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Chairmans Report 31.08.2024

The object of Raans Gymnastics Club is the promotion of community 
participation in healthy recreation. We achieve this by providing facilities 
and instruction of gymnastics and related activities. Raans Gymnastics 
Club has achieved its purpose in the promotion of the sport within the 
community. The main participants are principally children of school age. In
addition to providing coaching and instruction of gymnastics, the club also
trains and develops coaches and is therefore an employer of young 
people.         

  Whilst there is at present insufficient demand to offer classes to adults, 
the charity does not have a coach qualified to run a disability gymnastics 
session, the potential for including these participants is kept under 
periodic review.

  The charity pays its own costs to carry out its work.

 Raans Gymnastics Club has relaunched itself after the issues of COVID 
and moved to a new venue. This has obviously had an impact on the 
club's financial position which is finely balanced. The current economic 
issues affecting everyone will no doubt still add cause for further concern. 
Raans is now competing with smaller privately run clubs for gymnasts. 
These clubs operate in smaller cheaper venues focusing on very young 
children, which obviously has an impact on the Raans business model. It 
was hoped that Raans may benefit as these gymnasts mature, attracted 
to our club for our better facilities. Unfortunately, this has not generally 
proved to be the case as young people drop out of the sport. However, 
with the ongoing enthusiasm of our staff and the support of our customers
we hope to overcome these issues.

Our staff includes a Gym Manager, a Club Secretary & our coaches are 
employed on a zero hours basis. Many are restricted on the hours they 
can work due to their age. All our coaching staff (of required age) have 
been DBS checked; our equipment was upgraded when the club changed 
venue. While the gymnastics coaching is provided by employees of the 
charity, the Safeguarding activity and some of the administration is 
carried out by volunteers.

Raans continues to offer a good and safe environment for children and 
young people from the local community to develop their gymnastics skills 
and abilities. We are also an employer of young people as they progress 
from gymnast to coach. The club offers coaching to both boys and girls 
but, most gymnasts are currently girls. One of the clubs main aims is to 
try to build up the boys numbers within the club.

Raans Trustees have agreed and signed off the accounts

Robert Hirst, 



Chairmans Report, for the year ended 31 August 2022 

The object of Raans Gymnastics Club is the promotion of community 
participation in healthy recreation. In particular by the provision of facilities and 
instruction of gymnastics and related activities. Raans Gymnastics Club has 
achieved its purpose of the promotion of community participation with 
principally school aged children. 

Whilst there is at present insufficient demand to offer classes to adults and 
the charity does not have a coach qualified to run a disability gymnastics 
session, the potential for including these participants is kept under periodic 
review. 

The charity pays its own costs to carry out its work. 

Raans Gymnastics Club has relaunched itself after the issues of COVID and moved 
to a new venue. This has obviously had an impact on the clubs financial position 
which is finely balanced. The current economic issues affecting everyone will no 
doubt still add cause for further concern. However, with the ongoing enthusiasm of 
our staff and the support of our customers, this year we have seen our numbers 
increase. 

The staff consist of a Director of Gymnastics, who is employed as a 
consultant and carries out work on behalf of other clubs and organisations. A 
Gym Manager, a Club Secretary & our coaches are employed on a zero hours 
basis. Many are restricted on the hours they can work due to their age. All of 
our coaching staff (of required age) have been DBS checked and our 
equipment has recently been upgraded when the club changed venue. While 
the gymnastics coaching is provided by employees of the charity, the 
Safeguarding activity and some of the administration is carried out by 
volunteers. 

Raans continues to offer a good and safe environment for children and 
young people from the local community to develop their gymnastics skills and 
abilities. We are also an employer of young people as they progress from 
gymnast to coach. The club offers coaching to both boys and girls. However, 
the majority of our gymnasts are currently girls. This is partly due to the lack 
of qualified coaches in the industry, this then impacts on coach retention, 
something our principle employees are striving to address. 

Overall, we as a club are feeling much more optimistic. 

 

Robert Hirst, Chairman 
Chairman

Independent Examiners Report, for the year ended 31 
August 2024

 I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the 
RAANS Gymnastics Club (the trust) for the year ended 31 August 
2024.

Responsibilities and basis of report

 As the charity trustees of the Trust, you are responsible for the 
preparation of the accounts in accordance with the requirements 
of the Charities Act 2011 (the Act).

I report in respect of my examination of the Trust’s accounts 
carried out under section 145 of the 2011 Act and in carrying out 
my examination I have followed all the application directions 
given by the Charity Commission under section 145 (5)(b) of the 
Act.

Independent Examiners Statement

I have completed my examination.  I can confirm the no material 
matters have come to my attention in connection with the 
examination giving me cause to believe that in any material 
respect:

1. Accounting records were not kept in respect of the Trust as 
required by section 130 of the Act: or

2. The accounts do not accord with those records or
3. The accounts do not comply with the applicable 

requirements concerning the form and content of accounts 
set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 
2008 other than any requirement that the accounts give a 
‘true and fair view’ which is not a matter considered part of 
an independent examination.

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in 
connection with the examination to which attention should be 



drawn in this report in order to enable proper understanding of 
the accounts to be reached.

 

Elizabeth Anne Russell (ACMA) 

Parabadu Design Ltd, Chouans Barn, Hawridge Lane, Bellingdon, HP5 2XX




































