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Portland Bird Observatory and Field Centre’s acƟviƟes returned to normal and 
in some areas exceeded those experienced pre-covid. The full reopening of the 
observatory for accommodaƟon and day visitors saw an unprecedented 
increase following relaxaƟon of the previous COVID restricƟons. Interest in the 
charity was reflected by a marked increase in visits by the general public, many 
having read of our conservaƟon and scienƟfic work which had been reported 
daily on the observatory blog throughout the lockdowns. The interest in nature 
generally and the work of socieƟes and chariƟes working in this sphere were 
obviously sƟmulated by many television programmes watched during the Covid 
pandemic. 

The scienƟfic work of daily recording of moths, birds and other biological 
indicators was back to high levels with the many visiƟng naturalists 
contribuƟng to the daily records. The final database of sixty years past records 
which had been digiƟsed and edited over several years was received from the 
BriƟsh Trust for Ornithology, these having contributed to their capacity to 
inform JNCC and the government on biodiversity changes during this period. 

The observatory received a second five-year Mid-Tier DEFRA Stewardship 
Award for our farming for wildlife aŌer successful compleƟon of the first five-
year programme. We were sorry to lose Richard Newton, our trustee with 
farming experience who had undertaken all work for the past twenty years but 
contracted James Foot, a local farmer who conƟnued the agreed programme. 
The acreage farmed for conservaƟon increased during the year thanks to a 
bequest from the family of a previously regular visitor to the observatory. The 
generous sum of £100K enabled the purchase of two areas of limestone 
grassland and five lawnsheds totalling 4.4 acres which were incorporated into 
the farming regime.  

The observatory now farms just under 40 acres maintaining and increasing the 
biodiversity of Portland Bill under increasing pressure from other uses. 

The educaƟonal programme was enabled again by the warden, MarƟn Cade 
and our newly appointed Assistant Warden Jodie Mae Henderson, who like our 
previous AW, Erin Taylor, had served at Skokholm Bird Observatory. The work of 
the observatory was detailed to the many visits by schools, bird socieƟes, WI, 
University of the Third Age as well as general visitors. The membership rose to 
nearly 800 reaching pre-covid levels. Formal educaƟon and work experience 



was undertaken uƟlising our Neil Arnold Memorial Fund and the BTO Young 
Bird Observatory Volunteer scheme enabling two students to spend a total of 
eight weeks training at PBO.  

Thanks must be given to the staff and trustees who having negoƟated a difficult 
period during COVID and ensured a successful resumpƟon of all of the 
observatory’s operaƟons and acƟviƟes. 

 

Peter J Morgan  

Chairman of Portland Bird Observatory and Field Centre. 

 

 

 

 










