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From where I stand it seems as though it has been quite a busy year and yet I 
remain unconvinced that we have made sufficient progress in developing the use 
of The Old School in the way we all imagined in the early days. If we going to be 
able to fully justify all the hard work put into developing the building then we will 
have to do a better job in creating leader led activities and a programme of wide 
appeal and community support. Despite our frequent calls for more people to be 
involved we continue to suffer from the modern malaise that organisations such as
ours are facing , the length and breadth of the country, a lack of willingness for 
some people to take some responsibility and volunteer.

Having said that we do have a core of those that do make a major contribution to 
our work for which we are most grateful. Those volunteers are much valued and 
appreciated for their work , maintaining Lover Green, cleaning, decorating and 
maintaining the main building, running the Darling Cafe and pop-up Post Office, 
the Valentine Team and the general running and management of the Trust.  In 
addition the regular hiring of the building for fitness and yoga classes gives us the 
type of activity and income that we are looking for. There must, however, be more 
and once again the call is out for people to come forward and get involved.

This year will see the start of two activities of note. The Theatre Club will begin, 
hopefully in April when we will be arranging broadcasts from the National Theatre. 
If that is successful then we will to broadcast some ballet and opera in due course.
We will like to create a club atmosphere for these events so your help and ideas 
would be welcome.

A couple of months ago a group of 14 interested people came together with the 
aim of creating a Valentine Tapestry of note, depicting the early history of Valentine
celebrations though the ages culminating in the Lover Valentine Post. There is 
great enthusiasm in this Tapestry Team and , in time it might lead to a crafting 
group operating from the Old School in its own right.

Each year the one event that has become our signature and most supported event 
is the Valentine Post. It has reached parts of the world we would never have 
thought possible and this year attracted more people to the Darling Cafe than ever 
before. The Darling Cafe has become a much loved and strong brand with a highly
recognisable livery. This year we were lucky enough to find ourselves a talented 
young person who has considerable experience in social media. Her input to 
online posts has been a game changer for us and I know this is only the start. 
Having done some research on the topic it appears that Lover’s involvement with 
the Valentine card stamping goes back over 50 years. It is for that reason that we 
are now considering a major PR campaign to celebrate that fact for next year.



The building, as yet is unfinished. The last major phase will be the creation of a 
new entrance and  sitting area. The Board of Trustees is wrestling with various 
options and although we already have planning permission the costs of around 
£150, 000 is proving to be difficult. At this stage we hold onto the vision of what is 
needed and remain committed to finding the right solution. Waiting for a kind 
benefactor or altruistic sponsor could be a long wait so the graft to find sufficient 
funds continues for the moment. It is hoped that we might be able to display plans 
of the current thinking for you to see at the AGM.

This year we have lost a few of our members and our deepest sympathies go out 
to the bereaved families and friends. It is these moments that we are reminded that
nothing can be taken for granted and why it is vital that the Trust and its 
membership continues to grow in the years to come. Strong community 
organisations underpin public life in this country and it is rural communities that 
are often forgotten. 

ENDS






