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Trustees’ Annual Report for the period 

From 01/01/2024 	 	                   Period start date   To 31/12/2024	                                 
Period end date 

Charity name:  Charlesworth Independent  Chapel  

Charity registration number: 1164434 

Objectives and Activities 

SORP reference

Summary of the purposes of 
the charity as set out in its 
governing document

Para 1.17 The advancement of the Christian 
religion as set out in the Bible.  
The advancement of education.  
The prevention or relief of suffering, 
poverty and distress.  
Such other purposes as are exclusively 
charitable in accordance with the laws of 
England and Wales as the trustees may 
from time to time decide

Summary of the main 
activities in relation to those 
purposes for the public 
benefit, in particular, the 
activities, projects or 
services identified in the 
accounts.

Para 1.17 and 
1.19

On Sunday mornings we have preached through 
the following series: “The Holy Spirit in Luke”, 
Numbers, and 1 John.  In addition we have had a 
number of one-off sermons. We have seen the 
addition of a monthly evening service (replacing 
the monthly afternoon Lord’s Supper service), a 
monthly Gospel Service in Gamesley, and ‘Seeds 
of Faith’: a toddler Bible study for children aged 
0-4 years.  

Lunchtime Bible Club has continued weekly in 
Charlesworth School.  

During 2024, our monthly outreach in Norfolk 
Square on Thursday and Saturday has 
continued. 

We engaged in monthly outreach in Gamesley, 
handing out literature, delivering leaflets and 
knocking on doors ahead of us hosting a country 
and gospel evangelistic evening with Michael 
Ramplin.  
Weekly prayer meetings have continued on 
Thursday mornings and Wednesday evenings.   
We continue to meet at 9:45am weekly to pray 
before the morning service. 

We held 3 weeks of prayer this year in January, 
April and November; and days of prayer and 
fasting in February and December. 

In 2024 we have had 4 funeral services, 4 
graveside services, 5 burials, 2 burial of ashes, 
no scattering of ashes and no weddings.



Additional information (optional) 
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 

Achievements and Performance 

Statement confirming 
whether the trustees have 
had regard to the guidance 
issued by the Charity 
Commission on public 
benefit

Para 1.18  The trustees have had regard to the 
guidance issued by the charity commission 
on public benefit

SORP reference

Policy on grant making 
Para 1.38

Policy on social investment 
including program related 
investment 

Para 1.38

Contribution made by 
volunteers 

Para 1.38

With the exception of the lead elder who is 
a paid employee work done by the Charity 
is carried out by volunteers. Without those 
volunteers the Charity could not function 
effectively.

Other 

SORP reference

Summary of the main 
achievements of the charity, 
identifying the difference the 
charity’s work has made to 
the circumstances of its 
beneficiaries and any wider 
benefits to society as a 
whole.

Para 1.20



Additional information (optional) 
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 

Achievements against 
objectives set 

Para 1.41 

Performance of fundraising 
activities against objectives 
set 

Para 1.41

Investment performance 
against objectives 

Para 1.41

Other 



Financial Review 

Additional information (optional) 
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 

Review of the charity’s 
financial position at the end 
of the period

Para 1.21 Although expenditure exceeded income the 
financial position, as shown by the 
accounts, was satisfactory.

Statement explaining the 
policy for holding reserves 
stating why they are held

Para 1.22 A reserves fund and a contingency fund are 
regarded as appropriate to cushion the cost  
of major projects or emergencies

Amount of reserves held Para 1.22 £90,000

Reasons for holding zero 
reserves

Para 1.22

Details of fund materially in 
deficit

Para 1.24

Explanation of any 
uncertainties about the 
charity continuing as a going 
concern

Para 1.23

The charity’s principal 
sources of funds (including 
any fundraising)  

Para 1.47

Investment policy and 
objectives including any 
social investment policy 
adopted 

Para 1.46

A description of the principal 
risks facing the charity  

Para 1.46

Other 
The Charity continues to give away no less 
than 10% of its income. This year recipients 
include Barnabas Aid, Christian Institute, 
Farming Christian Link, image, International 
Mission to Jewish People, Manchester City 
Mission



Structure, Governance and Management 

Additional information (optional) 
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 

Reference and Administrative details 

Description of charity’s 
trusts:Type of governing document  
(trust deed, royal charter)

Para 1.25 Constitution

How is the charity 
constituted?  
(e.g unincorporated 
association, CIO)

Para 1.25 CIO

Trustee selection methods 
including details of any 
constitutional provisions e.g. 
election to post or name of 
any person or body entitled 
to appoint one or more 
trustees

Para 1.25 Trustees are appointed by the members in 
general meeting

Policies and procedures 
adopted for the induction 
and training of trustees 

Para 1.51

The charity’s organisational 
structure and any wider 
network with which the 
charity works 

Para 1.51

Relationship with any related 
parties 

Para 1.51

Other 

Charity name Charlesworth Independent Chapel

Other name the charity uses Top Chapel

Registered charity number 1164434

Charity’s principal address Top Chapel, Chapel Brow, Monks Road, Charlesworth, 
Glossop, SK13 5HH





Corporate trustees – names of the directors at the date the report was approved 

Name of trustees holding title to property belonging to the charity 

Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity

Trustee name Office (if any) Dates acted if not for 
whole year

Name of person (or body) 
entitled to appoint trustee 
(if any)

1 Michael 
Copestake 

2 Phillip 
Pennington

3 Andrew Wood

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

Director name



Trustee name Dates acted if not for whole year



Funds held as custodian trustees on behalf of others 

Additional information (optional) 

Exemptions from disclosure 

Reason for non-disclosure of key personnel details 

Other optional information 

Description of the assets 
held in this capacity 

Name and objects of the 
charity on whose behalf the 
assets are held and how this 
falls within the custodian 
charity’s objects 

Details of arrangements for 
safe custody and 
segregation of such assets 
from the charity’s own assets 

          Names and addresses of advisers (Optional information)

Type of 
adviser

Name Address

Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (Optional 
information)



Declarations 

               The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above.  

              Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees

Signature(s)

Full name(s) Michael John Copestake

    Position (eg 
Secretary, Chair, etc)

Trustee/Secretary

Date 3 June 2025
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