. Also, a massive thank 
you to Ruthie and Rachel (from Newton Poppleford) who helped set up the camp on Friday 
morning. It was so welcome, and I cannot thank them enough. They worked so hard, and 
Ruthie didn’t even have a young person going.  
 
 
Record breakers Holiday Club 
Now, let's talk about the Record Breakers Holiday Club. Once again, we were part of TheO6 
Holiday Club, and everyone did an incredible job volunteering. The club was held at our 
church, and we had a marquee, gazebos, and the church hall to accommodate everyone. We 
ran the vent again for five days. This year was our biggest yet with 40 children at most 
sessions.  Each session was jam-packed with fun activities, including trying to break silly world 
records like the quickest time to pack a school bag, blindfold lemon catching and picking up 
dice with our feet.   We also had the usual favourites like games, worship, stories, and 
challenges. The week ended again with a fantastic Club Celebration and a family BBQ. This 
year everything reverted back to normality as I lost the weekly challenge, and I ended up 
being custard pied and soaked. Though Sue did seem to make sure I lost during the final 
challenge!! 
 
Because of lack of numbers, we didn’t do an Easter Holiday club, but we are going to try again 
for 2025 – a smaller three day one. We will be back again in August 2025 for the Summer one 
– with a new theme! Watch this space! 
 
Messy Church 
We did Messy Church from January to July 2025. The numbers were very varied but all in all 
were quite disappointing. We just didn’t seem to get the numbers we wanted. It was 
disappointing that everyone worked so hard for the event to go ahead, and the final product 
was of a real high quality. Easter was the only one that seemed to get good numbers. So, as 
part of our Church review, we looked at Messy Church and in consultation with the team in 
September we looked at what we were doing, what we needed to do to change things and 
where we went from there. It was decided that we would stop Messy Church and look at 
other different ways to reach out to families in our community and involve everyone in our 
Church. Whilst Messy Church is deemed as All Age it does seem to primarily be aimed at 
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children. What we want is to make sure we have a range of activities catering for all Ages. 
One of the first things we tried was ‘A make your own church’ at Christmas time. This was 
where there were several activities set up in church for people to choose from to do. These 
included a prayer corner, bible study, decoration making and youth activities. Helen did an 
activity based on the ‘Christingle’. I received some lovely reports about it. Thank you, Helen, 
for doing this. Also thank you, Ruthie, for helping set up the session and for providing the 
‘message in a bottle activity’. It was a clever activity and one all ages could do. I think it was a 
good success so we will be adding a couple more in 2025.  
 
The All-Age services and Café church also went well during the year too. We again want to 
make sure that in all these activities all our congregation feel involved and included. So, thank 
you for reading the report. It has again been a privilege and a pleasure to serve God and 
families in the children and youth ministry.  I can't wait to see what 2025 has in store for us! 
                                                                                                                         

Graham Harry 
                                                                                                                       Youth and Families Pastor 
 

Foodbank 
 

This year we have seen how the increase in prices has really begun to bite into people’s 
household budgets. We have seen an increase in referrals for those with families, particularly 
the larger families. For the Foodbank this means that more food is being given out and the 
shelves empty more quickly. 
 
We are very grateful for the people who have responded so generously to our appeal for extra 
funding. We have been blessed by an increase in the people who are giving monthly and 
several significant lump sum donations. Thank you to you all. 
 
This year we have provided 630 people with more than 5500 meals and spent £2660 on 
greengrocery vouchers; we have also had to buy in food when donations were low.  
 
We are very grateful to all the people who donate money and those who donate by monthly 
banker’s order as well as the people who donate food; to Rabbit & Co who continue to accept 
the greengrocery vouchers; to the Ottery St Mary URC who provide us with premises, 
insurance and storage and to the Church Elders who have an “oversight” responsibility for the 
Foodbank. 

         David Briden 
 

Wednesday Homegroup 7.30pm – 9.30 
 

This year we have we have completed studies on: 
 
Decisions – Making our decisions with God as the basis. 
Matthew – Being Discipled by Jesus.  
Women of the New Testament 
And are currently studying Meeting The Spirit 
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Our studies are generally taken from the ‘Life Builder’ series of Bible Studies which involve a 
Bible Reading followed by questions to stimulate thoughts and reinforce belief. 
 
We are a small group 7-10 people at each session. We welcome all who wish to join us and 
we can accommodate those who can’t manage every session. We can also arrange for people 
to join us on Zoom if they can’t be with us for whatever reason. 
 
Coffee, Tea or a soft drink with biscuits open each session giving a short time of fellowship. 
We end with prayers for those we know who are in difficulties or for upcoming events. 
 

          David Briden 
 

Community Market 
 

We continued in 2024 with similar numbers of stallholders to 2023 and a number of new 
tables including a regular Fairtrade table.  
 
For publicity Martin writes a piece each month in the Ottery Gazette plus we have two ‘cut 
out and keep’ adverts with dates in the Gazette. We also have posters around the town and 
Martin and one of the stallholders place the Market on a number of online sites. 
 
The Parish Church volunteers continue to produce the refreshments for the Market café, 
which are very popular. 
 
We have had another increase in charges for hiring The Institute. The charges to the 
stallholders remain the same. 
 
It is very much a chance to chat to other crafters and producers and there is always a good 
atmosphere. We pray that we make good contacts with local people.  
 
The surplus for the year is £331.50.   
 
Many thanks to Gary, John, Martin, Ali and Barbara who put out tables, design publicity, do 
the accounts and for the prayer support.  

Penny Hounslow 
 

Fabric Report  
 

Church. 
 
Maintenance and repairs to the fabric of the church and hall continued during the year, 
arranged as necessary. 
 
In particular, part of the boundary wall along Jesu Street, east of the gates, was badly 
damaged by a vehicle at the beginning of January, requiring it to be completely rebuilt.  
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The firm carrying out the Jesu Street boundary wall repairs, also completed repairs to the 
wall west of the gates. In addition, the firm was able to carry out some small repairs to the 
Batts Lane and Brook Street boundary walls. 
 
Further property investigations are required, including, for possible roof slate repairs, for 
the presence of active woodworm in the Sanctuary and roof space and for possible 
structural movement, (QI refers). 
 
Repairs to the Porch front doors, to enable them to swing more easily, are ongoing. 
 
Manse. 
 
The property continued to be let. 
 
Maintenance and repairs have been undertaken as necessary. 
 
Repairs to the floors continued at the start of the year and it was necessary to replace some 
of the carpets. Unfortunately, it is possible that floor repairs are again required and this 
work is being investigated. 
 
Further work to the property is also being considered. 

George Moon 

 
Mission Group 

 

The mission group of Judith Webber, Tim Beard, Nesia McCabe and John Nash met on 15 
February 2024.  
 
Nesia Derby McCabe provided a report on Pastor Charles progress in Grenada.  
 
A second meeting took place on 25 June 2024 to plan for the mission service in September.  
 
In September we met with Dr Haroon and his wife who is now living in Lancashire, and 
building bridges with the Muslim community in that area. The work at the hospital in 
Pakistan continues and so we will try and keep contact with them and Dr Haroon for the 
next 3 years. 
 
We have received thanks from Pastor John Charles in Grenada for support of very poor 
people in Grenada. 
 
The support for Mission in 2025 from the general fund will be increased, so, the total 
mission giving in 2025 should be £21,000.00. 
 
Judith has now moved to Porlock, and we were very grateful for all her help and drive 
during recent years. 
 



OSM URC Annual Report - 2024 
 

8 
 

Support for the Persecuted church and refugees will now only be through Open Doors. The 
mission group judges that it is best to concentrate our support always on one agency. 
 
The latest meeting in 21 January 2025 agreed the following proposals, 
 
Local Evangelism 
 
The O6 Project has continued to make a valuable contribution in Ottery, so it is 
recommended that the annual contribution from the church is increased to £15,000.  This 
level of giving enables Graham to provide 16 hours each week for youth and families work 
within the United Reformed Church. 
 
Ottery Christian Youth Pastor (O6)    £15,000 
 
Proposed Overseas support for 2025 
 
The division between mission spends overseas would remain similar to last year but the 
giving increased for one year, as recommended by the elders.  
 
Summary of Overseas Mission activities supported 
 
Missionary Aviation Fellowship Using aircraft to provide help for 

missionary work in remote areas with 
poor road infrastructure. 

 
 Open Doors      Persecuted Christians/ refugees  
 
Thai Pocket Testament League   Evangelism/ Teaching/ Poor relief 
 
Kunhar Christian Hospital, Pakistan Support building of new infrastructure in 

remote area 
 
El Shaddai Children’s Home, Chennai   Running costs of orphanage and 
       old peoples care. 
 
Family Support in Grenada    John Charles,  

Ministry for those in need. 
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Suggested support : 
 
  Missionary Aviation Fellowship  £1000  
  Open Doors       £1000  
  Thai PTL      £1000 
  Kunhar Hospital    £1000 
  El Shaddai     £1000 
  Grenada     £1000  
 
    TOTAL           £6000 
 
Total Mission support=  £21,000. 
 
 
 
Actions agreed:  Tim to contact Dr. Haroon to set up further reporting on Kunhar. 
 

AGM to ask for new members for the Mission Group. 
 
Next Mission Group meeting: 20 May 2025 
 
Service on missionary themes , planned for 7 September 2025 
 

John Nash     
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