
Chairman’s Annual Report 2025

Since our last AGM, Friends of Osborne has gone from strength to strength. Friends of 
Osborne has had a very successful year with membership reaching its limit of 1200, 
which meant we had to introduce a waiting list. Events have been popular and, in many
instances, oversubscribed. 

We now have a strong committee with fifteen members. They have helped organise 
new events such as the visit to Farringford House and Buckingham Palace. We also 
kept old favourites such as the Spring and Autumn walks, led by Toby; and Hidden 
Osborne led by Christopher Warleigh-Lack. The talks in the Education Rooms continue 
to be well attended, as do the craft sessions. Members also enjoyed the Quiz and the 
Walled Garden drinks party. Also, I am glad to welcome back Carols in the Courtyard 
this December. 

I would like to thank the committee for all their hard work in having made this year 
such a successful one. Also, all the English Heritage staff who have supported and 
enabled our events to take place. 

Osborne, like all EH properties, went through a large restructuring this year. We said 
goodbye to David Bailey, who was always very supportive of Friends of Osborne and 
welcomed Victoria Stone as the new manager. She is passionate about the value of 
Friends’ organisations and has already brought new benefits for our members. We are 
now able to gain access to the House on a Monday as well as a Friday and we can enjoy
a 10% discount all year at the shop and on food and drinks in all the catering outlets.

The library, which is an amalgamation of all the books from the Friends of Osborne 
Library and Osborne House, is now up and running. Any members who would like to 
volunteer to help in the library can find the information on our website. It has very 
limited opening hours at the moment, while a volunteer rota is getting established and 
as Osborne House is moving into winter opening. However, it is open this Friday 28th 
November from 10am to midday.

Osborne have put in various requests this year. Unfortunately, we have still not been 
able to commit to a large project, but we hope that we will be able to give Osborne a 
sizeable donation towards one of their requests in the next financial year. We have a 
very healthy bank balance and our treasurer will be able to tell you more about projects
we may be able to support.

 One of our commitments was to support an Education Award. The task was to paint a 
self-portrait, inspired by a portrait of Emma Gaggiotti (Mrs. Richards). This was sent out
to all local schools and the response was amazing. Over 10 schools entered, sending in 
over 200 entries. Friends of Osborne commissioned and paid for a beautiful trophy, 
made from beech from the Osborne Estate. We also are giving the winning school 
£250.

 In compliance with the Charity Commission the Trustees have formulated the following
policy documents: Internal Financial Controls, Serious Incident Reporting, Internal Risk 
Management and Safeguarding. These policy documents can be found in the Members’ 
Section of the Friends of Osborne Website. 

I have been Chairman for almost four years, and I am now stepping down. I will still be 
on the committee and take an active part in helping to organise and run events. It is 



time for someone else from the committee to step forward into this role and bring new 
ideas.
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b/f £85,651.47 £761.10 £86,412.57
October £85,784.58 £303.63 £86,088.21 £980.00 £133.11 £217.00 -£8.60 -£27.20 -£60.00 -£320.70 -£1,172.20 -£65.77
November £80,423.13 £222.33 £80,645.46 £340.00 £138.55 £15.00 -£9.50 -£6.20 -£31.35 -£144.00 -£68.50 -£5,670.00 -£6.75
December £80,551.53 £1,143.27 £81,694.80 £1,000.00 £128.40 -£6.20 -£17.00 -£55.86
January £81,878.47 £345.49 £82,223.96 £950.00 £126.94 £190.00 -£6.20 -£13.60 -£717.98
February £82,006.39 £1,571.69 £83,578.08 £495.00 £127.92 £10.00 £755.00 -£6.60 -£27.20
March £88,117.11 £486.15 £88,603.26 £8,040.00 £110.72 £10.00 £530.00 -£7.80 -£3,127.74 -£530.00
April £90,342.63 £722.85 £91,065.48 £2,530.00 £125.52 £341.00 -£27.80 -£72.24 -£359.00 -£19.99 -£55.27
May £90,469.82 £640.11 £91,109.93 £815.00 £127.19 £1,117.00 -£8.60 -£59.40 -£47.00 -£1,545.00 -£354.74
June £96,394.99 £480.13 £96,875.12 £3,605.00 £125.17 £2,474.00 -£7.00 -£27.84 -£315.14 -£89.00
July £99,120.34 £673.59 £99,793.93 £1,762.00 £125.35 £1,620.00 -£12.60 -£27.84 -£33.98 -£514.12
August £97,005.07 £662.20 £97,667.27 £5.00 £134.73 £25.00 £489.00 -£2.40 -£21.99 -£2,756.00
September £99,225.26 £615.87 £99,841.13 £2,040.00 £120.19 £5.00 £226.00 -£0.80 -£44.78 -£120.00 -£51.75

£22,562.00 £1,523.79 £0.00 £65.00 £7,949.50 -£100.80 -£244.27 -£1,325.16 -£60.00 -£883.16 -£11,634.94 -£4,423.40

Opening Bank Balances Receipts Payments
01-Oct-24 Deposit A/c £85,651.47 SubscripƟons £22,562.00 Bank Charges -£100.80
01-Oct-24 Current A/c £761.10 GiŌ Aid £0.00 Postage -£244.27

£86,412.57 Bank Interest £1,523.79 Computer/SoŌware/Systems -£1,325.16
Events £7,949.50 Accountant -£60.00

Closing Bank Balances DonaƟons £65.00 General Expenses -£883.16
Deposit A/c £99,225.26 £32,100.29 DonaƟons to Osborne -£11,634.94
Current A/c £615.87 Event Expenses -£4,423.40

£99,841.13 -£18,671.73

Profit/Loss Profit/Loss 
Closing Balances £99,841.13 Receipts £32,100.29
Less Opening Balances £86,412.57 Payments -£18,671.73

£13,428.56 £13,428.56
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Receipts and Payments  - 1 October 2024 to 30th September 2025












