
Chairman’s annual report – Richard Evans  

Well, that’s another year gone by, my first full year as Chair, and I have to say I’ve learned a lot more about 
the “workings” of the association and the village generally over this time.   
Most of it positive with a few wrinkles here and there, like most of us!!   
On the “Wrinkles” side, just to get them out of the way we have had some issues with the building services, 
Solar Panel Inverter malfunction, we had assumed our 10-year guarantee would deal with but surprise, 
surprise it didn’t appear to apply, our thanks to Jon Godfrey who knows about these things, he stepped in 
and agreed a compromise repair.   
Boiler/Heating system motorised valve issue, again we had assumed guaranteed but no! So again, we had to 
negotiate a compromise to keep the system going last spring, we now have another boiler issue which is 
currently being argued about!   
Electrical work is now needed and we are considering some improvements which should help us in the long 
term.   
With the help of Steve Oliver, we are really getting up-to-date with the ongoing property and maintenance 
issues.   
The Bar extension project has not progressed as quickly as expected but we do now have some “working” 
plans drawn up ready to consult with contractors, so watch this space!   
There have been one or two “troublesome” bookings raising complaints from our neighbours and damage at 
the Hall, we have managed our way out of these situations but remain thankful to our neighbours for their 
patience and understanding.   
We are most fortunate to have this property, as I mentioned at the Big Thankyou evening a great deal of 
work was done by our forebears so we owe it to them to keep it up and used as much as possible.   
On the positive side, I understand that the Hall hirings are standing up well, both one offs and regular 
although there does seem to be fewer enquiries for private parties, maybe a sign of the times! We are, as you 
know keen for the facility to be used and seen as a valuable Community Asset.   
Our thanks go to our office staff who handle the bookings and encourage users to make use of the brilliant 
facilities that we have. We welcome Isobel to the Team.   
Our new treasurer Angela has now been in place for the year; we thank her for the tremendous amount of 
work she has completed on our behalf.   
We are most fortunate to have three Sectional Organisations Short Mat Bowls, Choir and Drama who not only 
provide regular events here but also contribute significant funds.   
We rely on the room fees together with fund raising activities to provide us with the income to meet the 
ever-increasing cost of running the hall and the community work so, are really grateful to our regular 
volunteers for giving of their free time, without whom we would not be able to continue.   
Again, as mentioned at the Big Thankyou evening we have a huge bank of volunteers but it appears that most 
of the work is undertaken by the same people, so please if you are able and available please do contact us 
and “book in” to help, we need more so by giving a little from time-to-time we can spread the load. You never 
know you might enjoy it and even make some new friends.   
Our thanks go to the Fund-Raising team with Liz James as leader, they manage to come up with some great 
new ideas which have proven not only enjoyable but profitable helping with our finances.   
During the past year we have had events such as the Spring Ball, Burns night, Music events including Motown 
and Beatles plus Jazz and Big Band evenings, also continuing the ever-popular Quiz and Cinema nights Flea, 
Craft and Christmas markets.   
The 2024 festival proved really popular with a wide variety of events to enjoy.   
For the coming year we have already had a most successful Fashion Show and Quiz and are looking forward 
to more Music nights, a Nashville Night being planned together with a Festive Ball. A Race night and the 
popular Bingo nights are also being investigated. Keep your eye on the adverts and “What’s on” 
publications.   
We do have a regular Café alongside many of our other events and our thanks to Chris Essex and his teams of 
helpers and bakers, if you haven’t experienced his bacon rolls do come in next time you will not be 
disappointed (Veggie option available!)   



On the “community” front we do have regular Afternoon Tea and Coffee Club events run by the two groups 
headed by Julia Chandler and Fiona Bell, so please make use of their hospitality, I’m told their cakes are 
delicious.   
Again, on the Community side there were a huge number of residents who generously hosted our Ukrainian 
visitors, most are now in their own accommodation but their hosts are still providing them with support and 
assistance, we are also helping when there is a need through our own “help hub.”   
This hub is still active and available to residents with funds available through the local schools and the 
Citizens Advice who hold our funds specifically for use in the BS31 3 area. So, if you know of anyone struggling 
and think they need help get them to contact CA in Bath.   
The various clubs and associations who use the hall will I’m sure welcome new members so look in the SCAN 
Magazine to see what’s on and get in touch, again take advantage of what they offer.   
Talking of SCAN magazine our grateful thanks to Tina Easterford who puts together each edition, sells the 
advertising and to Jenny Herring who coordinates the distribution to all houses in Saltford and some to our 
neighbours in Keynsham. On that front if you know of any advertisers who can help, please contact Tina with 
details.   
We continue to support local groups and clubs making the Hall available for sports such as Badminton and 
Short Mat Bowls, Whist and Scrabble as well as including other organisations such as the Share and Repair 
Café, Book Clubs, Crafts, Flower/Plant organisations and of course music and singing, we also hold craft and 
flea markets on a regular basis.   
We have recently received enquiries about forming a Chess club and a Table Tennis group so, if you are 
interested do, please let us know.   
On the education and training side the Hall is used by toddler and similar groups, also for training in First Aid 
and other skills, fitness and well-being features very regularly and of course it is used for Blood Doner 
sessions and when required a Polling Station.   
The Hall rooms can be adapted for very many uses, so we encourage enquiries and try to accommodate as 
many as we can.   
The Post Office/Library Hub which is currently under the wing of the SCA is seeing some changes, as they are 
now a proven business the SCA has been released from the Lease Guarantee for their premises and they are 
now applying to become a stand-alone Charity in their own right. There are some changes in personnel too 
following David Halton standing down and Jim Hughes taking over, our thanks for all the work, David and his 
team have put in to establish this most popular community asset.   
The ”work” of the SCA and Village Hall continues apace; we are most fortunate to have this asset which plays 
its role on continuing the Community Spirit and well-being within the Village.   

 
Questions were invited from the floor, there were none.  

 


















































































