CPRE Hampshire the
countryside charity
Annual Report

Year ended 31 December 2024

Registered charity
number 1164410

B The countryside charity
Hampshire




o dhe N T e

Ar o1\

CPRE Hampshire,
the countryside charity

An Introduction
Our charity works to:

+ Support communities to have their say on
developments and changes in Hampshire.

« Promote the benefit of the countryside to
everyone, wherever they live.

« Work with local and national government,
and other organisations to promote
planning policies that make the best use
of land.

« Raise awareness of the Hampshire
countryside as a vital space for health and
wellbeing.

« Encourage care of our fields and
hedgerows to help protect landscapes
and wildlife.

» Call for homes that local people can afford
to be built in the right places across the
country.

+ Celebrate and support businesses that
give back to the Hampshire countryside.

« Promote renewable energy that doesn't
damage the Hampshire countryside or
wider environment.

CPRE Hampshire Business Plan

Our Business Plan is regularly reviewed by the
Board of Trustees and sets out the priorities for
the year ahead.

The key priorities in our Business Plan are;

1. Our Planning Work which is carried out by
our District Groups and Planning Policy
Group

2. Our Project work which is overseen by a
small team of core staff and delivers funded
projects to protect or enhance the
Hampshire Countryside,

3. Our marketing and Comms activity to aid
delivery of our key priorities.

The key challenges facing CPRE Hampshire
continue to be a falling membership base (1,000
members pre pandemic 850 by Dec 2024),
limited financial resource base and a small staff
team. We needed to focus on how to make the
most of this limited resource to maximize our
impact.

Photo shows our Magnificient Mead

volunteers making hay by hand. Photo by
Rachel Remnant




Strategic Priority 1
Planning

Our planning work is carried out by district
groups and coordinated by our Planning Policy
Group (PPG).

Planning work operates on three levels:

1.Working with Local Planning Authorities on
Hampshire Planning issues e.g. Local Plan
reviews

2.Supporting National CPRE e.g. Strategic
Landuse Framework

3.Strategic Campaigns e.g. water and rooftop
renewables campaign

Working with Local Planning Authorities on
Hampshire Planning issues

Locally we have sought to influence Local Plan
Policies to conserve and enhance the Hampshire
Countryside.

We have submitted substantial responses to:

« Hampshire Waste & Minerals Plan.

+ Basingstoke & Deane Reg 18 Local Plan
Review

« East Hampshire Reg 18 Local Plan Review

« Test Valley Reg 18 Local Plan Review.

« We are also working on responses for the
New Forest National Park and New Forest
District Council Local Plans and the South
Downs National Park.

In addition, our local district groups have kept a
watching brief on local planning applications and
submitted over 50 responses to individual
applications. We continue to promote the
concept of Valued Landscapes to provide
protection for high-quality countryside that is
not nationally designated and to develop mode|
policies for the use of our volunteers and others
when commenting upon draft Local Plans.

Our water focus group continues to work with
other interested partner groups to
» monitor and try to reduce levels of pollution
in our precious Hampshire chalk streams
most notably the River Test but also the
ltchen and Lodden
« monitor Southern Water's proposals for the
Hampshire Water Transfer and recycling
project, including responding to various
consultations on this




Local Planning,
continued

We monitor on a regular basis the Nationally
Significant Infrastructure Projects that affect
Hampshire, again responding to applications
and consultations relating to these.

Examples would be the electrical
Interconnector proposed to bring electricity via
under the sea cables from France to the UK,
and the proposed Energy Recovery Plant on the
A31 outside of Alton.

We sit on, and provide input into, the
Hampshire Environmental Land Management
(ELMS) Board.

We monitor the Hampshire County Councll
proposals for their Nature Recovery Networks
and our aviation expert has continued to
regularly sit on the advisory board for and
monitors proposals to expand the airspace at
Farnborough Airport.

Engaging Local
Candidates and
New Representatives

In response to the General Election in 2024
CPREH prepared an election manifesto which

was sent to all prospective’local candidates
prior to the general election in July and then
follow up meetings held with a number of

new MPs and councillors.

Key Planning Activity in 2024
CPRE Hampshire has been a consultee
on a number of government led national

planning consultations such for example:

. the National Planning Policy
framework

. consultation on use of brownfield
land

. permitted development rights

Supporting National CPRE with Strategic
Campaigns

We work with the CPRE National Team where
we have developed specific expertise that is
useful to them for example on affordable
housing and nationally imposed housing targets.




Strategic Priority 2
Projects

Our project work is carried out by a small team
of dedicated staff with specialist knowledge in
project areas.

Magnificent Meadows Project

In April 2024 we launched a new project to
restore chalk meadows at Bar End in
Winchester, We worked with local ecologist,
Rachel Remnant from Land Lore consulting to
organise training for local people to learn
traditional meadow management technigues,
including scything, making hay by hand, raking
and box bailing hay to feed the local allotment
sheep.

Protected Landscapes

2024 was the 75th anniversary of the National
Parks and Access to the Countryside Act.
Hampshire has 38% of its’ land designated as
Protected Landscapes, with 2 National Parks and
three National Landscapes within its boundaries.
We marked this occasion with a talk at our AGM
and a special edition of Hampshire Views on
Protected Landscapes.

Key Projects in 2024
We identified five project areas in our
Business Plan. These were;

Meadows
Protected Landscapes
Rooftop Renewables
. Hedgerows
-« Hampshire Countryside Awards

Rooftop Renewables

We have worked with CPRE Sussex and the
University of Southampton to develop an online
map which shows the operational and pending
solar farms across Hampshire. This is accessible
via our rooftop renewable web page.

With funding support from The New Things Fund
from the Centre for the South, we have been
working with researchers from the Energy &
Climate Change team at the University to
demonstrate the potential of rooftop solar
across Hampshire & Sussex.

In June 2024 we held an conference with
Southampton University attended by over 50
delegates, following the conference on the 10th
Oct we held an online launch of our online map
and policy brief to promote the rooftop
renewable campaign across Hampshire &
Sussex.




The Hampshire Hedge Project

In 2024 we were into the second year of our
Hampshire Hedge project with an ambitious
target to create a green corridor of hedgerows
between the South Downs and New Forest
National Parks.

We have secured funding from: CPRE
Hedgerows Project, The Linbury Trust, The
National Lottery Heritage Fund, the Big Give,
Hampshire County Council, The Tree Council
and Spurgin Trust for the second year of the
project. We also received donations in Kind in
the form of hedging plants, trees, guards and
stakes from The Trees for the South Downs,

Hampshire Forest Partnership and Tree Council.

Our full-time project officer, Ellie Banks, who
started in July 2023, was joined by Yolande
Lomas, who Joined CPRE Hampshire for a 6-
month hedgerow assistant role which ends in
March 2025.

A full report for Year 1 was prepared and sent
to funders and we are well on target in Year 2
to deliver on our targets.

A steering group with partners from the two
National Parks, Sparsholt College, Tree Council,
Winchester City Council and Test Valley Council
meets regularly to support the project.

Hampshire Hedge
key targets

5,000 meters of new hedgerow planted
across 8 sites

0.5miles of hedgerow restored.

18 training events held to teach people

traditional hedge laying skills.

3 x 5-month hedge laying traineeships
funded Community

established to support local projects.
Engagement with local colleges and
school has resulted in 100s of young
people being engaged with the project.

Countryside Award winners and funders 2024

Hampshire Countryside Awards 2024

With funding support from Hastoe Housing,
Vitacress and Terrafirma we ran a successful
Countryside Awards in 2024. Launched in May at
the AGM the awards attracted 24 entries over 4
categories.

The winners of each category had a special
promotional video made for their project. These
were shown at our Awards ceremony in
December.

The Hampshire Choice Award went to the
Blacknest Fields project in the South Downs
National Park.




Governance
and Staffing

In 2024 two new Trustees joined the CPRE
Hampshire Board, Ben Goodhall (Treasurer)
and David Rigby:.

Our Operations Manager, Alison Talbot,
continues to lead the small team which are
based at Sparsholt College.

Our Finance Officer Is Jo Wyatt, who continues
to keep our finances on track.

Repecca Simpson our Comms Officer works
for us on a freelance basis one day per week,
We have also been using the services of a
freelance planning consultant to help with our
responses to Local Plan reviews..

Our Hedgerow Project Officer, Ellie Banks, has
continued to lead on the Hampshire Hedge
project and was joined in October by Yolande
Lomas who has worked as the hedgerow
assistant role attached to the Hampshire Hedge
project between October and March.

We have had numerous students come and
volunteer on part time, time limited projects,
bringing new ideas, energy and enthusiasm to
the team. We have a regular ‘office day’ on
Tuesdays in our office on the Sparsholt college
campus.

CPRE Staff team and volunteers at the New Forest Show 2024,

Marketing and
Communications

Our BI -Annual Hampshire Views magazine
continues to be a key means of communicating
with our membership. We have now got the
capability to produce it in house and have
introduced a new look to the magazine.

In addition, we produce e newsletter updates
on our work to members, in 2024 we have
produced four hedgerow specials and a
countryside awards edition and Parish Council
special e- newsletter.

We also regularly post on our Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram account.

PR success has been focussed on the
Hampshire Hedge project, with coverage on
BBC South Today , and the Countryside
Awards, with coverage in Hampshire Life
magazine.

The team at Southampton University Climate
Change Division with Paul Steedman ( CPRE
Sussex) and Alison Talbot (CPRE Hampshire) at
the rooftop solar conference |




We are CPRE The
Countryside Charity

CPRE is the countryside charity that campaigns
to promote, enhance and protect the
countryside for everyone's benefit, wherever
they live; today and for generations to come.

With a local CPRE in every county, we work with
communities, businesses and government to find
positive and lasting ways 10 help the countryside
thrive.

What we do
« We connect people with the countryside so
that everyone can benefit from and value it.
« We promote rural life to ensure the
countryside and its communities can thrive.
« We empower communities to improve and
protect their local environment.

Through all our work we look at the role of our
countryside in tackling the climate emergency,
including seeking ways to increase resilience
and reduce impact.

Visit our website
cprehampshire.org.uk

Email: admin@cprehampshire.org.uk
Registered charity number: 1164410

Our Address:

CPRE Hampshire

c/o Sparsholt College Hampshire
Westley Lane

Sparsholt

Winchester
Hants

S0O21 2NF

Tel: 01962 797312




Campaign to Protect Rural England Hampshire Branch CIO

2 Statement of Financial Activities for the Year Ended December 31st 2024

Unrestricted Restricted  Total
Funds Funds 2024 2023
Note £ £ £ £
Incoming Resources
Membership Subscriptions 35,343 35,343 30,370
Fund Raising and Events 1,055 1,055 697
Donations 3,436 3,436 3,160
Trusts and Corporate 9,000 146,524 155,524 88,686
Investment Income 3,608 3,608 3,331
District Groups 223 223 3,089
Total Incoming Resources 3 52,665 146,524 199,189 129,333
Expenditure
Staff Costs 49,358 51,204 100,562 71,395
Administration Costs 8,125 8,125 11.035
Other 10,393 76,214 86,607 46,905
Total Resources Expended 4 67,875 127,418 195,294 129,335
Gains/(Losses) on investment Asset 1,529 1,529 (140)
Net Movement of Funds - 13,681 19,106 5,424 142
Opening Fund Balance 95,423 2,193 97,618 97,760
Closing Fund Balance 81,742 21,299 103,042 97,618
2024 2023
Unrestricted Restricted  Total Total
£ £ £ £
3 Incoming Resources
Membership Subscriptions 35,343 35,343 30,370
District Groups 223 223 3,089
Merchandise 49 49 63
Donations 3,206 3,206 1,897
Fundraising 74 74 -
Trusts and Corporate 9,000 146,524 155,524 88,686
500 Club 932 932 634
Gift Aid - - 514
Branch Appeal 230 230 750
Investment Income 3,608 3,608 3,331
Total Incoming Resources 52,665 146,524 199,189 129,333




Campaign to Protect Rural England Hampshire Branch CIO

Statement of Financial Activities for the Year Ended December 31st 2024
Unrestricted Restricted Total

Funds Funds 2024 2023
E £ £ £
4 Resources Expended

Staff Costs 5 49,358 51,204 100,562 71,395
Office and Venue rent 3,015 3,015 3,719
IT Telecomms Broadband 2,106 2,106 3,009
Planning 1,900 - 1,900 -
Hedgerow costs - - -
Insurance 310 310 970
Printing Copying Stationery 455 455 1,021
Postage 1,097 1,097 2,789
Professional fees s - 600
Subscriptions 420 420 410
Branding - = 167
Training 14 - 14 3,462
Depreciation 434 434 507
Other costs 8,766 76,214 84,980 41,286
Total Resources Expended 67,875 127,418 195,294 129,335

2024 2023

5 Staff Costs £ £

Staff Salaries 100,562 71,395

Recruitment - -

No employee earned more than £60,000.
The number of employees at the end of the year was four (three 2023)
No trustee received any remuneration during the year



Campaign to Protect Rural England Hampshire Branch CIO

1 Statement of Financial Position as at December 31st 2024

December 31st

December 31st

2024 2023
Note £ £
Fixed Assets
Tangible Assets 6 1,590 1,778
Investments 7 52,580 51,051
54,170 52,829

Current Assets
Accrued Income & Prepayments 8 20,234 14,685
Cash at Bank 82,919 58,020
Building Society Account 9 21,540 41,000

124,694 113,705
Creditors
Accrued Expenditure 10 1,360 1,523
Accounts Payable 11 3,788 7,526
Income received in Advance/Deferred Income 12 70,674 59,867
Net Current Assets 75,822 44,789
|Total Assets Less Current Liabilities 103,042 97,618
Income Funds
Unrestricted Funds 81,742 74,700
Restricted Funds 21,299 22,918
[Total Income Funds 103,042 97,618




INDEPENDENT EXAMINERS REPORT TO THE TRUSTEES OF
THE CAMPAIGN TO PROTECT RURAL ENGLAND, HAMPSHIRE
BRANCH CIO

| raport to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the charity for the year
ended December 31% 2024 :

The charity's trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the
requirements of the Charities Act 2011. The charity’s trustees consider that an audit is not
required for this year under section 144 of the Charities Act 2011 (“the Charities Act”) and that
an independent examination is needed.

It is my responsibility to:

- examine the acoounts under section 145 of the Charities Act,

- to follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the charity Commission
(under section 145(5)(b) of the Charities Act, and

- to state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of Independent Examiners report

My examination was carried out in accordance with general Directions given by the
Charity Commission. An examination includes a review of the accounting records
kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records.
It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts,
and seeking explanations from the trustees concerning any such matters, The
procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an
audit, and consequently no opinion Is given as to whether the accounts present a
“true and falr" view and the report is limited to those matters set out In the statement
below. .

Independent Examiners Statement
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:

1. which gives me reasonable cause to belleve that in any material respect the

requirements:
« to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the 2011 Act;
and

» to prepare Accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply
with the accounting requirements of the Accounting and Reporting by
Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities
preparing their accounts in accordance with the financial Reporting
Standard applicable in the UK (FRS102).

have not been met.

2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper
understanding of the Accounts to be reached.

M

Mrs Caroline Scull FCCA
B20 Limited

16 May 2025
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