
Portland Bird Observatory and Field Centre: trustees’ annual 
report for 2020

The SARS Covid-19 pandemic affected a large proportion of the 
Observatory’s public activities in 2020. In line with government 
regulations the Observatory was closed to all visitors between March and 
July, and closed again for residential guests from November into 2021; we
were able to open the self-contained Cottage between July and 
November, and provided some facilities for day-visitors once this was 
permitted after July. Our staff – Warden Martin Cade and Assistant Warden
Erin Taylor – remained on site throughout and were able to maintain a full 
programme of scientific monitoring as well as carrying out essential 
maintenance to the Grade II listed lighthouse.

The financial losses incurred as a result of the pandemic could have 
severely impacted our future but for the yearly dividend from Helen 
Brotherton’s generous legacy and continued support from our members’ 
subscriptions – both these helped to alleviate any potentially disastrous 
outcome for the Observatory.

The farming and planting associated with the Mid-tier Countryside 
Stewardship grant continued due to the sterling efforts of Richard 
Newton, one of our trustees - the results being approved and verified by a
DEFRA inspection visit. The crops continued to be an invaluable resource 
for visiting migrant birds and invertebrates as well as for overwintering 
species. We added to our land holdings with the purchase of an one acre 
field (purchase initiated in 2019 and completed in early 2020) that will be 
incorporated into the renewal of the Stewardship agreement due in 2021.

The monumental task of digitising sixty years of our daily logs that 
incorporate the observations of not only our staff but thousands of 
observatory members, residential guests and day visitors was 
successfully completed during the year and added to the British Trust for 
Ornithology Birdtrack database to assist in the monitoring of long -term 
population changes, especially of birds.

The trustees welcomed two new members to replace two who had 
resigned in 2019:  Mark Cutts, a Royal Navy employee recently moved to 
Portland, and Andrew Davidson, a naturalist with Hampshire County 
Council with specialist entomological expertise. Trustee Zoom meetings 
were initiated during the year and the Observatory successfully held its 
first Zoom Annual General Meeting for members during the autumn.

Membership continued to be buoyant, even if the majority could not visit 
during the year.  Their interest and that of the wider public was 



maintained daily by the excellent and informative social media output 
from our staff. 

After such a difficult year our future looks positive.












