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Palestine Play Projects
England & Wales · Charity number 1164949

Details

Other names PLAYGROUNDS FOR PALESTINE (UK), PFP(UK)

Status Registered

Legal form CIO

Registered 2015-12-21

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address Appletrees
Forge Hill
Hampstead Norreys
Thatcham
RG18 0TE

Phone 07765501287

Email info@PalestinePlayProjects.org

Website www.palestineplayprojects.org

Activities

Objects: THE OBJECTS OF THE CIO ARE:TO HELP AND RELIEVE THE NEEDS OF CHILDREN AND
YOUNG PEOPLE BY:-- PROVIDING OR ASSISTING IN THE PROVISION OF PHYSICAL SPACES, AS
WELL AS ACTIVITY PROGRAMS FOR PLAY, LEISURE, AND CREATIVE EXPRESSION, IN PARTICULAR
FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE LIVING IN PALESTINE, OR IN REFUGEE CAMPS ELSEWHERE;
AND- HELPING TO INFORM AND EDUCATE THE WIDER PUBLIC REGARDING THE SITUATION OF
PALESTINIAN AND OTHER REFUGEE CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE AND THEIR CHARITABLE
NEEDS REGARDING PLAY, LEISURE, AND CREATIVE EXPRESSION OPPORTUNTIES.ARTICLE 31
(LEISURE, PLAY AND CULTURE) OF THE UN CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE
CHILD:CHILDREN HAVE THE RIGHT TO RELAX AND PLAY, AND TO JOIN IN A WIDE RANGE OF
CULTURAL, ARTISTIC AND OTHER RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES.

Activities: Palestine Play Projects exists to help make play and creativity part of the lives of Palestinian
children. We envision a world in which Palestinian children's right to play is upheld as part of a safe, happy
and healthy childhood.

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1164949
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-search/?p_p_id=uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=maximized&p_p_mode=view&_uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet_regId=1164949
mailto:info@PalestinePlayProjects.org
www.palestineplayprojects.org
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Classification

• How: Other Charitable Activities

• What: Recreation

• Who: Children/young People

Geography

• Lebanon

• Occupied Palestinian Territories

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2024-12-31 £9,316 £19,005 - -

2023-12-31 £10,442 £14,686 - -

2022-12-31 £12,701 £13,436 - -

2021-12-31 £23,292 £11,121 - -

2020-12-31 £29,949 £19,074 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Evie Dickinson 2020-07-30

LESLEY BARBARA RAVENSCROFT 2019-06-14

ROSLYN ARTHUR 2019-06-14

SADIA AKRAM 2022-11-15

Shireen Hilda Tawil 2026-03-01

Theresa Casey 2024-12-02

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1164949
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Playgrounds for Palestine UK Trustee report for 2024

Trustees’ Annual Report – Financial Year 1 January – 31 December 
2024

1 Context

Throughout 2024 the humanitarian situation in Palestine deteriorated sharply. 
The war in Gaza and heightened movement restrictions in the West Bank 
curtailed everyday life and placed unprecedented demands on organisations 
working with children. These conditions framed both our fundraising 
environment and our programme delivery.

2 Income

Source
Amount
(£)

Notes

Public donations 
& events

9,316
Two flagship events: a benefit rock concert in 
Bristol and a Palestinian dinner near London

Gift Aid (received 
Jan 2025)

≈ 2,000 Will be recognised in the 2025 accounts

Total income recognised in 2024 accounts: £9,316
Income was slightly lower than in 2023 as many long-standing supporters 
redirected donations to emergency food and shelter appeals.

3 Expenditure & Programme Activity

Category
Amoun
t (£)

Highlights

Programme 
delivery

19,005

Partnership with Child Smile (Gaza): two cycles of 
drama-therapy workshops reaching several hundred war-
affected children. Independent video and photographic 
monitoring confirmed positive psychosocial outcomes.

Total expenditure: £19,005 – an increase of c£4,500 from 2023, reflecting 
additional emergency programme costs.



4 Governance

Trustees
Roslyn Arthur · Evie Dickinson · Julian Lewis · Lesley Ravenscroft · Sadia Akram

Volunteer advisers
Nora Allen · Shireen Tawil · Gracie Arthur

The trustees record their sincere gratitude to all volunteers, partners and 
donors, and to Rachel Rice, who independently examined the 2024 accounts.

5 Looking Ahead (2025)

 Expand working with other partners, such as Culture and Free Thought 
Association (CFTA) in Gaza, and consolidate and expand drama-therapy 
provision with Child Smile, subject to security conditions and funding, 
helping to ensure we reach as many children as possible.

 Expand awareness of our charity through increased social media 
presence and visibility through articles and conferences, as appropriate. 
Consider the use of a paid fundraiser.

 Continue to seek others who can support the work of our charity.

 Review and strengthen policies and procedures, as appropriate, including
the working relationship with PfP in America.

Approved by the Board of Trustees on 30/6 /2025 and signed on its behalf by 
Roslyn Arthur, Chair.



Playgrounds for Palestine UK, 2024
Accounts

Income
2023 Donations received: 2024

3245.13   Individuals 2011.35

84.97   Easy Fundraising 59.90

184.59   Amazon (charity donations)  -

170.80   Benevity Charitable Giving 854.11

5.68   Citibank 7.20

 -   Charities Trust 362.00

29.35   Muslim Giving 124.47

2987.42   JustGiving 478.77

23.67   Stripe  -

224.32   Online Giving Foundation  -

Fundraising Bristol 1405.00

Fundraising Strawberry Fields Collective 2706.50

£6,955.93 £8,009.30

1046.56 Interest 1231.70

35.00 Sales via website 75.20

2404.77 HMRC gift aid refunded (2022 and 2023) *

£10,442.26 Total income £9,316.20

 Gift aid claimed but not received before end 2024, will be in 2025 accounts 

Expenditure
2023 2024

60.00 Bank fees (CAF charges, now £5 per month) 60.00

25.00 Bank fees for transfers to Palestine 75.00

6.00 Bank charge, online giving -

14594.89 Transfer to Palestine (building playgrounds) 18013.27

Fundraising Bristol 38.50

Fundraising Strawberry Fields Collective 637.15

Expenses Trustee Meeting 175.25

Postage 5.39

£14,685.89 Total expenditure £19,004.56

2023 2024

£55,811.56 Opening balance £51,567.93

-£4,243.63 Net of receipts/(payments) -£9,688.36

£51,567.93 £41,879.57

Represented by
£1,389.27 CAF main account £1,173.21

£50,178.66 CAF gold account £40,706.36

UK registered
charity 
1164949  



£51,567.93 £41,879.57
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Playgrounds for Palestine UK 

Trustee report for 2023 
 

Almost £10,500 was raised during the year, less than the previous year which is unsurprising given the 
difficult situation within Palestine, especially the war in the later part of the year. We suggested that 
people may prefer to donate to other charities at this time, ones who can impact immediately on 
delivering food and shelter to those in Gaza, hence the number of people supporting our work through 
monthly donations fell considerably during the year.  

We have not yet heard about the status of playgrounds built within Palestine, but anticipate all 
playgrounds in Gaza have been destroyed. 

Immediately before the war we sent almost £15,000 to the West Bank for a playground in Burin. We are 
pleased that the playground has been received safely and constructed though we are yet to have 
photographic evidence since the situation is still unsafe for people, particularly women, to move freely. 
Once evidence is received, we will send more money for further smaller play equipment for the site. 

During the year, trustees Roslyn Arthur, Evie Dickinson, Julian Lewis, Lesley Ravenscroft and Sadia Akram 
were supported by Nora Allen who worked closely with those in Burin to ensure effective communication. 
We are grateful to her, and also Rachel Rice who examined our accounts. 

The trustees of Playgrounds for Palestine UK 

 



 

Playgrounds for PalesƟne UK 
UK registered charity 1164949   

2023 Accounts 
Income   

2022 Donations received: 2023 
3433.05   Individuals  3245.13 
4138.16   The Big Give, match funding, pledges  - 

100.00   Donations, trusts or organisations  - 
116.59   Easy Fundraising 84.97 
214.41   Amazon (charity donations) 184.59 
702.15   Benevity Charitable Giving 170.80 

 -   Citibank 5.68 
17.85   Charities Trust  - 

147.53   Muslim Giving 29.35 
3582.15   JustGiving appeal  2987.42 

 -   Stripe 23.67 
47.95   Online Giving Foundation 224.32 

£12,499.84  £6,955.93 
191.06 Interest 1046.56 

10.32 Sales via website 35.00 
0.00 HMRC gift aid refunded (2022 and 2023) 2404.77 

£12,701.22 Total income £10,442.26 
 

  

Expenditure   
2022  2023 

81.00 Bank fees (CAF charges, now £5 per month) 60.00 
25.00 Bank fees for transfers to Palestine 25.00 

 - Bank charge, online giving 6.00 
13329.96 Transfer to Palestine (building playgrounds) 14594.89 

£13,435.96 Total expenditure £14,685.89 
   

2022  2023 
£56,546.30 Opening balance £55,811.56 

-£734.74 Net of receipts/(payments) -£4,243.63 

£55,811.56 
 

£51,567.93 
 Represented by  

£6,075.83 CAF main account £1,389.27 
£49,735.73 CAF gold account £50,178.66 

£55,811.56  £51,567.93 
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Playgrounds for Palestine UK 

Trustee report for 2022 
 

Almost £12,500 was raised during the year, less than the previous year in which we received a very 
generous donation. However, we benefited from a very generous pledge from a supporter, who match-
funded donations during our Christmas Big Give appeal which raised over £4000. The number of people 
supporting our work through monthly donations grew during the year and we are grateful for their 
support. Thanks too to Rachel Rice who examined our accounts. 

The situation in Palestine is such that it is increasingly difficult to find playground manufacturers who can 
match the high quality required. Nonetheless we sent over £13,000 to the West Bank for a playground in 
Silwan. Plans for a further playground in the West Bank are well advanced and will be built in 2023. 

During the year, trustees Roslyn Arthur, Evie Dickinson, Julian Lewis and Lesley Ravenscroft were joined by 
Sadia Akram to ensure the continuing success of the charity. We said goodbye to Sarah Parkhouse, Henry 
Bowlby and Sophie Dowle and we thank them for their hard work. We continue to work closely with our 
American counterparts, Susie and Hanan. 

The trustees of Playgrounds for Palestine UK 



 

 

 

 

 

Playgrounds for Palestine UK 

UK registered charity 1164949 

2022 Accounts 
 
Income 
2021 Donations received: 2022 

£10,476.71 Individuals  £3,433.05 
£2,500.00 The Big Give, match funding, pledges £4,138.16 
£1,000.00 Donations, trusts or organisations £100.00 

£45.42 Easy Fundraising £116.59 
£90.90 Virgin Money Giving  £0.00 
£95.92 Amazon (charity donations) £214.41 

£383.35 Benevity Charitable Giving £702.15 
£120.37 Bright Funds Foundation £0.00 

£93.32 Charities Trust £17.85 
- Muslim Giving £147.53 
- JustGiving appeal  £3,582.15 

£120.82 Online Giving Foundation £47.95 
£14,926.81  £12,499.84 

£5.39 Interest £191.06 
£83.53 Sales via website £10.32 

£8276.07 HMRC gift aid refunded £0.00 
£23,291.80 Total income £12,701.22 

 

Expenditure 
2021  2022 

£96.00 
Bank fees (CAF charges, £8 per month reducing 
to £5 per month from August) £81.00 

£25.00 Bank fees for transfers £25.00 
£10,999.49 Transfer to Palestine (building playgrounds) £13,329.96 
£11,120.49 Total expenditure £13,435.96 

 
2021  2022 

£44,374.99 Opening balance £56,546.30 
£12,171.31 Net of receipts/(payments) -£734.74 
£56,546.30 

 
£55,811.56 

 Represented by  
£2,749.74 CAF main account £6,075.83 

£53,796.56 CAF gold account £49,735.73 
£56,546.30  £55,811.56 
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Playgrounds for Palestine UK

Trustee report for 2021

Despite the continuing pandemic, which meant that no fundraising events could take 
place, just over £23,000 was raised in 2021, slightly less than the previous year. We 
benefited from very generous pledges from supporters, who match-funded donations 
during our Christmas Big Give appeal which raised over £5000. The number of people 
supporting our work through monthly donations grew during the year and we are 
grateful for their support. Thanks too to Claire Trow-Smith who examined our 
accounts.

During the year, trustees Roslyn Arthur, Evie Dickinson, Sarah Parkhouse, Julian Lewis,
Henry Bowlby, and Lesley Ravenscroft worked hard to ensure the continuing success 
of the charity. We continue to work closely with our American counterparts, Susie and 
Hanan.

The trustees of Playgrounds for Palestine UK



 

 

 

 

 

Playgrounds for Palestine UK 

   
UK registered charity 1164949   

2020 Accounts   
   

 

Income 
Donations received:  

Individuals - gift aided £21,264.90 
Individuals - match funding £2,500.00 
Individuals - not gift aided £255.62 
All Saints Church, Putney £1,450.00 
St Oswald's Church £3,323.48 
Easy Fundraising £39.36 
Virgin Money Giving  £410.66 
Fitsteps, Buckland £155.00 

 £29,399.02 
Interest £29.15 
HMRC gift aid refunded £521.25 

Total income £29,949.42 
 
Expenditure  
Bank fees (CAF charges, £5 per month) £60.00 
Bank fees for transfers £60.00 
Transfer to Palestine (building playgrounds) £18,785.65 
Website fees £168.00 

Total expenditure £19,073.65 

 

Opening balance £33,499.22 
Net of receipts/(payments) £10,875.77  

£44,374.99 
Represented by  
CAF main account £2,733.82 
CAF gold account £41,641.17 

 £44,374.99 
 

 
  



 

Independent examiner’s report to the trustees of Playgrounds for Palestine UK Charitable Trust 

I report on the accounts of the Trust for the year ended 31 December 2020 which have been provided to me by the 
Trustees. 

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner 

The Charity’s Trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The Charity’s Trustees consider that: 

• an audit is not required for this year under section 144(2) of the Charities Act 2011 (the 2011 Act); and 
• an independent examination is needed. 

It is my responsibility to: 

• examine the accounts under section 145 of the 2011 Act;  
• follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the commission under section 145(5)(b) 

of the 2011 Act; and 
• to state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 

Basis of independent examiner’s report 

My examination was carried out in accordance with the general Directions given by the Charity Commission. 

An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the Charity and a comparison of the accounts 
presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and 
seeking explanations from you as Trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide 
all the evidence that would be required in an audit and consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts 
present a ‘true and fair view’ and the report is limited to those matters set out in the next statement. 

Independent examiner’s statement 

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 

(1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements: 

• to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the 2011 Act; and 
• to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with the accounting 

requirements of the 2011 Act  

have not been met; or 

(2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to 
be reached. 

 

 
 

Name: Claire Trow-Smith   

Relevant professional qualification or body: N/A 

Address: Westbrook, Hampstead Norreys, Berkshire, RG18 0TF 

Date: 3 May 2021 
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Playgrounds for Palestine UK 

Trustee report for 2020 
 

Despite the pandemic, which meant that no fundraising events could take place, almost £30,000 was 
raised in 2020, a considerable increase on the previous year. We benefited from a very generous donation 
from a supporter, who also match funded donations during our Christmas appeal. Two churches, St 
Oswald’s and All Saints supported our work, and we are very grateful to them and to all our supporters. 
Thanks too to Claire Trow-Smith who has examined our accounts. 

During the year, monies were sent to fund specialist playground equipment at the Al-Shurooq school for 
the blind in Bethlehem and also for an outside gym for older students at the Talitha Kumi School near 
Bethlehem – this will also be used by local children. We have now funded seven playgrounds funded by 
Playgrounds for Palestine UK to seven – three in the West Bank, two in Gaza, and two in Lebanon. 
Information about all these projects, and photographs, can be seen on our website 
www.playgroundsforPalestineUK.org 

During the year, our long-standing trustees Reverend Tony Lynn and Frank Paul, stood down: both are 
missed. However, we were joined by Evie Dickinson, Sarah Parkhouse, Julian Lewis and Henry Bowlby, all of 
whom bring a wealth of expertise that is hugely beneficial. Increasingly, during the year, we have worked 
closely with our American counterparts, Susie and Hanan, as we seek ways of building playgrounds that are 
ecologically friendly. 

In 2020 we started two major projects: one working with PfPUSA and the University of Gaza to design and 
build an eco-friendly playground for the municipality of Bani Suhaila, in Gaza, the second working to create 
a forest playground in Jenin in the West Bank. We hope to complete the first of these playgrounds in 2021, 
though the Jenin project, which is ambitious, may take longer.  

 

The trustees of Playgrounds for Palestine UK 



 

 

 

 

 

Playgrounds for Palestine UK 

   
UK registered charity 1164949   

2020 Accounts   
   

 

Income 
Donations received:  

Individuals - gift aided £21,264.90 
Individuals - match funding £2,500.00 
Individuals - not gift aided £255.62 
All Saints Church, Putney £1,450.00 
St Oswald's Church £3,323.48 
Easy Fundraising £39.36 
Virgin Money Giving  £410.66 
Fitsteps, Buckland £155.00 

 £29,399.02 
Interest £29.15 
HMRC gift aid refunded £521.25 

Total income £29,949.42 
 
Expenditure  
Bank fees (CAF charges, £5 per month) £60.00 
Bank fees for transfers £60.00 
Transfer to Palestine (building playgrounds) £18,785.65 
Website fees £168.00 

Total expenditure £19,073.65 

 

Opening balance £33,499.22 
Net of receipts/(payments) £10,875.77  

£44,374.99 
Represented by  
CAF main account £2,733.82 
CAF gold account £41,641.17 

 £44,374.99 
 

 
  



 

Independent examiner’s report to the trustees of Playgrounds for Palestine UK Charitable Trust 

I report on the accounts of the Trust for the year ended 31 December 2020 which have been provided to me by the 
Trustees. 

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner 

The Charity’s Trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The Charity’s Trustees consider that: 

• an audit is not required for this year under section 144(2) of the Charities Act 2011 (the 2011 Act); and 
• an independent examination is needed. 

It is my responsibility to: 

• examine the accounts under section 145 of the 2011 Act;  
• follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the commission under section 145(5)(b) 

of the 2011 Act; and 
• to state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 

Basis of independent examiner’s report 

My examination was carried out in accordance with the general Directions given by the Charity Commission. 

An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the Charity and a comparison of the accounts 
presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and 
seeking explanations from you as Trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide 
all the evidence that would be required in an audit and consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts 
present a ‘true and fair view’ and the report is limited to those matters set out in the next statement. 

Independent examiner’s statement 

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 

(1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements: 

• to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the 2011 Act; and 
• to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with the accounting 

requirements of the 2011 Act  

have not been met; or 

(2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to 
be reached. 

 

 
 

Name: Claire Trow-Smith   

Relevant professional qualification or body: N/A 

Address: Westbrook, Hampstead Norreys, Berkshire, RG18 0TF 

Date: 3 May 2021 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Playgrounds for Palestine UK 

   
UK registered charity 1164949   

2020 Accounts   
   

 

Income 
Donations received:  

Individuals - gift aided £21,264.90 
Individuals - match funding £2,500.00 
Individuals - not gift aided £255.62 
All Saints Church, Putney £1,450.00 
St Oswald's Church £3,323.48 
Easy Fundraising £39.36 
Virgin Money Giving  £410.66 
Fitsteps, Buckland £155.00 

 £29,399.02 
Interest £29.15 
HMRC gift aid refunded £521.25 

Total income £29,949.42 
 
Expenditure  
Bank fees (CAF charges, £5 per month) £60.00 
Bank fees for transfers £60.00 
Transfer to Palestine (building playgrounds) £18,785.65 
Website fees £168.00 

Total expenditure £19,073.65 

 

Opening balance £33,499.22 
Net of receipts/(payments) £10,875.77  

£44,374.99 
Represented by  
CAF main account £2,733.82 
CAF gold account £41,641.17 

 £44,374.99 
 

 
  



 

Independent examiner’s report to the trustees of Playgrounds for Palestine UK Charitable Trust 

I report on the accounts of the Trust for the year ended 31 December 2020 which have been provided to me by the 
Trustees. 

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner 

The Charity’s Trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The Charity’s Trustees consider that: 

• an audit is not required for this year under section 144(2) of the Charities Act 2011 (the 2011 Act); and 
• an independent examination is needed. 

It is my responsibility to: 

• examine the accounts under section 145 of the 2011 Act;  
• follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the commission under section 145(5)(b) 

of the 2011 Act; and 
• to state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 

Basis of independent examiner’s report 

My examination was carried out in accordance with the general Directions given by the Charity Commission. 

An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the Charity and a comparison of the accounts 
presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and 
seeking explanations from you as Trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide 
all the evidence that would be required in an audit and consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts 
present a ‘true and fair view’ and the report is limited to those matters set out in the next statement. 

Independent examiner’s statement 

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 

(1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements: 

• to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the 2011 Act; and 
• to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with the accounting 

requirements of the 2011 Act  

have not been met; or 

(2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to 
be reached. 

 

 
 

Name: Claire Trow-Smith   

Relevant professional qualification or body: N/A 

Address: Westbrook, Hampstead Norreys, Berkshire, RG18 0TF 

Date: 3 May 2021 
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