
2021 Trustee’s Report for Charity Commissioners 

The year fell into two discrete halves due to the continuing influence of Covid-
19 and subsequent legal restrictions. The early period was dominated by the 
finishing of the refurbishment of observatory accommodation by Martin Cade 
the Warden and Erin Taylor the Assistant Warden who remained in situ. 

Although no visitors were permitted the two of them undertook the scientific 
work, recording all aspects of the natural history especially the moths and bird 
ringing. The spring was very busy bird migrant wise with one of the highest 
numbers ringed in recent years. In addition they finalised and published the 
biannual Report for the years 2019 and 2020 which was sent to the nearly 
seven hundred members who had retained their membership during the 
difficult times. Their work and efforts over many hours received a special vote 
of thanks from the Trustees and the membership at the 3rd July AGM which 
was again a Zoom meeting, due to restrictions. 

After two and a half years as Assistant Warden. Erin Taylor was successful in 
obtaining a research Post with the British Antarctic Survey studying albatrosses 
on Bird Island, South Georgia, and left at the end of July. Three of the last four 
Assistant Wardens have now moved onto further careers in bird conservation 
after their time at Portland Bird Observatory.  An appointment was made in 
October of a replacement for 2022, Jodie Mae Henderson - another with 
observatory and seabird experience. 

The observatory was fortunate in the spring to have a local trustee in Richard 
Newton enabling completion of the planting and farming in the last year of our 
Mid-Tier Conservation Grant. Assessment by DEFRA of our efforts later in the 
year met with their approval and plans were prepared for a new five-year 
application from 2022 which would include all of the new land areas purchased 
over the last three years. The last of these, for 0.94 acres adjacent to our 
holdings in the Top Fields, was also finalised this year. 

In accordance with legislation only the self-contained flat was let to visitors 
before limited accommodation was made available from August; day-visitors 
were provided with access to toilet facilities and sanitisers.  In mid -September 
an Independent Health and Safety Review was commissioned and specific 
actions agreed at the autumn Zoom Trustee meeting. In mid-September, also, 
the whole observatory was opened to visitors with appropriate Covid 
precautions and cleaning. This brought much needed income enabling a small 



profit for the year assisted of course by the dividend from the investment in 
the M&G Charifund. 

A successful year in difficult circumstances was achieved thanks to the staff on 
site and good communication between them the Officers and the Trustees. 

 

Peter J Morgan Chairman 










