
r  r      r   Pa ochial Chu ch Council of the Ecclesiastical Pa ish of
 M  rr   rSt atthew, Pe y Beeches, Bi mingham

r   R r  r r d d  D r T ustees’ Annual epo t fo yea en e 31 ecembe 2021

R r  d d r  refe ence an A minist ative Info mation

 M  r  d  r   d    r r  St atthew’s Chu ch an cent e is situate at the co ne of
dr d  R d  d  rd r  R d    r  rr  r  Al i ge oa an Bi b ook oa , in the G eat Ba a ea of
r .     ddr     M  r  Bi mingham The ofce a ess is: St atthew’s Pa ish Ofce,
rd r  Rd  r   R .Bi b ook , Bi mingham, B44 8 A

r    r     d  r   Th oughout 2021, the pa ish was in vacancy an the e was no
.   R d  r r  r   incumbent The ev T evo Thu ston-Smith has subsequently

 d   d  d d d d been appointe as Incumbent an was Institute an In ucte on
23rd r r  .  rr  r r  ddr  Feb ua y 2022 His cu ent (tempo a y) a ess is:

 rd   r   .  88 Hillingfo Avenue, Pheasey, Bi mingham, B43 7HN

 r  r      d  r r  The Pa ochial Chu ch Council (PCC) is a bo y co po ate (PCC
r  r   r  R r  R  .  powe s measu e 1956, Chu ch ep esentation ules 2020) We

r  r r d    r   r r d  ra e egiste e with the Cha ities Commission, egiste e cha ity
. .no 1164756

rBanke s: r   .Ba clays Bank plc

d d  rIn epen ent Examine : Mr.  r   r   Ch is Lee, Wychbu y Lee, South
 r  d       D.Stafs F eight Buil ing, Lynn Lane, Shenstone, Stafs WS14 OE

 r   r   d r   r  D r    rThe Pa ish is pa t of Han swo th & Cent al eane y, in the Chu ch
 d D   r .of Englan iocese of Bi mingham

   r  r r      rThe PCC is esponsible fo wo king with the Incumbent to p omote
     r   r   the whole mission of the Chu ch - pasto al, evangelistic, social,

d     r   rr  .   d  an ecumenical - in the Pa ish of Pe y Beeches This inclu es the
   r  r    M  d   rlife of the Pa ish Chu ch of St atthew, inclu ing the chu ch
r   r   r    d  rcent e complex comp ising the la ge hall, lounge an family oom,

d r d  d  r  d r r d d  r r d r an g oun s, an the gene al an est icte fun s equi e fo the
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r    r  d  r  d  r     ope ation of the chu ch an cent e, an fo the mission of the
r .Pa ish

M r     r  r   r d  embe s of the PCC a e eithe ex-ofcio o electe annually by
  r  r  M  M   rd  the Annual Pa ochial Chu ch eeting (APC ) in acco ance with
 r  R r  R .   r  d  the Chu ch ep esentation ules The ministe s license to the

r  d r rd  r  r   r   r .Pa ish an chu chwa ens a e membe s by vi tue of thei ofce
D r  d r r  r  d   M d deane y Syno ep esentatives a e electe at the APC an hol

 r r  r .  r r     r  d ofce fo th ee yea s Othe membe s of the PCC a e electe at
 M.     dd  r    d  the APC Up to two a itional membe s can be co-opte by the
.PCC

 r         The membe ship of the PCC in 2021 was as follows:

r rPete Conabee                  Ex ofcio   d  M rLicense Lay iniste
 r  Tim Ba tlett  Ex-ofcio   r rdChu chwa en

                     Janet Cook  Ex-ofcio   r rd . Chu chwa en
R d   o ney Williams               d    Electe  r.Vice-Chai

 Paul Phipps  Ex-ofcio   D r  d R .eane y Syno ep
   John Hope          Ex-ofcio    D r  d R .eane y Syno ep
 rrAnn Ha ison                    Ex-ofcio    D r  d R .eane y Syno ep

                                            r  d r r  r r rPa ish A minist ato & T easu e
                                             r  R  r & Electo al oll ofce

dr  D r  A ian eve ell                 dElecte         r rPCC Sec eta y
d  D rJu ith eve ell                  dElecte       rd  rSafegua ing Ofce
r  rVe a Law ence                 dElecte            

D d dd avi Ga  dElecte
r       Ca olyn Phipps             dElecte

 John Hall                          dElecte
M   atthew Gallon          dElecte

 Susan Kyte  dElecte

r  R  Electo al oll  r   r  r   . In Ap il 2021, the e a e 60 names

 d  d   Usual Sun ay Atten ance D r    d r   u ing 2021 We hel se vices on a
r d  d  d .  r    d d  dF i ay an a Sun ay App oximately 10 people atten e each ay

d    d    d  M r  r  an when we change to a Sun ay o ning Se vice the
d          r datten ance went up to between 25-40 people while the F i ay
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r   d     .    d   se vice went own to about 5 people We also hel phone in
r     d .se vices with between 10-17 atten ing

r   Wo shipping Community, D r     r d  u ing 2021 we have t ie to keep
r  r.     r    rou community togethe The phone in se vices have been ve y

 d     r r  r r d  successful an we have been open fo mo ning p aye Tues ay –
r d      r    r d  d d .F i ay as well as having se vices on a F i ay an Sun ay   We have

  r      r  r  seen some g owth in the size of ou total wo shipping community:
  r  r    d  d  dr     r  rin 2015 the e we e 82 a ults an 19 chil en; in 2016 the e we e

 d  d  dr     r  r   d  d 109 a ults an 20 chil en; in 2017 the e we e 115 a ults an 34
dr    r  r   d  d   dr  d  chil en; in 2018 the e we e 131 a ults an 42 chil en an in

 r  r   d  d  dr .   r d   2019 the e we e 127 a ults an 38 chil en This yea ue to the
d    r r  r  r d     .pan emic many of ou se vices we e fo ce to be by phone in’s

  d  d r r  r r  r  d When we coul we opene fo p ivate p aye in Chu ch an some
 d d r .   d r      dsocially istance se vices So, u ing 2021 we have 130 A ults

d  dr . an 35 chil en

r r  r  d MSt uctu e, Gove nance an anagement

    d  r r     dThe PCC makes all ecisions co po ately, except that the Stan ing
  d d r    d   Committee has elegate powe s to make ecisions between PCC

       r d.meetings, subject to keeping the PCC fully info me
   r  r  r     dThe PCC is esponsible fo all pa ish fnance, its management an
r  d      r r r.   r  cont ol, inclu ing the appointment of the t easu e The wo k of

   r d       the PCC is suppo te by its committees, which meet between full
   .   rmeetings of the PCC These a e:

d  Stan ing Committee     r  r rd– Consisting of the Vica , Chu chwa ens,
r  r r r   r r   r r  d  rPa ish T easu e , Lay Chai pe son, PCC Sec eta y, an one othe

r     d    .     r  membe of the PCC electe by the PCC They have powe to
r         t ansact the business of the PCC between PCC meetings,

r r       r r .epo ting to the full PCC as app op iate

r  d   Fab ic an Finance Committee  d   r– Inclu ing the Pa ish
r r r   r rd   r  r  r  T easu e , the Chu chwa ens, the Vica , othe PCC membe s as

d   r  d   d r r  d rappointe , to ensu e a equate skills an ep esentation an othe
d r   r r  d  d .   rinvite membe s with app op iate knowle ge an skills They a e
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r  r  r d   r r  d r d  responsible fo the p o uction of epo ts an ecommen ations fo
 .the PCC

r  r  rChu ch G owth G oup  d  r    – establishe afte the PCC’s annual
r   . d   r  r r   eview in 2016 Inclu es the Vica , anothe membe of the PCC,

 r  r   M rr  d r d rthe Cle k fo Baptisms & a iages, an othe appointe membe s
 r r  d  d .with app op iate knowle ge an skills

 d Objectives an Activities
M d    r  r     r   rrin ful of its esponsibility fo the mission of the Chu ch in Pe y

 r      r d    rBeeches Pa ish, the PCC seeks to p ovi e a welcoming spi itual
 d  r r  r    r d.  home an community esou ce fo all in the neighbou hoo We

  d r  r   d      .   want to iscove the hea t of Go ’s love with all who seek This is
 r  r       d    dpossible th ough Ch ist, who makes of us his Bo y in Baptism an

r     d  r  r   d  Eucha ist, but whose love an saving g ace a e not limite to the
   r  d  d  .   Mconfnes of the chu ch buil ing an institutional life St atthew’s

r     r     r   r dbea s witness to this th ough its on-site life, whe e the sac e
  d d      dr    space sits si e-by-si e with the hall which aws in many people

r   d r .  f om the wi e community

      d r   r    rThe PCC met on 8 occasions u ing the yea with an ave age
d   atten ance of 12 r  r . membe s pe meeting

M r   d   d dajo points of iscussion have inclu e : 
rr  d    r r r Inte egnum an the appointment of Fathe T evo
rThu ston-Smith:

R  D r r  d d r   r  eviewing COVI est ictions an elive y of chu ch
rse vices:

r  Chu ch Finances: 
r  d d d d  r    r  Othe topics iscusse inclu e the ag eement of new ene gy
r  r  r  d  r   r d r r  cont acts fo the chu ch an hall cove ing the pe io Feb ua y
   2021 to June 2023, ddr  r    a essing va ious maintenance issues
d  r   r r   r  r d  inclu ing ag eement to epai the hall boile following b eak own

d rd  r .an safegua ing matte s

r  d        Whe e o we want to be in 2025?     This was the question that
     d  r  d r  d  came up in the people an places eview an unfo tunately ue to

 d            the pan emic we have not been able to fulfl many of the aims
  d ..          that we wante too We have not as yet been able to employ a
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  r   r  r    r    r rdfull time o ganist but a e g ateful to the se vices of Neil C awfo
  r    d  r r    who plays fo us each week an the choi membe s who help us

   .out with the singing

dr  d  r rChil en an Families Wo ke  :  d R d rd  We appointe osalin Ha y in
r   d     r   Septembe 2020 an she continues to wo k, along with

r    dr      . M  dvoluntee s, with the Chil en in the benefces of St atthew’s an
 d .Lozells an Newtown

r  Chu ch Finances:   d  r  d    DFollowing a ifcult yea ue to the COVI
d  r   r d  d d    pan emic, chu ch fnances emaine quite goo ue to the on-line
r         d    rchu ch giving scheme, but the hall income was own as a esult

 of
d  r r .    d   r  rlock own est ictions This has now picke up with mo e g oups
   r  r . now using the Chu ch Cent e

rr  Inte egnum:
 r    rr  r  r   r rWe we e in an inte egnum f om Novembe 2020 until Feb ua y

.   d d    r   r   r2022 Although we i manage to get P iests to cove all of ou
r  d r        r .  se vices u ing this time it was not without p oblems Some

r    r r d   r  r    p iests especially the eti e ones we e eluctant to come out
  d  d       r .   when the covi pan emic was at some of it’s wo st We

r d  r      r   d  rinte viewe fo a new incumbent in Septembe 2021 an afte
r       d d  r r  .p oblems with housing he was fnally in ucte in Feb ua y 2022

r   d  Befo e the Pan emic, The, d  rSun ay Eucha ist   was at the
r   r r  . d r   d d d   r  hea t of ou Pa ish life An ve y much epen e on the minist y of

r  r  d  R d r   r    Pa ish P iest an Lay ea e , the se ving team, chalice assistants,
r d r  r  d   r .   r  d rea e s, welcome s, an cofee make s Unfo tunately u ing

  r           r d  2021 we we e not able to have any one else on the Alte an it is
 r          ronly ecently that we have been able to welcome cofee make s

d  r   d     r r  d  dan welcome s back an still only have se ve s oing limite
d .   d     d    uties The Sun ay School has been welcome back since July
2021

r r   r  D .  r   d  P aye & Spi itual evelopment Befo e the pan emic a
 r  d r  r d  d  M r  r r small, ve y committe g oup suppo te the aily o ning P aye in

r   r r    r    r d  chu ch, The p aye life of the Pa ish was also en iche by monthly
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    r .    d    d  meetings of the Julian G oup We ha 13 Baptisms an one
r   rconf mation last yea

r   Ou team of  r  Lay Pasto al Assistants r d    sta te to go out visiting
  .again in 2021

     d  r   r   R d r  Paul Phipps is now a value membe of ou Lay ea e team
  r  r       r d r   .along with Pete Conabee who has been a lay ea e at St

M  r  r .atthew’s fo many yea s

   d    d  d r     The council has complie with its uty un e section 5 of the
D r    d    d   d  Mu ing 2021 we manage to have Sun ay School an essy

r  .Chu ch activities

   d    d  d r     The council has complie with its uty un e section 5 of the
rd  d  r  D  M r     dSafegua ing an Cle gy iscipline easu e 2016 to have ue

r rd      d   rd  drega to House of Bishop’s gui ance on safegua ing chil en
d r  d .an vulne able a ults

     .  M   r    d rThanks to the people of St atthew’s we we e able to elive
rd   r d r      r .Ca s at Easte an Ch istmas to all of the pa ish

     d  r  r    In 2021 because of the pan emic the e we e 13 Baptisms. (In
  . .   r     r  2020, 2 baptisms ) The ofe of Baptism in a sepa ate, Baptism-

 r    r d  .only se vice, has been app eciate by families
M  ost rfune als    rr  rr  r r .    take place at Pe y Ba C emato ium In 2021 1

r     r .    r  r  d dFune al took place in chu ch In 2020 the Pa ish P iest con ucte
 r    d  dd   .  d d  17 fune als in total an 1 we ing took place We i manage to

  r  r       r d have a Ch istmas Fay e in 2021 which was most app eciate by
    r . the people of the pa ish

r r d     r d   d    rOu F i ay café has not eopene since the pan emic, but we a e
    r    . hoping that we can sta t something up again

 d d   d   r  d  r  MWe ha lock own online fun ing to aise fun s fo St atthew’s
 r r   d    d d     own egula expenses an although we i not have a lent

r   d d     r  r  r r  rofe ing, we i have online giving fo ou qua te ly cha ity
   d r   M dd  .collections to USPG an Emb ace the i le East
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r  r    Chu ch Fab ic r  r d   d  r  d  M rr  Ou g a e 2 liste chu ch buil ing ( u ay &
M r   r d    r r d   ragui e, 1964) p ovi es an exceptionally use -f ien ly space fo

r r d r .  p aye an wo ship

r   r rr  d rdChu ch cleaning, fowe a anging, an ga ening r  rr da e ca ie
  r .   r   r       out by voluntee s The Pa ish is ve y conscious of the value of all
 r r    d d  r  d .the voluntee hou s that we epen on eve y ay

r r   r  r    Pa tne ship with othe Ch istians  M  rSt atthew’s pa ticipates
      D  d D r .  r r   fully in the life of the iocese an eane y Ou Pa ish enjoys a

r d  r  r r    r  r   f ien ly info mal pa tne ship with the neighbou ing Pa ish of St
 rr  rr.   r     d  John, Pe y Ba The e is also an establishe ecumenical

r     r  d rr  elationship with Beeches Evangelical Chu ch an Pe y Beeches
 r     r  d  Baptist Chu ch, with occasional joint se vices an pulpit

.    r  r  exchanges We also sha e ou dr  d  r rChil en an Families Wo ke  with
 the     .Benefces of Lozells & Newtown

 R  Financial eview
  r  r        2020 fnancial eview efects the last 12 months when we have
  d  d r r d .been in lock owns an est icte movements

 r    M r  r    r d r r  r rWe ely on St a tin’s T ust to pay ou a minist ato , ou o ganist,
d r dr  d  r r.an ou Chil en an Families wo ke
.  M  r r  r  M  d r   M ddSt atthew’s egula cha ities, alawi an Emb ace the i le

    r d  r r  r  East have still been suppo te this yea th ough ou online giving
   r d d  r .  r   dscheme, albeit with e uce cont ibution Ou common fun
       r   rpayment in 2021 was £23,600 (some £1,778 sho t of ou

r d      d     d  equeste total of £25,378) This woul have been met ha we
    r  r  r   rbeen able to have ou usual Ch istmas Fai which usually aises

r  .app oximately £3,000

  d   r   r r  d rWe must acknowle ge the gene osity of ou cong egation u ing
 d      r    r   the pan emic as many of them cont ibute to the Chu ch via the

r    d  rd r  d  Pa ish Giving scheme, stan ing o e s an envelope
r      d   rcont ibutions, as well as plate/bucket onations when se vices

r  d  r .we e allowe in Chu ch
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 r    r r d     r  d   dHall hi e was hit athe ba ly in 2020, as g oups ha to shut own
d r   d  d  d      ru ing the lock owns an coul only meet when they we e

d  d  . allowe to o so
 .     r r   r r    Hopefully 2021 We will see a etu n to ou g oups using the hall

 d    r    .  again an this will boost ou hall income once again

r  rd  R rChu ch wa ens ema ks

 d    d  r.   r  r d   2021 continue to be a ifcult yea The Chu ch emaine open, even
d r   d    r d  d  d  r    u ing the lock owns, on a F i ay an a Sun ay afte noon changing back to

d  r   .       d r  r    Sun ay mo ning in July It is thanks to the many ife ent P iest that came
d r d d  r r    r      r r .an p esi e at ou se vices that we we e able to be open fo se vices

 d  r       r  We continue to su vive fnancially mainly because of people cont ibuting
  r   to the Pa ish giving scheme

   r  d    d   r  d r   The Phone in se vices continue but, in a bi , to t y an encou age people
   r   r    d    d    d r   to come to Chu ch in pe son we went own to one ay a week u ing the

r r   .latte pa t of 2021

 r  r  d         The Pa ish newslette was emaile to 42 people weekly to let them know
     r  d r .what was happening in the Chu ch an cent e

 r    d   r d  r   r   The Chu ch was open Tues ay – F i ay f om 10am-11am fo people to come
r r  r rfo p ivate p aye

 d   r d   d M  r   r  r d d rThe Sun ay School eopene in July an essy Chu ch also e sta te u ing
 r.the yea
 d  d r rd   r     r   r d We manage to elive ca s to eve y house in the Pa ish at Easte an
r .Ch istmas
r  r      r       The e a e still challenges to be ove come with getting people back into
r .   r r d    r     d   Chu ch With p aye an the help of ou new incumbent it is hope that we
 r  can ove come this

Vicar’s Report 2021
Preparing a report for a meeting held in April or May that relates 
back to the previous calendar year always feels a little strange 
as so many of the events and activities referred to took place 
over a year ago. Preparing this particular report feels even more 
strange as I wasn’t in post during the year in question. 
Nevertheless, there are things of which I’m aware on which I 
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would like to comment; and in any event, I believe that this 
report and the APCM should also be taken as an opportunity to 
look forward as well as backwards.
First and foremost, I would like to re-iterate my sincere thanks to
everyone who helped in any way to keep things ‘ticking over’ in 
the parish during the interregnum, especially in view of the 
added challenge of Covid-19 and the resulting ‘Lockdown’. 
Special thanks are due to our Churchwardens, Janet and Tim 
who bore a particular burden. The fact that I have found it 
relatively easy to ‘pick up the reins’ is a tribute to their hard 
work and organisational skills.  
Thanks are also due to St Martin’s Trust, who, as our Patrons, 
oversaw the recruitment process as well as continuing to 
support the life and work of the parish fnancially. 
I’m also grateful to those who played any part in the 
‘Familiarisation Day’ that was held on Saturday 4th September 
for those of us who had been shortlisted for interview as your 
potential new Vicar. I know that all the candidates found the day 
extremely helpful and informative, and it certainly helped to re-
enforce my already strong sense that this would be an exciting 
place to minister amongst some wonderful people. 
Having attended the interview on Thursday 9th September, I was 
delighted to hear that I was to be ofered the post, subject to all 
the usual administrative checks and processes. These 
administrative cogs often turn painfully slowly, and that was 
certainly true in this case. My appointment was ofcially 
announced early in November, but it wasn’t until Wednesday 
23rd February 2022 that I was fnally installed and inducted.
This delay was due in part to the fact that we were unable to 
gain possession of the Vicarage, and alternative temporary 
accommodation had to be sought and agreed. It was fortunate 
that a vacant Vicarage was eventually identifed only a mile and 
a half away from St Matthew’s (albeit over the diocesan border) 
and that the Diocese of Lichfeld kindly agreed to rent it to the 
Birmingham Diocese. This situation, however, is not ideal, not 
least because it means that your Vicar lives outside the parish 
and is therefore not always as visible or present as he would 
like, and it potentially involves the considerable stress and 
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upheaval of another move.  It is to be hoped that this matter can
be properly and fully resolved for the beneft of all concerned 
over the coming months. 
When I frst read the Parish Profle last August, I sensed that St 
Matthew’s would be a warm, vibrant and faithful Church 
community. Two months into the job, I’m delighted to say that 
that perception, however it was arrived at, is proving to be 
correct. We do, of course, have many challenges to face. In 
common with many other parishes, we need to do a certain 
amount of rebuilding of our congregation and our fnances, 
following the major disruption caused by Covid.  As well as 
exploring how best we can develop our mission to the local 
community - including its families and young people - we also 
need to look at how we can nurture regular worshippers and 
newcomers alike in the faith in order to grow both spiritually and
numerically. We must also explore our ecumenical relationships 
and potential partnerships with other agencies. We are blessed 
with a remarkable set of buildings, and this, coupled with the 
very positive energy that I see at work here, will, I am sure, 
stand us in good stead.  
Finally, it’s good that we are to be joined in the summer by a 
Curate. Tom Ruston, who is currently studying at Westcott 
House, Cambridge, will, God willing, be ordained Deacon on 25th 
June and will then join the ministry team here. Tom will bring 
many gifts and skills, and I know that he will receive a very 
warm welcome.  I look forward to working with Tom and, of 
course, continuing to work with all our existing team members 
for whose ministry and support I am very grateful.  
The last year hasn’t been an easy one for any of us, and there is 
much work to be done. I for one, however, am confdent that 
God has good things in store for us, and as I continue to get to 
know you all, I look forward to working with you in discerning 
God’s plan for us and moving into the future to which he calls 
us. 
Fr Trevor        
   

 Page 10






















































