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Bolton Adult Autism Support 

Trustees’ Annual Report for the Year Ended 31st October 2024 
 

 
Structure, Governance and management 
The Charity is governed by its Constitution, adopted on 26 th November 2014, as amended on 
30 th November 2016. 
 
It is a registered charity, as defined by the Charities Act 2005. 
 
Trustees are volunteers from the local community, chosen for their particular skills relative to the 
objects of the Charity. 
 
The officers meet on a regular basis to progress the objects of the Charity. 
 
Objectives and activities 
1. To promote and protect the physical and mental health of people with Autism Spectrum 
Conditions (ASCs), their families and carers in Bolton and the surrounding areas, through the 
provision of support, education and practical advice, including the relief of poverty and distress. 
 
2. To advance the education of the general public in all areas relating to Autism Spectrum 
Conditions (ASCs). 
 
Statement of Public Benefit 
In planning our activities for the period, we kept in mind the Charity Commission’s guidance on 
public benefit at our Trustee meetings. The main activities are to improve the social 
connectedness and wellbeing of autistic adults and their carers through group events, life skills 
sessions and a befriending service, as well as to assist in the application and appeals of 
disability welfare benefits. 
 
Reserves Policy 
The Charity aims to build up unrestricted and cash reserves to enable it to expand its activities 
both in Bolton and the surrounding area. We aim to hold free cash reserves equivalent to six 
months operational expenses, currently £30,000. 
 
 
Structure, governance and management 
 
Organisational structure 
Bolton Adult Autism Support is a registered charity. We are governed by our Constitution. The 
governing documents instruct the Trustees to act in a way to promote the objects of the charity. 
The Service Manager is the Designated Safeguarding Lead and the Safeguarding Policy is 
attached with this report. 
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Decision making 
The board of Trustees delegate the day-to-day operational running of BAAS to the Service 
Manager and relevant staff. 
 
Trustee recruitment 
Trustee vacancies are advertised publicly and applicants are invited to contact the Chair of 
Trustees for an informal conversation before applying. Once an application is submitted, 
following a meeting with the chairman and approval from the board they will be invited to attend 
a meeting. Their formal appointment as either a trustee or co-opted member will be voted on at 
the next trustee meeting. 
 
Those appointed as a Trustee during the year will have to stand down at the AGM and be 
formally appointed by members. 
 
Trustee induction and training 
Once appointed, Trustees will be issued with a welcome pack including their responsibilities as 
a Trustee and a role description. They will get a tour of the organisation; an overview of services 
delivered and meet the staff team. They will be allocated a &#39;buddy&#39; Trustee who will 
oversee their induction. The Chairman will make arrangements to support any identified training 
needs and will be available to discuss the role as required. 
 
Remuneration 
The board of Trustees along with the Service Manager, are responsible for directing, controlling, 
running and operating the charity on a daily basis. All Trustees give their time freely, any 
expenses related to the duties carried out by Trustees and related party transactions are listed 
in the notes to the accounts. In this reporting period, no Trustee received remuneration, there 
were no Trustee expenses or related party transactions. Staff pay is set and reviewed by 
Trustees, taking advice from external sources. 
 
Financial Results 
Income in the year was £71,885 (2023 £48,605), the increase due to successful fund raising in 
anticipation of the increase in staff, moving office and expansion of our services. 
Expenditure on Charitable Activities increased from £13,808 to £33,701 due to the expansion in 
service and events provided to our beneficiaries. 
 
Administrative Expenses at £37,104 (2023 £5,018) recognise the costs associated with the 
move to larger premises. 
 
Resulting deficit of (£1,195) (2023 surplus £28,225) is divided between Restricted funds 
deficit (£3,450) (2023 surplus £26,057) and Unrestricted funds surplus £2,255(2023 £2,168). At 
the year-end the Unrestricted Fund balance is £22,304 (2023 £20,049), the Restricted Fund 
£32,030(2023 £35,480). 
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Trustees’ responsibilities in relation to the Financial Statements 
 

The Charity Trustees are responsible for preparing a Trustees Annual Report and financial 
statements in accordance with applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards 
(United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice). 
 
The law applicable to Charities in England and Wales requires Trustees to prepare financial 
statements for each financial year which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the 
Charity and of the incoming resources and application of resources of the Charity for that 
period. In preparing the financial statements the trustees are required to; 
 

●​ Select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently 
●​ Observe the methods and principles in the applicable Charities SORP 
●​ Make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent 
●​ State whether applicable accounting standards have been followed subject to any 

material departures disclosed in the financial statements and 
●​ Prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to 

presume that the charity will continue in operation 
 
The Trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records which disclose with 
reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the Charity and to enable them to 
ensure that the financial statements comply with the Charities Act 2016 the applicable Charities 
(Accounts and Reports) Regulations, and the provisions of the Trust Deed. The Trustees are 
also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the Charity and for taking reasonable steps for 
the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities. 
 
Approval 
 
The report was approved by the Trustees on XX January 2025 and is signed on their behalf by 
 
 
Signed​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Chair 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Roselle Gorman 
 
Date 
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Independent Examiner’s Report 
 
To the Trustees of Bolton Adult Autism Support 
 

I have examined the accounts of Bolton Adult Autism Support for the year ended 31st October 2024 
which comprise the Receipts and Payments Statement, Balance Sheet, and related notes. These 
accounts have been prepared in accordance with the accounting policies set out in Note 1 to the 
accounts. 
 
Respective Responsibilities of Trustees and Examiner 
 

The charity’s trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the 
Charities Statement of Recognised Practice and for being satisfied that the accounts give a true and 
fair view. My responsibility is to examine the accounts in accordance with the Directions given by the 
Charity Commission for England and Wales and to report my/our findings to you. 
 
Basis of Opinion 
 

My examination was conducted in accordance with the Directions of the Charity Commission for 
England and Wales and in compliance with the Code of Practice on the Examination of Charities 
Accounts. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a 
comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any 
unusual items or disclosures in the accounts and seeking explanations from trustees concerning any 
such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an 
audit and consequently, I do not express an audit opinion on the accounts. 
 

 

Matters on which I am required to report by exception: 
 
I note that it has not been possible to establish the allocation of the opening balance between 
Unrestricted and Restricted funds. A reasonable estimate has been made, and my report Is not 
qualified by this omission. 
 
I have nothing to report in respect of the matters specified by the Directions of the Charity 
Commission for England and Wales in respect of reporting by exception. 
 
(Signature of the Independent Examiner) 
 
(Name of the Independent Examiner) 
 
Position, if applicable, e.g., Chartered Accountant, Certified Public Accountant 
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Bolton Adult Autism Support 

Statement of Financial Activities for the Year Ended 31st October 2024 
 

Receipts & Payment 
Account 

   2024   2023 

 Notes Unrestricted Restricted Total Unrestricted Restricted Total 

  £ £ £ £ £ £ 

Income        

Charitable Grants 3 5,126 63,507 68,633 2,130 44,883 47,013 

Donations & Fundraising 4 3,159 - 3,159 1,592 - 1,592 

Bank Interest Received  93  93    

Total Income  8,378 63,507 71,885 3,722 44,883 48,605 

        

Expenditure        

Charitable Activities 5 839 32,862 33,701 - 13,808 13,808 

Administrative Activities 6 5,205 31,899 37,104 1,307 5,018 6,415 

Governance Costs 7 - 2,275 2,275 157 - 157 

Total Expenditure  6,044 67,036 73,080 1,554 18,826 20,380 

        

Transfer  (79) 79     

Surplus of Income over 
Expenditure 

 2,255 (3450) (1,195) 2,168 26,057 28,225 

        

Balances Brought 
Forward 

 20,049 35,480 55,529 17,881  
9,423 

27,304 

        

Balances Carried Forward  22,304 32,030 54,334 20,049 35,480 55,529 
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Bolton Adult Autism Support 

Balance Sheet at 31st October 2024 
 
 

  Notes 2024   2023 

   £   £ 

Current Assets       

Bank Deposit Account   30,093    

Bank Current Account   25,849   55,529 

Petty Cash   130    

       

Current Liabilities       

Creditors  10 (1,738)    

Net Current Assets       

       

Total Assets   54,334   55,529 

       

Represented By       

Unrestricted Funds - general  9 22,304   20,049 

       

Restricted Funds  9 32,030   35,480 

       

Total Funds   54,334   55,529 

 
 
Signed​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Chairman 
 
 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Treasurer 
Date  
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Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31st October 2024 

 
 

1. Principal accounting policies 
 

The principal accounting policies are summarised below:- 
 
a) Basis of Preparation 
 

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with Accounting and Reporting 
by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their 
accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and 
Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) (effective 1 January 2015) - (Charities SORP (FRS 102)), the 
Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) and the 
Charities Act 2011. 
Bolton Adult Autism Support meets the definition of a public benefit entity under FRS 102. 
Assets and liabilities are initially recognised at historical cost or transaction value unless 
otherwise stated in the relevant accounting policy note(s). 
The financial statements have been prepared to give a ‘true and fair’ view and have departed 
from the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 only to the extent required 
to provide a ‘true and fair view’. This departure has involved following the Accounting and 
Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing 
their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and 
Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) issued on 16 July 2014 rather than the Accounting and Reporting 
by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice effective from 1 April 2005 which has since 
been withdrawn. 
 

General Information 
 

Bolton Adult Autism Support is a registered charity and is non-profit making. It is incorporated 
in the United Kingdom. 
 

Principal Activity 
 

To promote and protect the physical and mental health of people with Autism Spectrum 
Conditions (ASCs), their families and carers in Bolton and the surrounding areas, through the 
provision of support, education and practical advice, including the relief of poverty and distress. 
 
To advance the education of the general public in all areas relating to Autism Spectrum 
Conditions (ASCs). 
 
Notes to the Financial Statements continued  
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b) Fund Accounting 
 

a.​ Unrestricted funds are available for use at the discretion of the trustees in furtherance of 
the general objectives of the charity. 

b.​ Designated funds are funds set aside by the trustees out of unrestricted general funds 
for specific future purposes or projects. 

c.​ Restricted funds are subject to restrictions on their expenditure imposed by the donor or 
through the terms of an appeal. 

 
c) Preparation of the accounts on a going concern basis 
 

The financial statements have been prepared under the under the historic cost convention and 
going concern basis. The trustees have carried out a review of the charity’s cash flow and 
resources and are confident that the charity is able to meet its liabilities as they fall due for a 
period of at least one year from the date of approval of the financial statements. 
 
d) Income 
 

Income is recognised when it is received. 
 
e) Expenditure 
 

All expenditure has been reflected in the Statement of Financial Activities on an accrual basis. 
Expenditure is recognised where there is a legal or constructive obligation to make payments to 
third parties, it is probable that the settlement will be required and the amount of the obligation 
can be measured reliably. 
 
Expenditure is classified under the following activity headings: 
 

●​ Costs of raising funds comprise fundraising expenses 
●​ Charitable expenditure comprises those costs incurred by the charity in the delivery of its 

activities and services for its beneficiaries. It includes those costs that can be allocated 
directly to such activities and those costs of an indirect nature necessary to support 
them. 

●​ Administrative expense records the costs of supporting the delivery of services. 
 
f) Allocation of support and governance costs 
 

Support costs have been allocated between governance costs and other support costs. 
Governance costs comprise all costs involving the public accountability of the charity and its 
compliance with regulation and good practice. These costs include costs related to statutory 
audit and legal and professional fees together and are included within charitable expenditure. 
 
Notes to the Financial Statements continued 
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g) Fixed Assets 
 

Fixed assets that are funded by grants are expensed when the assets are acquired in the year 
of acquisition. 
 
h) Cash at bank and in hand 
 

Cash at bank and cash in hand includes cash and short term highly liquid investments with a 
short maturity of three months or less from the date of acquisition or opening of the deposit or 
similar account. 
 
i) Financial Instruments 
 

The charity only has financial assets and financial liabilities of a kind that qualify as basic 
financial instruments. Basic financial instruments are initially recognised at transaction value 
and subsequently measured at their settlement value. 
 
j) Taxation 
 

The company is a registered charity whose charitable activities are fully exempt from United 
Kingdom Corporation Tax and Capital Gains Tax. 
 
k) Operating Leases 
 

Rentals payable under operating leases are expensed as expenditure is incurred. 
 
l) Pensions 
 

The charity operates a defined contribution pension scheme. The pension costs charged in 
the financial statements represent the contributions payable by the company during the year 
ended 31st October 2024. 
 
m) Donated Goods and Services 
 

- Financial donations are accepted in line with our gift and donation acceptance policies, and 
recorded when received. 
 

- Gifts in kind, including retail premises, are not included in the financial statements, but where 
appropriate are mentioned in the Annual Report. 
 
 
Notes to the Financial Statements continued 
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2. Critical accounting judgements and key sources of estimation uncertainty 
 

In applying the charity’s accounting policies, the Trustees are required to make judgements, on 
the treatment of expenditure The Trustees’ judgements, estimates and assumptions are based 
on the best and most reliable evidence available at the time when the decisions are made, and 
are based on historical experience and other factors that are considered to be applicable. Due 
to the inherent subjectivity involved in making such judgements, estimates and assumptions, the 
actual results and outcomes may differ. 
 

The estimates and underlying assumptions are reviewed on an ongoing basis. Revisions to 
accounting estimates are recognised in the period in which the estimate is revised, if the 
revision affects only that period, or in the period of the revision and future periods, if the revision 
affects both current and future periods. 
 
Critical accounting judgements 
The critical accounting judgements that the Trustees have made in the process of applying the 
charity’s accounting policies that have the most significant effect on the amounts recognised in 
the statutory financial statements are discussed below. 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes to the Financial Statements continued 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       30 



Bolton Adult Autism Support 
Trustees’ Annual Report for the Year Ended 31st October 2024 

 

3. Charitable Grants Received 
 

 2024 2023 

Restricted Income £ £ 

National Lottery RC 35,408 33,831 

National Lottery AWA 20,000 - 

Bolton Fund 5,000 - 

Charity Services Grant 3,000 3,000 

Bolton Xmas Fund 99 - 

CRH Charitable Trust - 6,365 

East Lancs Masonic Society - 1,687 
   

Unrestricted Income   

Sir James & Lady Scott Trust 3,000 - 

Eric Wright Charitable Trust 1,000 - 

Asda 626 - 

PPL 500 - 

Manchester Guardian Society - 2,000 

Bolton Community Voluntary Services - 1,300 

Total Unrestricted 5,126 2,130 
 

4. Donations, Fundraising and Gifts Received 
 

 2024 2023 

 £ £ 

Fundraising and Donations Received 3,159 842 

Manchester Metropolitan University - 750 

Total 3,159 1,592 
 
 
 

Notes to the Financial Statements continued 
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5. Analysis of expenditure on charitable activities 
 

 Unrestricted Restricted Total Total 

   2024 2023 

 £ £ £ £ 

Staff Costs - 31,287 31,287 13,971 

Event Costs 545 108 653 - 

Volunteer Expenses 294 1,467 1,761 1,054 

Total 838 32,862 33,701 15,033 
 

6. Administrative Costs 
 

 Unrestricted Restricted Total Total 

   2024 2023 

 £ £ £ £ 

Building Running Costs 2,441 5,178 7,619 3,007 

Staff Costs - 14,295 14,295 1,397 

Legal Costs 1,000 3,415 4,415 - 

Office Costs 268 4,446 4,714 767 

Insurance & Payroll Costs - 781 781 697 

IT & Software 1,496 3,704 5,200 - 

Website - 80 80 547 

Total 5,205 31,899 37,104 6,415 
 

7. Governance Costs 
 

 Unrestricted Restricted 2024 Unrestricted 2023 

 £ £ £ £ £ 

Independent Accountants Fee - 2,160 2,160 - - 

Meeting Expenses - 115 115 157 157 

Total - 2,275 2,275 - 157 
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8. Employment Costs 
 

 2024 2023 

 £ £ 

Staff Salaries 44,265 13,971 

Pension Costs 1056 - 

 
9. Analysis of Charitable Funds 
 

 At 1st    At 31st 

 November 2023    October 2024 

Restricted Funds Brought Forward Income Expenditure Transfers  

 £ £ £ £ £ 

National Lottery RC 24,298 35,408 (46,272) - 14,064 

CRH Charitable Trust 6,365 - (4,825) - 1,540 

Charity Services Grant 2,500 3,000 (3,201) - 2,299 

ELMC 1,687 - (1,766) 79 - 

National Lottery AWA - 20,000 (8,285) - 11,715 

Bolton Fund - 5,000 (2,588) - 2,412 

Bolton Xmas Fund - 99 (99) - - 

Total 35,480 63,507 67,036 79 32,030 
      

Unrestricted Funds      

General  20,049 8,285 (6,044) (79) 22,211 

Total 55,529 71,792 (73,080) - 54,241 

 
 
 
Notes to the Financial Statements continued 
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10. Creditors 
 

 2024 2023 

 £ £ 

PAYE Due 369 - 

Pension Due 169 - 

Accrued Expenses 1,200 - 

Total 1,738 - 

 
 
11. Fund Analysis 
 

  2024   2023  

 Unrestricted Restricted Total Unrestricted Restricted Total 

 £ £ £ £ £ £ 

Current Assets 22,240 32,030 54,270 20,049 35,480 55,529 
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