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The observatory was successful in all areas of its acƟviƟes during the 
year and saƟsfacƟon with our ethos, operaƟons and management 
was reflected by the third major bequest in ten years – this was once 
again by a regular visitor who had previously enjoyed the welcome 
and conviviality when staying at the observatory. 

The very generous sum enabled the purchase of another four acres 
of land creaƟng a series of conƟnuous linked areas reflecƟng the 
differing microhabitats for farming and increased biodiversity under 
our DEFRA Mid-Tier Stewardship Agreement. The sum also enabled 
the trustees to plan for the maintenance and refurbishment of the 
Grade 2 listed Lighthouse and CoƩage plus redevelopment of the non 
-listed ancillary buildings. The preliminary plans envisage bringing the 
youth hostel-type bunk bed accommodaƟon to a modern standard 
with single beds and en-suite allowing visitors to enjoy some comfort 
aŌer being outdoors in all weathers at Portland. The recently 
refurbished bookshop and meeƟngs room selling books and 
observatory merchandise will remain in the new plans along with a 
new tractor shed and workshop. 

Full occupancy of rooms was again a feature of the spring and 
autumn bird migraƟon seasons with strong occupancy at other Ɵmes, 
with the observatory open throughout the year for day visitors. The 
contribuƟon of visitors to the sighƟngs of all aspects of natural 
history again provided data to our sixty-year database and was 
reported daily to members and the public by the daily blog 
undertaken by the Warden, MarƟn Cade, and Assistant Warden, 
Jodie Mae Henderson - the laƩer who was made full-Ɵme at the end 
of the year. Alison Jones who had cleaned the observatory for visitors 
for twenty years reƟred and a new cleaner Verity Hill was appointed. 



The two wardens and numerous helpers conƟnued to undertake all 
the scienƟfic observaƟon combined with the trapping of birds and 
moths – the former oŌen assisted by visiƟng BriƟsh Trust for 
Ornithology qualified bird ringers. The data was computerised and 
detailed analysis of species recovery maps were produced for the 
first Ɵme. A new development was the installaƟon of a MOTUS 
tracking system for bats and birds undertaken in conjuncƟon with 
other bird observatories and universiƟes in the BriƟsh Isles and 
Europe. 

The planƟng of the fields was again undertaken by James Foot and 
provided beneficial cover for resident and migratory insects and 
birds. There being liƩle freshwater on Portland a new pond was 
developed in the fiŌeen-acre field and was an immediate draw for 
new recorded species of dragonfly and for birds. 
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