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Secretary Report 2022/23 
 
This year we have seen great blessing as a church. It seems that every Sunday we have seen new 
faces, and whilst some of these have been visitors, many of these new faces have become consistent 
in their attendance both on Sunday and mid-week and have very much become part of our family at 
the chapel. 
The increased number of people has meant that as a leadership we are now starting to think very 
seriously about where to meet in the short term if the level of growth continues. So far, no suitable 
location has been found in the village so we are having to look further afield though we stress that 
we are absolutely committed to the village and its people.  
In the longer term we have begun having initial discussions about the possibility of a new building in 
Caerwent. At the time of writing, this is in the very early stages of pre-planning with the local council 
in order that they can open discussion with us about the sale of the land. We have initial plans 
drawn up as to what such a building would look like which would include a 200-seater auditorium, 
café space, office space and room for expansion. This is very exciting though we are very aware of 
the challenges that lie ahead, particularly around finance, but we know that God is faithful and if he 
wants us to move in this direction he will open all the doors necessary for this to happen. 
 
One of the most significant events of the year was the opening of the Village Café in May. This is run 
in collaboration with Caerwent Community Council and hosted by the chapel every Friday at 09:30 
to 12:00. The running of this has been overwhelmingly positive with many commenting that a 
meeting place such as this is exactly what the village needs. Most weeks between 80 and 100 people 
come through the doors for food, drinks and company. Many have come through the doors of the 
chapel who wouldn’t normally have done so and while its intention is not evangelistic many good 
contacts have been made in the few months it has been open. 
The Friday evening Youth meeting continues to go well with a consistent number of teenagers 
coming to play games, enjoy a safe space together and be taught something from the Bible. 
 
The fabric of the building continues to change with an emphasis on decluttering and making best use 
of the spaces we have. In particular we are very grateful for the work done by Ken Foot in creating a 
storage area for tables, small chairs, keyboard, projector and stand, table tennis table, pool table 
etc. This requirement has been discussed for many years and the completed work makes the vestry 
area much more usable and tidy. 
 
Specific evangelistic events during the year are the Ladies Wreath making evening and the Holiday 
Bible Club.  
The Ladies Wreath Making evening was again a great success with over 100 ladies enjoying spending 
time together at the Village Hall, making a wreath and hearing a short message. 
The Holiday Bible Club, again run from the village hall, was a fantastic week where we had an 
average of 30 children attend every day to do craft, sing songs, learn memory verses, watch the 
sketch and hear Bible stories.  
Both of these events couldn’t run without the dedication and hard work of the teams to prepare, run 
the event and clean up afterwards. We are so blessed as a church to have gifted people who serve 
so enthusiastically and willingly at these events. 
Our Christmas Eve Carols by Candlelight service at the Village Hall was again very well attended by 
many from the village and is always a good opportunity to invite friends and neighbours to our 
regular services and events run out of the chapel. 
 
In 2022 the chapel had a presence at the Caerwent fete. This was a slimmed down version of the 
Caerwent show that was a fixture in the Summer calendar for so many years prior to COVID 
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lockdown. Our gazebo had various games which people could come and play for free as well as a 
question box where people were invited to put a ball into a box which they felt was most 
appropriate. The chapel band played some jigs and reels which went down well, so much so that we 
have been invited back to have a more organised Ceilidh in 2023! 
 
We were saddened to lose one of our older attendees in 2023. June Goulding, who had not been 
well enough to attend for many years but was still fondly remembered by many in the church, went 
to be with the Lord in June. Eddie Jones led this service of remembrance. 
 
It was such a joy in July to hold a dedication service for the children born to church families in recent 
years. Such a service had not been possible due to COVID restrictions so it was wonderful for all the 
children and parents to be at the front of church and for the church members to commit themselves 
to pray for them as they seek to bring them up in the way of the Lord. 
 
It was great to welcome Donna Witchard, Josh Witchard and Ian and Muriel Ashton into 
membership in 2023. This gives us a membership of 35, the highest it has been for many years. 
 
As a church we remain committed to pray for and give financially towards our five key missionary 
organisations: FIEC, MAF, Martin & Ruth Harrison (Reach Beyond), WEC & SGA. Additionally, we 
have hosted a variety of missionary speakers to our mid-week prayer meeting and have been 
blessed to hear how God is working in all parts of the world. 
 
We are grateful to be a part of the AECW South East Wales cluster of churches and continue to 
benefit from their fellowship both at the joint prayer meetings and the pulpit swap in June where 
John Funnell preached for us. Continued membership of the FIEC provides us with useful resources 
and assistance whenever needed. 
 
So, as we look to the next 12 months it is with a sense of excitement and anticipation of what God is 
doing in the life of this church. As always our prayer is that we will praise Him for all that is past and 
trust Him for all that’s to come 
 
Andrew Close 
(Secretary) 
 
 






