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Hemel Hempstead Methodist Church (HHMC) exists to worship God, as we grow in 
faith, fellowship and love for one another, to seek to serve God and the community, 
and through our lives and witness, help people to come to a deeper knowledge of 
Jesus Christ. 

HHMC is a member of the West Hertfordshire and Borders Methodist Circuit and 
therefore part of the Methodist Church of Great Britain. The Trustees are Managing 
Trustees of the church building at 270 Northridge Way, Hemel Hempstead HP1 2AU 
which was completed and opened in 2015.  All Trustees are members of HHMC and 
are either elected by the Annual General Meeting in April or May of each year  or 
appointed to a specific role by the Church Council.  The Trustees are listed 
elsewhere on the Charity Commission website.   

Accounts for the year 2022-23 will be attached to the report when it is submitted to 
the Charity Commission.  The accounts show a deficit of just under £16,000.  This is 
because income from the Gift Aid claim for the year 2022-3 was not received until 
September 2023 and also because there were major repairs in the church building to 
the church lift and to the rainwater gathering system. Giving to the church was also 
lower than before the pandemic and church members have been asked to prayerfully 
consider this. 

HHMC had 77 members at end of the year (31st August 2023) plus a considerably 
larger ‘pastoral list’ of people associated with the church but not formally members.  
The number of members was lower compared to the previous year due mainly to the 
death of older members, but HHMC has welcomed new members during the year. 

A service of worship is held in the church building every Sunday morning and is live 
streamed online on Facebook and a recording is uploaded to YouTube after the 
service each week.  Additional services are held in the afternoons and the majority of 
these are not live streamed or recorded. Messy Church is held in the afternoon once 
a month, is aimed particularly at families with children and is our main focus for work 
with children.  Other afternoon services include a Songs of Praise service 
approximately once a quarter, the Christmas Carol Service, and the annual Memorial 
Service for those who have lost loved ones.  

Weekly mailings to everyone in the church have continued by email where possible 
and by post to those not on email.  The mailings include a weekly notices sheet, an 
HHMC newsletter once every 6 weeks, plus an occasional newsletter from the local 
Methodist Circuit.  A written version of the service is sent every week to those who 
have requested it, to enable the housebound without online access to share in the 
worship. 

Following on from a Church Mission Day in March 2022, there have been occasional 
meetings on a Saturday morning, open to all, in which people gather to discuss ideas 
for the future mission of the church. 

A new venture during this year was Community Coffee which was started in 
November 2022 and set up be a ‘Warm Space’ for use by the Church and local 
communities. The venue is one of the meeting rooms, which has been converted to 



a lounge with comfortable seating and soft lighting.  In each 2½ hour session, hot 
and cold drinks and biscuits are offered to all visitors together with conversation, and 
other activities, including jigsaw puzzles which are popular. Community Coffee 
started with 3 sessions per week and changed to 2 sessions per week during the 
summer.  

Coffee mornings in the church hall restarted in September 2022 and are now held 
monthly on Saturday mornings. Funds are raised for charities chosen by the 
members organising the event and attendees have been very generous in donating 
to these charities and also to special appeals held from time to time often in 
response to world events. 

HHMC organises various other activities in the building, open to members and others 
alike, as follows: 

• Community Lunch is held once a fortnight and provides a good home cooked 
meal and company in a warm building.  There is no fixed cost, attendees are 
told they can pay what they can or nothing at all.   

• Dinner Church is a relaxed social gathering aimed at those who might not fit 
into traditional church and attracts younger adults.  It meets approximately 
once a month on Sunday evenings and undertakes a range of activities all of 
them including food. 

• Lent Lectures were a series of lectures from different speakers held weekly 
during Lent.  This year the theme was prayer  

• Oyster Club is a Christian social club for adults held on Thursday mornings, 
providing talks, services of worship and other activities. 

• Thursday Fellowship meets weekly for fellowship, Bible study and prayer. 

There were three fellowship groups which met offsite.  Wednesday Fellowship and 
Reflection meets twice a month and were meeting in members’ homes during 2022-
3.  A Wednesday house group meets once a month. A Wednesday Bible Study 
group meets jointly on Zoom with another local Methodist Church  

HHMC also sponsors a Guide Company, Brownie Pack and Rainbows, who meet in 
the building during school term time. 

When not required for HHMC activities, the building is made available for local 
community groups and others to use in return for a fee designed to cover a due 
proportion of related costs. Several organisations related to health and wellbeing 
have used the building in this way. 

Members of HHMC have volunteered in various activities in the local community.  
• A team from HHMC provided a Christian assembly at a local primary school 

approximately once per month in term time using the Open the Book 
materials supplied by the Bible Society.  

• One member from HHMC serves as a Street Pastor and is supported by 
prayer partners from HHMC. 

• Members from HHMC volunteer at the Liberty Tea Rooms and Community 
Hub, which provide a meeting place and services for anyone in the local 
community needing help in a time of need. 

• HHMC supports DENS, the local charity for the homeless, through donations 
to their Foodbank, and other activities.  
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