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Minister: Revd M. Olsen; Treasurer: Mrs M. Brancken. 

At the end of the year our church membership was 71 and the average congregational attendance at 
services was 48. 

We continue to hold weekly Sunday morning services with holy communion and all age worship each held 
monthly. Junior church meets with engaging activities provided to help young people and leaders explore 
the Christian faith. Throughout the year we include several own arrangement services and benefit from the 
gifts in leading worship which members of the congregation bring. During the year we have welcomed new 
people into our congregation. Most of our services have been live-streamed and available to watch 
afterwards via Facebook. This provision has been very much appreciated by those not able to attend 
worship in person.  

At Christmas, Easter and the end of the summer term, we welcomed Yvonne from the Zephaniah Trust into 
our building to work with school groups through ‘Rewind’ and ‘Fast Forward’. Church volunteers help out 
in this positive way of sharing the gospel and making connections with young people from the surrounding 
area. 

We have been involved with Churches together in Cleckheaton and District and have held special services 

to mark the Christian festivals.  

During Advent and Lent we met together for fellowship and to discuss the Bible, sharing with members 

from St Andrew’s Methodist Church, Liversedge and other churches. 

The church has a good network of pastoral visitors and pastoral support is a very important part of what 
we do. We held a memorial service to which we invited the families and friends of those whose loved ones 
had their funeral services in the church during the previous year.  

The Breakfast club which runs on Thursday mornings during school holidays continues to attract new 
families and has been appreciated by parents and carers. This offers a free breakfast and drinks alongside a 
space for families to come and meet, to play games, do crafts and share together at the end of the 
morning in a short act of worship suitable for children.  

Church volunteers have been busy working in partnership with Acts 435 to support people in need locally. 
We have also continued to support and host Cleckheaton Foodbank. There is an awareness of the level of 
need in the community around us: the church community fund is maintained to enable further support to 
be made as appropriate. 

The Wednesday lunch club continues to gain new members, providing food, company and entertainment 

to older people. The weekly Friday coffee morning helps us to engage with people from the surrounding 

community. The monthly Meeting Place continues to be popular, providing a space for people to gather for 

food and company, jigsaws, games and table tennis are on offer. Both the coffee morning and Meeting 

Place offer a warm space with no charge made for refreshments other than if people choose to make 

donations.  Table tennis and snooker groups also provide the opportunity for people to play, socialise and 

offer mutual support. Each of these church-run activities has been well received by the local community, 

we continue to form new relationships and appreciate these opportunities to show God’s welcome and 

love to our neighbours.  

 

Our knitters continue to ensure there are plenty of prayer bears available to be given out as part of caring 

for those needing some comfort. Christmas angels have also been knitted and shared in partnership with 

Churches together. 

 



We are glad to be able to let our premises to a variety of user groups and, in particular, to support the 

Rainbows, Brownies and Guides, all of whom meet weekly. Our user groups also include MHA who offer 

lunch and activities to older people, and Paddock who provide the ‘Step by step’ advice service to people in 

relation to benefits and getting back into work. We feel that these user groups fit with our aim to support 

our community.  

During the year, we have set up an ‘eco group’ with the aim of exploring how we can best respond to the 

climate crisis through our worship, community engagement and premises. 

Mission statement: Our vision is to be a Church that welcomes all, who meet for worship, prayer and 
fellowship. We exist to share the light of Christ with our community, by our service and sharing of the good 
news of Jesus. 

Priorities:   
To offer opportunities for worship which are welcoming and accessible to all who seek God through Jesus 
with the help of the Holy Spirit: 

• offer an active welcome to any who join us and take the time to get to know them   

• ensure the worship space is as accessible as possible   

• encourage a range of worship styles and themes to be as inclusive as possible   

• provide a variety of worship resources including continuing to stream worship   

To be a community centred on Christ for people of all ages and grow in discipleship together: 

• continue to develop Bible study/fellowship groups and prayer group  

• support and encourage the involvement of families and young people  

• create further opportunities to explore and live out the word of God together  

• explore ways of evangelism and outreach around the Christian festivals and, where appropriate, as 
part of Churches Together in Cleckheaton and District   
 

To serve the community of Cleckheaton and the surrounding area: 

• offer a welcoming space within the church building for people to meet for fellowship and to combat 
social isolation  

• host Cleckheaton Foodbank and provide a venue for other community initiatives  

• support people in need in practical ways through the community fund and Acts 435 and speak out 
on behalf of those who find it hard for their voices to be heard   

• to be aware of our impact on the environment, to encourage and where possible provide 
opportunities for recycling   

 
To be a good neighbour globally: 

• pray for global issues as well as national and local issues  

• support charities locally and globally which promote social justice  

• develop and promote understanding of how God’s call to love our neighbour leads us to respond to 
global issues including climate change  

• work towards achieving net zero as a church community in line with Methodist Church policy  
 






















