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 Leeds Philharmonic Society (CIO) 

Charity No: 1162999 

REPORT FOR THE SEASON 2021/22 and  

REVIEW FOR 2022/23 

Presented to the Annual General Meeting of the Society 

Thursday 25th May 2023 

This Report sets out the Trustees Review of the 

Season 2021/22 for which the Financial Accounts 

are presented at the Annual General Meeting on 

16th May 2023 and provides an overview of the 

work undertaken by Trustees during the year from 

May 2022 to May 2023. 

 

PART ONE: 
 
REPORT FOR THE SEASON 2021/22 
 
This year saw 10 of the 12 Trustee position 

occupied. The post of Income Generation Manager 

and a Trustee without Portfolio were vacant from 

May 2021. 

 

One resignation occurred during the year that of 

Rosemary O’Dea, Tour Manager, who stepped 

down in November 2021. The Society are grateful 

to her for her input to Board meetings and are 

pleased that she continues to sing with the Chorus 

and acts as Secretary to the Friends. 

 

To support the Board, Trustees appointed a new 

Trustee Without Portfolio, in accordance with the 

Rules in the Constitution. Anne Prinn was 

appointed in December 2021. 

 

Whilst the Covid Hiatus has been a serious 

challenge for all Members of the Society, the 

challenge in the loss of St George’s Church, our 

long-time rehearsal provided another headache. 

Trustees established a framework of consideration 

and Risk Assessment to enable venues to be 

compared.  All Trustees took part in the exercise 

but Rowena Herbert and Rosemary O’Dea 

considered many potential venues. This came 

together with Ruth Shann leading a small 

delegation to the new Leeds City College, Quarry 

Hill Campus, which was followed up in August 

2021 by a further visit. Trustees were attracted by 

the facilities on offer, their Covid secure nature 

and the overall cost, which is significantly lower 

than any other city centre venue.  Whilst Members 

would have to pay for parking at The Victoria Gate 

Car Park Trustees reflected this with a slight 

reduction in Subscriptions for the year. Rehearsals 

commenced in the College in September 2021 

making use of the large Theatre and smaller 

studios as necessary and available. We are still 

learning to live with the spaces available and hope 

that Members are happy with the facilities and 

rehearsals provided. 

 

Whilst Covid was still very much present during 

this Season, Trustees tried to ensure a Covid free 

environment during rehearsals. To this effect all 

Members were asked to undertake a Covid 19 Test 

before each rehearsal and present the result to 

Trustees when entering the venue. Even so Covid 

impacted a number of times during the Season. 

The spread of the Omicron variant throughout the 

country and community including at the Christmas 

Carol Concert and the concert at Hull City Hall, 

where 15 Members were unable to participate 

because of Covid infection. 

 

Covid also impacted upon the membership of the 

Trustees with one, the Tour Manager Rosemary 

O’Dea resigning during the year. She was replaced 

by Anne Prinn. 
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During the Season seven concerts were given as 

seen in the table below. The varied nature of the 

programming including baroque and contemporary 

works was attractive to both the Chorus and to 

audiences. We were finally able to present our 

150th Anniversary Commission from Philp Wilby 

“At the Round Earths Imagined Corners” at the 

concert in Bolton Priory Church in June 2022. The 

Chorus looks forward to be able to present to the 

world this piece in its full setting with brass and 

percussion at a later date. 

 

The Society was pleased to perform the Symphony 

No 2 by Gustav Mahler with the Orchestra and 

Chorus of Opera North and the Leeds Festival 

Chorus at the end of October 2021, marking the 

closing of Leeds Town Hall for a major 

refurbishment and rebuild of the organ. Initially 

expected to reopen during 2023, it is now thought 

likely that Leeds Town Hall will not be available 

for concerts until later in 2024. The lack of 

appropriately sized venues in the city of Leeds 

gives a major headache for the planning of 

concerts and Trustees have opted on a number of 

occasions to make use of St Anne’s Cathedral in 

Leeds and the Bradford Cathedral for concerts. 

More recently Leeds Minster has also been used as 

a venue for the presentation of Handel’s Messiah. 

 

Meetings of the Music Programme Group also 

took place during the year to plan out future 

concert arrangements. In the current Covid 

circumstances and closure of Leeds Town Hall this 

has been quite difficult. A planned collaboration 

with the Huddersfield Choral Society to be 

undertaken in April 2022 performing Verdi 

Requiem to be conducted by David Hill was 

abandoned because of the uncertainties and a 

hoped for collaboration with the Sheffield 

Philharmonic Chorus in May 2022 to perform 

Walton’s Belshazzar’s Feast was also lost.  

 

It was disappointing that it was not possible to 

programme in our Music Director David Hill 

during this season to conduct a performance or 

give a workshop. This was rectified in the Season 

2022/23 when David was able to conduct the 

Chorus twice during the Season.  

 

The Chorus’s first performance in Bradford 

Cathedral marked a new venue for the Society. 

The manner in which the Cathedral staff supported 

the delivery of the concert was very much 

appreciated. The performance of the Brahms Ein 

Deutsches Requiem in Brahms own arrangement 

for two pianos, harp and timpani was a delight for 

all those who know and love the version with full 

orchestra. 

 

The Chorus was honoured to be asked to sing at 

the Beacon Lighting outside Leeds Municipal 

Buildings on Millennium Square for the Platinum 

Jubilee celebrations for Queen Elizabeth II, held 

on 2nd June 2022. 

 

Our Season finished with a concert given in the 

Priory Church at Bolton Abbey, where our 150th 

Anniversary Commission from Philip Wilby “At 

the round earth’s imagined corners” received its 

first performance. 

 

During the year the Society has been left a legacy 

in the Will of a former Singing member. The 

Society records its thanks to Maureen Cliff, whose 

legacy in excess of £56,000 was received. 

 

Legacies and gifts in Wills are an important part of 

the income of the Society and news is anticipated 

regarding further legacies of which we have been 

informed by Executors. 
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CONCERTS GIVEN DURING SEASON 2021/22 

Sunday October 31st 2021, Leeds Town Hall 
 

Gustav Mahler : Symphony No 2 
 
Orchestra of Opera North; 
Garry Walker-conductor; 
Leeds Philharmonic Chorus, Leeds Festival Chorus, Chorus of Opera North; 
Sophie Bevan: Soprano; 
Claudia Huckle – Mezzo-Soprano; 
 

Saturday 13th November 2021: St Anne’s Cathedral Leeds 
 

Herbert Howells: Hymn for St Cecila; 
Felix Mendelssohn: 6 Anthems; 
JS Bach: Cantata 140- Wachet Auf, ruft uns die Stimme; 
Eric Whitacre : Lux Aurumque; 
Eriks Esenvalds : Stars 
Arvo Part: Spiegel im Spiegel; 
Johannes Brahms: Geistliches Leid 

 
Leeds Philharmonic Chorus 
Joseph Judge – Conductor; 
Alexander Woodrow - Organ/Piano; 
Jack Greed - Violin; 
Isla McEwen – Soprano; 
James Berry - Baritone; 
 

Thursday 16th December 2021: Leeds Minster 6.30pm and 8.30pm 
 
LORD MAYOR’S CAROLS 
Leeds Philharmonic Chorus 
Darius Battiwalla and Joseph Judge Conductors; 
Rothwell Temperance Band; 
Alexander Woodrow – Organ; 
 

Saturday 18th December 2021: St Anne’s Cathedral, Leeds 
 
“In the stillness” – Carols at the Cathedral 

H Praetorius: In dulci jubilo; 
Sally Beamish: In the stillness; 
M Praetorius: A Great and Mighty wonder; 
F Mendelssohn: Im Advent and Weinachten; 
arr Ole Gjeilo: The Holly and the ivy; 
arr Wilcocks: Away in a manger; 
Eric Whitacre: Lux Aurumque; 
C Artley: Cradle Song; 
Gardener: Tomorrow shall be my dancing day; 
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CONCERTS GIVEN DURING SEASON 2021/22 

Arr wilcocks: Jingle Bells; 
H Darke: In the bleak mid-winter; 
Shaw: O Tannenbaum; 
arr Judge: Carol of the bells; 
J Rutter: Candlelight Carol; 
arr Wilcocks: O come all ye faithful; 
arr Warrell: A Merry Christmas; 

 
Leeds Philharmonic Chorus 
Joseph Judge -conductor; 
Edward Jones – Organ; 
 

Saturday 26th March 2022: Bradford Cathedral 
 
Johannes Brahms :  

Variations on a Theme by Haydn (St Anthony) Op56b; 
Ein Deutsches Requiem Op45; 

 
Leeds Philharmonic Chorus 
Joseph Judge – Conductor; 
Chris Pulleyn and Philip Voldman: Pianos 
Mark Concar - Timpani 
Georgina Wells - Harp; 
Graham McCusker – Baritone; 
Rachel Spiers – Soprano; 
 

Thursday 2nd June 2022 Leeds Millennium Square 
 
Queens Platinum Jubilee Beacon Lighting 
Commonwealth Song – “A Life Filled with Grace” Composed by Vincent Atueyi; Words by Lucy Kiely; 
Alan Horsey Conductor  
 

Thursday 16th June 2022; City Hall, Hull 
 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart:  

Ov. The Magic Flute 
Te Deum K141/66b; 
Requiem K626; 

 
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra 
Leeds Philharmonic Chorus 
Adrian Partington – Conductor 
Samantha Clarke – Soprano; 
Ema Nikolovska – Mezzo-Soprano; 
Liam Bonthrone – Tenor; 
Brian McAlea - Baritone 
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CONCERTS GIVEN DURING SEASON 2021/22 

Saturday 25th June 2022: Priory Church, Bolton Abbey 
 

John Rutter : Prayer for Ukraine; 
George Shearing: Songs and Sonnets; 
Russel Pascoe: “My love is like a red, red rose”; 
Kerry Andrew: “All things are quite silent”; 
Eriks Esenvalds: Stars; 
John Rutter: Five traditional Songs; 
Philip Wilby: 150th Anniversary Commission- “At the Round Earths Imagined Corners” 
Anne Henshaw: Shakespeare Pieces; 
Randall Thompson: The Pasture; 
Randall Thompson: “Choose Something like a star”. 

 
Leeds Philharmonic Chorus 
Joseph Judge – Conductor; 
Alan Horsey - Organ/Piano 
 

 

PART TWO: 

TRUSTEES REPORT FOR 2022/23 
 
This part of the Annual Review provides 

information regarding the work of the Trustees and 

the Society in the last calendar year. 

 
TRUSTEES 2022/23 
 

At the AGM held on 19th May 2022, 10 of the12 

Trustees positions were taken up. Those of Income 

Generation Manager, and Tour Manager did not 

attract applications. As a Society we are dependent 

upon Members stepping up to the mark to take 

responsibility and help run the Society.  

 

The new Chair, Ruth Shann, has led the Society 

through difficult times and we are very grateful to 

her for her insights and management.  

  

During 2022/23, all Trustee’s meetings were held 

using Zoom conferencing software.  Nine (9) 

meetings were held during the year during which 

Trustees have grappled with the issues surrounding 

Covid Secure rehearsals, the selection of a new 

rehearsal venue, and ongoing issues relating to the 

Governance of the Society. 

 

Attendance of individual Trustees is shown below:  

 

ROLE Trustee No. 

Chair Ruth Shann 8/9 

Secretary Philip Ratcliffe 9/9 

Treasurer Andrew Straton 8/9 

Membership 

Manager 
Jill Foalks 9/9 

Concert 

Manager 
David Lunn 8/9 

Music 

Programme 

Manager 

David Jackson 8/9 

Marketing 

Manager 
Penny Dean 9/9 

Income 

Generation 

Manager 

Vacant - 

Tour 

Manager 
Vacant - 

Trustee 

without 

Portfolio 

Rowena Herbert 7/9 

Trustee 

without 

Portfolio 

Lewis Hemingway 7/9 
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ROLE Trustee No. 

Trustee 

without 

Portfolio 

Anne Prinn  

 

7/9 

 
ORGANISATIONAL REVIEW 
 
Trustees have been aware for some time that whilst 

Members of the Society are really supportive and 

keen to be involved in specific projects and tasks 

the role of “Trustee and Manager” is far less 

attractive. Trustees have been exploring ways in 

which the governance of the Charity that is the 

Leeds Philharmonic Society (CIO) may be 

undertaken whilst also managing the day-to-day 

affairs of the chorus. Current Board meetings 

occasionally get bogged down in the minutiae of 

day-to-day activities rather than considering the 

overall strategic direction and overall Governance.  

 

The way in which Trustees are manging this is to 

initially break the link between being a Trustee and 

delivering a particular service. The Constitution 

does not specify that Managers should be Trustees. 

This has developed as a convention over the years 

but is formalised in the Business Plan, which 

Trustees prepare. Whilst the Chair, Secretary and 

Treasurer will remain as named Trustee positions, 

to be agreed by the AGM, and up to 9 other 

Trustees will also be elected at the AGM. Service 

managers will not be appointed by the AGM, but 

rather by Trustees elected at the AGM. Services 

will not necessarily have to be provided by Elected 

Trustees. The Year 2023/24 should be regarded as 

an experimental transitional year and further work 

will be needed to ensure clarity of governance and 

operational efficiency. 

 
 

 
 
ONGOING CLOSURE OF LEEDS TOWN 
HALL 
 
As Members will know the Leeds Town Hall is 

currently undergoing major refurbishment work. It 

is now likely that the Town Hall will not re-open 

until Spring 2025. This gives ongoing challenges 

to concert planning. However, we have secured a 

collaboration with the Halifax Choral Society for a 

major concert in November 2023. 

 
THANKS  
 
The Society is very grateful to our Chorus Master, 

Joseph Judge and Accompanist, Alan Horsey, for 

their work during the season coaching to Chorus to 

deliver high standard performances. 

The Society is also deeply grateful to David Hill 

for his continued leadership as Music Director and 

for the concerts he has concerted during the year., 

both in Leeds and at Durham. 

 

All Trustees work hard on their respective 

portfolios but a special mention and thanks to Jill 

Foalks who has kept Members engaged and 

informed by the weekly production of the 

“Keeping in Touch” newsletter, managing the 

weekly rehearsals at the College and facilitating 

the Come and Sing Day in June 2023. All 

Members are very grateful to her for her work. Jill 

is stepping down as Membership Manager and as a 

Trustee at this year’s Annual General Meeting 

 

Finally, thanks must be given to our Members, 

both singing and non-singing, for their on-going 

support, patience and commitment to the Society.  

 

 

 

CONCERTS GIVEN DURING 2023/23 

Saturday 26th November 2022: St Anne’s Cathedral Leeds 
 
               John Rutter - Requiem 
               Gabriel Faure – Requiem 
 
Leeds Philharmonic Chorus 
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CONCERTS GIVEN DURING 2023/23 

David Hill – Conductor 
Thomas Leech – Organ 
Soprano – Rachel Spiers 
Baritone – David Cane 
Harp – Georgina Wells 
Violin – Alison Major 
Oboe – Catherine Hicks 
Flute – Louise Evans 
Cello – Sally Ladds 
Timpani – Mark Concar 
Glockenspiel – Polly McMillan 

 
Thursday 15th December 2022: Leeds Minster 
Lord Mayor’s Carols 
Leeds Philharmonic Chorus 
Joseph Judge and Darius Battiwalla Conductors; 
Alexander Woodrow – Organ 
Rothwell Temperance Band 

 
Saturday 4th March 2023: Bradford Cathedral 
 
               Leonard Bernstein – Chichester Psalms 
               Eric Whitacre - Cloudburst 
               Russell Pascoe – Secular Requiem 
 
Leeds Philharmonic Chorus 
Joseph Judge – Conductor; 
Neil Taylor – Organ; 
Mezzo Soprano – Julianne Coates 
Baritone – Graham McCusker 
Treble – Rhys Smouse 
Harp – Georgina Wells 
Hand Bells – Roger Lazenby 
Percussion – Mark Concar 

 
Saturday 1st April 2023: Leeds Minster 
 
               Georg Frederik Handel – Messiah 
 
Skipton Camerata 
Joseph Judge – Conductor 
Alan Horsey – Harpsichord 
Chris Hughes – Organ 
Soprano – Imogen Creedy 
Mezzo Soprano – Camilla Seale 
Tenor – Henry Strutt 
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CONCERTS GIVEN DURING 2023/23 

Baritone – Jonty Ward 

 
Sunday 14th May 2023: Rob Borrow Marathon, Parkinson Steps, Leeds University; 
 
Alan Horsey -Conductor 
               Lennon/McCartney – I Will 
               Thomas Morley  - Sing we and chant it 
               Thomas Morley – Now is the month of maying 
               Anon Spanish – Ay, linda amiga 
               King Henry VIII – Pastime with good company 
               Traditional – Ilkley Moor Song 
               Vaughan Williams – Linden Lea 
               Richard Rodgers – My Favourite Things 

 
Saturday 20th May 2023: Durham Cathedral 
 
               Joseph Haydn – Mass No 11 in D minor Missa in Angustiis “Nelson Mass” 
               Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart – Requiem 
 
Durham Choral Society Orchestra 
Leeds Philharmonic Chorus  
Durham Choral Society 
David Hill and Mike Summers, Conductors 
Soprano - C. Elizabeth Woods; 
Mezzo Soprano – Camilla Seale; 
Tenor - Ben Thapa; 
Bass – Timothy Nelson  

 

Saturday 24th June 2023: St George’s Church, Great George Street, Leeds 
 
               Come and Sing – Joseph HAYDN Creation 
 
Leeds Philharmonic Chorus 
Workshop to be led by Torri Longden 

 
 
 

FUTURE CONCERT PLANS FOR 2023/24 
 
 
SUNDAY 5th NOVEMBER 2023: Collaboration with Halifax Choral Society 
Victoria Theatre, Halifax: MENDELSSOHN : ELIJAH. Conducted by Darius Battiwalla 
 
SATRUDAY 2nd DECEMBER 2023: Recital of choral works associated with Christmas 
 
THURSDAY 14th DECEMBER 2023 LEEDS MINSTER 
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LORD MAYOR’S CAROLS; 
 
SATURDAY 16th March 2024: Venue to be agreed 
JS Bach Magnificat; GF Handel Dettingen Te Deum; 
 
SATURDY 22nd JUNE 2024: The Priory Church, Bolton Abbey 
Works to be performed under consideration 
 
Philip Ratcliffe (Honorary Secretary), for and on behalf of the Trustees of the 

Leeds Philharmonic Society (CIO) 

Charity Number 1162999 

7 West Royd Villas 

HALIFAX  

HX1 3LS 

secetary@leedsphil.com 

mailto:secetary@leedsphil.com





























































