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TRUSTEES’ ANNUAL REPORT  
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The mission of Kingston Methodist Church (KMC) is to be a safe, welcoming and diverse 
community of God, where people of all ages and backgrounds are invited to learn and 
grow in the Christian faith.  
 

This mission statement reflects the calling of the Methodist Church:  to respond to the 

gospel of God's love in Christ and to live out its discipleship in worship and mission 

through worship, learning and caring, service and evangelism. 

 

Structure, administration and management of KMC 
 

Kingston Methodist Church (KMC) is one of four Methodist churches within the Kingston 
Circuit, which in turn is part of the London District – we’re all connected!  KMC’s 
trustees are its Church Council, which it elects from its church membership at its 
Annual Church Meeting in September.   
 
2023-2024 appointed Trustees/Church Council members: 
  

• Rev Dr Karl Rutlidge (Chair)  

• Charles Abedi Boafo 

• Alan Clatworthy  

• Steve Dawson 

• Maggie East  

• Ruby Esson 

• Val Hayden 

• Mike Park 

• Alexander Ritchie 

• Nigel Spalding 

• Mike Stockbridge 

• Chiu Tang 

• Liz Taylor 
 

 
Members are elected/appointed to the Church Council to ensure, wherever possible, 
that all areas of the church’s life are represented.  The Church Council generally meets 
quarterly and is legally responsible for the management of Kingston Methodist Church, 
its work and resources.   
  
In addition, KMC’s leadership team, appointed by Church Council, meets regularly to 
consider governance, policies, procedures and property issues, as well as to update its 
mission priorities.  The leadership team reports its recommendations to the Church 
Council.  Additional committees meet to consider the pastoral care of KMC’s 
congregation and also its worship life. 
 
We confirm that our trustees have had regard to the Charity Commission’s guidance on 
public benefit when considering KMC’s activities for the year, as well as its 
supplementary guidance on the advancement of religion. 
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Activities, achievements and performance  
 
Our church picnic in Bushy Park always marks the start of the new Methodist church 
year in September; we also welcomed Vindra Maraj-Ogden to our Circuit as our 
Superintendent Minister. Other opportunities for bringing our church family together 
over the last year included ‘international’ bring-and-share fund-raising lunches for All 
We Can (harvest), Junior Mission for All (JMA) and Christian Aid. We also had some 
informative post-service talks from representatives of local charities we support, e.g. 
Kingston Churches Action on Homelessness (KCAH) and Refuge who explained how our 
£1,300 donation from the proceeds of the Plant and Produce sale will assist the work of 
the Kingston Domestic Violence Hub.  
 
During the past year there has been much discussion and debate about the future use 
of the church building.  Linked to this KMC commissioned an Energy Audit to consider 
how we might reduce our energy consumption and the type of equipment we could 
install to help us on the road towards becoming carbon neutral. 
 
Throughout the year KMC continued to review and update its policies to ensure we 
meet the requirements of Safeguarding (including mandatory training), General Data 
Protection, Health and Safety etc. Fire drills are now factored into the year’s 
activities, and some members have carried out online fire safety training courses. 
Unfortunately KMC continues to experience difficulties in filling all the roles required 
to maintain church life. 
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WORSHIP 
 
“The Church exists to increase awareness of God’s presence and to celebrate God’s 
love.”   
 
At Kingston Methodist Church we offer a range of church services over the course of 
the year to which anyone and everyone is welcome.  We have been delighted to 
welcome new friends to our informal morning worship and we also continue to offer a 
reflective, informal and intimate environment for our monthly evening service. At one 
evening service in January, we celebrated the work of Street Pastors in Kingston with 
music, dance and space for reflection on the work of this fantastic organisation. In 
addition, KMC joins the wider church family in occasional evening services with our 
other three circuit churches.  
 
We hold special and celebratory services over the course of the year which are widely 
publicised to our local community and include Mothering Sunday, Harvest Festival, our 
Carol and Christmas services and much-loved no-rehearsal Nativity.  During Easter Holy 
Week we joined with our neighbouring churches for a Palm Sunday joint procession and 
service, Maundy Thursday supper and Good Friday Walk of Witness. 
 
Local arrangements, where members of the congregation are encouraged to lead the 
worship, are becoming more frequent as the Circuit is reduced from three to two 
ministers.  For people in our congregation who are unable to worship with us physically 
and for many in the wider community, our Minister, Karl, is able to offer spiritual 
sustenance through an online worship series, “Windows on Worship”.  
 
KMC’s dedicated Sunday School staff ensure the inclusion of our children and young 
people in the worship life of the church, while our committed Music Group plays a vital 
role in leading and enhancing the quality of our worship.  
 
Helping to plan and prepare for our services is the work of the Worship Consultation 
Group, which meets quarterly to plan any special services and related matters, such as 
church lunches or celebrations.  This meeting, which is open to anyone attending KMC, 
also considers the many different aspects of worship. 
 
KMC is fortunate to have a growing relationship with Hanbeet Korean Church who now 
use our premises every Sunday afternoon.  Members of KMC’s Leadership Team have 
enjoyed meeting and sharing fellowship with Hanbeet’s equivalent team and we look 
forward to working together where we can. 
 

 
 

LEARNING AND CARING 

 
“The Church exists to help people to grow and learn as Christians, through mutual 
support and care.”   
 
In addition to weekly worship Kingston Methodist Church (KMC) has, during the year, 
nurtured the spiritual life of its congregation by offering a four-week Advent course, 
'Journey to the Manger' by Paula Gooder which explores biblical and historical texts to 
give a different slant on the familiar Christmas stories.  Then, during the five-week 
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Lent course, we followed some of the Christian Aid 2024 Lent material: Act on Poverty, 
looking again later in the year at some of the suggested action we could take.  
 
Eleven of our young people attended the 3Generate weekend in the National 
Exhibition Centre, Birmingham.  This is the Youth Assembly of the Methodist Church in 
Britain.  The young people were supported by 3 adult leaders and another 3 adults 
helped to run the event.  A number of young people reported back on their experience 
of 3Gen during a worship service in November.  
 
Our Tuesday Reflection group meets fortnightly at 11.15 and was started about 20 
years ago with the aim of providing a weekday opportunity for people to meet together 
for fellowship.  Our 9-12 members have valued the continuity of support and the caring 
ethos which the group has offered as well as the actual content.  Over the past year 
we have had input from our circuit ministerial staff and other local ministers, speakers 
from the voluntary sector and further afield, and we were also able to visit our local 
community garden for one of our meetings.  With the increasing pressure on our 
ministerial staff, it is unrealistic to expect as frequent attendance from them, so 
several of our sessions have been led “in-house” on a variety of topics and this is likely 
to continue to be the case.  We are not a closed group so visitors are welcome. 
 
Chat Room (KMC’s response to the national call to provide “warm spaces” for people 
in fuel poverty) continued through the colder months but was suspended during the 
summer when it was easier for everyone to get out and about.  Whilst board games and 
other activities are always available and enjoyed at Chat Room, what the “regulars” 
seem to enjoy most is the opportunity just to chat!  As yet we haven’t developed Chat 
Room beyond an informal get together time for KMC friends.  English Chat also 
continued through until the summer holidays.  A small group of church friends, some of 
whom have more recently come to live in the UK, and some who have been here for 
some time, has fun improving and extending their English.  
 
At the beginning of the summer holiday some of our church children and their friends 
enjoyed cooking up really tasty treats in KMC’s Kids’ cookery club. 
 
The Pastoral Committee supports members of the church family when needed, and 
people participating in our prayer chain pray for and offer support to those of our 
congregation and wider community who are unwell or going through difficult times. 
Our regular newsletter keeps people in touch with what the church is doing.  
 
 
 
SERVICE AND EVANGELISM 
 
“The Church exists to be a good neighbour to people in need and to challenge 
injustice.  The Church exists to make more followers of Jesus Christ.”   
 
Kingston Methodist Church tries to keep abreast of what is happening in its local 
community and to put faith into action by helping people in need. Over the past year, 
KMC has maintained its long tradition of financial support to specific charities: 

 

• No-one is really sure when our link between KMC and Whitechapel Mission on the 
other side of London actually began, but it must be almost 50 years! They are a 
Methodist Charity providing a range of day care services (and overnight 
accommodation when the temperature drops to zero) to the homeless.  Demand 
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for their services is on the increase.  At our annual gift service KMC provided 
items of clothing, food, toiletries and a cash donation of £250. 

 

• Another charity with Methodist roots is Action for Children, which provides a 
range of services across the UK to children and families who are struggling in a 
variety of ways.  They are also very strong in the areas of campaigning for 
change and for social justice.  This year we raised £321.50 at our Christmas 
appeal, £25.25 from a collecting box and £190 on our AfC Sunday service in July, 
totalling £536.75. 

 

• Other global Methodist causes supported by our congregation during the year are 
All We Can, which is the Methodist Relief and Development Fund – an 
international development and emergency relief organisation - for which KMC 
members raised £200 at harvest.  The second is the Methodist World Mission 
Fund through Junior Mission for All (JMA) where some of our children and 
young people collected monthly donations amounting to £271.92 to support JMA 
projects, helping children in the UK, Ireland and around the world.   
 

• KMC is a member of Kingston Churches Christian Aid group which organises/co-
ordinates a lot of different activities during Christian Aid week in May each year. 
In 2024, KMC donated £787.94 to Christian Aid, made up of £428.52 from our CA 
service and lunch and £359.42 from our two remaining house-to-house collectors 
who have covered the same streets in KT2 for many years. 
 

• Our two main fundraising events - the Christmas Fayre and our Plant and 
Produce sale involve and benefit our local community and the proceeds go to 
charities nominated by members of our congregation and agreed by Church 
Council. This last year we raised an amazing £4,154.74 which was divided 
between The Fircroft Trust, with which KMC has had links for many years, and 
Kingston Association for the Blind. 
 

• KMC’s Church Council also agreed the Church’s donation of £250 each to KMC-
based youth organisations The Girls’/Boys’ Brigades.  Our Boys’ and Girls’ 
Brigades are blessed with a team of dedicated leaders who give up much of their 
own time for the Brigades in planning, training and preparation for the many 
activities and awards they undertake, including assisting and participating in 
church events and services. The Brigades’ programme of activities culminates in 
a joint summer camp with other companies from Kent and Devon, this year on 
the Isle of Wight, a fun-filled week. 
 

• In addition, KMC continued its policy of annual donations of £250 to local 
charities: Kingston Churches Action on Homelessness (KCAH) and Refugee 
Action Kingston. 
 

• KMC also maintains an internal benevolent fund, created by donations from our 
congregation at each communion service. This fund aims to support those from 
our local and church communities who seek emergency financial assistance as 
well as helping people cope with sudden and unexpected costs. 
 

• KMC has continued to support Cambridge Road Estate Community Group 
Foodbank (CREst), our most local foodbank, with food donations throughout the 
year. 
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• Playbox Playgroup has been an integral part of KMC since the early 1970s and 
continues to provide a valuable resource to local families seeking day care for 
their 2- and 3-year-olds. The service has evolved over the years in the light of 
changes in legislation, changes in work patterns and parental expectations and we 
now provide morning care (five days per week during term times) in the lower hall 
with an additional “stay and play” option available to parents in the church on 
Mondays.  
 
Over the past year, a major change has been the retirement of Sheila Moore as co-
manager after an almost 35-year career with Playbox; this was marked by a 
leaving party attended by a large number of KMC members as well as Sheila’s 
family, former staff and attendees which reflects the incredible service she has 
offered.  
 
Ofsted has given a lot of positives about the quality of the provision on offer at 
Playbox and the local Authority regards it as a very useful option to be able to 
offer families. Over the years Playbox has developed a particular expertise with 
children who have additional needs.  
 
The Management Committee oversee the work (on behalf of KMC as employer) and 
meet regularly to review all aspects of Playbox activity.  
 

 
 
FINANCIAL REVIEW 
 
The church accounts for the year were prepared on a Receipts and Payments basis and 
are presented in the format required by The Methodist Church. The accounts were 
independently examined by a Fellow of the Chartered Association of Certified 
Accountants (FCCA).  
 
The church accounts for the year 1 September 2023 to 31 August 2024 show: 

• Income £91,585  
• Expenditure £81,971  

 
At year end, the excess of income over expenditure of £9,214 was transferred to the 
Church Property Fund - see the Reserves Policy below. 
 
The income of £91,185 came from: 

• General offerings from the church congregation plus Gift Aid from HMRC - 
£33,623 

• Money given to the Benevolent Fund plus Gift Aid from HMRC - £1,496 

• Interest from monies held with the Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes, 
Central Finance Board and Methodist Chapel Aid - £13,292 

• Room Hire, the Licence with Hanbeet Church and a donation by Playbox Pre-
school for use of the premises - £35,281 

• Other receipts - £7,893, including money raised at the Christmas Fayre and Plant 
& Produce Sale (see below) 
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The main items of expenditure were: 

• Monthly payments to The Methodist Church for the ‘Circuit Assessment’ - 
£30,000 

• Repairs and maintenance - £31,723, most of which was spent in response to 
recommendations in the 2022 Quinquennial Review of the property  

• Insurance and utilities - £8,451 

• Donations - £5,155, including £2,077 donated to both Kingston Association for 
the Blind and The Fircroft Trust from the two Sales (as above)  

• Benevolent Fund payments - £1,250 

• Other payments - £5,392 
 

The following groups are part of Kingston Methodist Church and had their accounts 
independently examined by their own examiners, as appointed by the Church trustees:  
 

 Income  Expenditure 

Fairfield Playbox Pre-School and Stay & Play £94,063 £76,227 

14th Kingston & Merton Boys' Brigade Company £1,764 £1,726 

1st Kingston Girls' Brigade Company £8,090 £8,706 

 
 
 
 
 
Reserves Policy  
 
In September 2024, Church Council agreed that the following financial reserves should 
be maintained: 
 

1. A General Reserve Fund, containing an amount equivalent to half a year's 
ongoing running costs, ie excluding major property works (£28,000). 
 

2. A Property Reserve Fund, containing a minimum of £50k, for work on the 
development and/or maintenance of the building costing more than £3k 
(£210,676). 
 

3. A Playbox Reserve Fund, containing an amount equal to the cost of staff wages 
and other essential costs for one term (for use in the event of Ofsted requiring 
Playbox to close whilst an investigation was carried out) plus the statutory 
redundancy payments due (based on an annual calculation) in the event of the 
Playbox Management Committee deciding to make all (in the event of 
permanent closure) or some staff redundant. This fund would only be called 
upon once all funds in the Playbox accounts have been exhausted (£45,000).  
 

 
 
 
 
Signed ………………………………………………………………………… Date ……………………………………………     
 
Rev Dr Karl Rutlidge, on behalf of Kingston Methodist Church Trustees (Church Council) 

 
 
 

 














































