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TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT
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The trustees present their report and the unaudited financial statements of the charity for the year ended 91
December 2022.
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veer ended 31m December 2022

Strwture, Purpose and Activities

Cowbridge Music Festival is registered as a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIOj (Registered charity No.

1162324).The objects as stated in its governing document, and for which the charity was established, are 'to

educate the public in the appreciation of music and other arts, principally by arranging an annual festival'.

The festival is held over two weeks in the autumn and consisu af main evening concerts, mncerts for young

musldans, a family mncert and an outreach programme for schools and care homes throughout the Vale of
Glamorgan and Bridgend. In 2017the Festival Fringe was started to take the fesrival out of the main venues and

to involve more local music groups.

The trustees are aware of their responsibilities in ensuring that the festival delivers identifiable benefits to the
pubgc In accord with established objectives and permitted activities. we refer to the guidance mntained In the

Charity Commission's general guidance on public ben efit when reviewing our aims and objectives.

The festival has as a priority the aim to remove barriers, perceived and real, preventing the participation in and

the enjoyment of music. It aims to engage the mmmunity as a whole. With public accessibility to the concerts

greatly in mind, provision is made for the elderly, the disabled and those of limited means. Particular Im parts nce

is attached to giving encouragement and opportunities to young musicians, from the very young to those at the

beginning of their careers in music

As reported in 2021, Mary Elliott-Rose, who founded the festival in 2010, stepped dawn from the artistic

directorship and became Chair of the Board of Trustees. The present artistic directors, Rosalind Ventris and Dr

Joseph Fort, answerable to the Board, warn appointed in March 2021. No further changes to the festival's

structure and management were made in 2022.
The Trustees are aware af Pubgc Benefit pmvisions of the Charities Act 2011 and of the guidance on them

published by the charity commission. They are satisfied that the objects of the Charity and the activities of the

Charity are within the definitions of Charitable Purposes as set down in the Act.

Achievements and Perfonnance

The festival opened on Friday 1azh september. Violinist Elena Urioste and pianist Tom poster set the stage in

Holy Cross Church, mmbinlng sonatas by Mozart and Faurd with an eclectic range of music from their acclaimed

UriPostelukegax album. In a new development for the festival, the BBC remrded this concert for broadcast in

December 2022 on Radio 3. later that evening, cellist laura van der Heijden inaugurated the festivars 'By

Candlelight' late-night series.

At the United Free Church on Saturday afternoon, Kizzy Crawford made her Cowbridge debut with her unique

brand of soul-folk jazz, including her own Welsh4anguage compositions. Returning to Holy Cross, the

Kaleidoscope Chamber Collective (induding the festival's Artistic Director Rosalind Ventrlsj performed piano

quartets by Fanny Mendelemhn, Mozart and Dvorak, also recorded by BBC Radio 3.Sunday saw the start of the

festival fringe, with accomplished local jazz musician sarah lvleek performing in the bar at The Bear Hotel. tater

that day, CMps Assodate Artist, welsh pianist U(jr Williams, presented a wide-ranging programme, again

recorded by BBC Radio 3, that taok its inspiration from Baridk's first visit to Wales a century ago, .
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On Monday there was a brief pause in the festival activities as we marked the State Funeral of the late Queen.

Tuesday saw our second fringe Jazz event, welcoming back Ines Castillo and Pedro Asencio, this time for a Jazz

dinner. On Wednesday we moved over to the Town Hall, where two leading proponents of Afghan music,

Saphwet Simab and Shahbaz Hussein, gave a performance of music for rubab and table. Working with local

authorities, we were delighted to welcome a number of local Afghan refugees to this cence rL This year's Young

Artists' Recital featured Welsh violinist Charlie Lovell-Jones and pianist Ariel Lanyi. Their programme induded

sonates by Beethoven, Grleg and Debussy, as well as Charlie's own beautiful arrangement of Bugeillo'r Gwenith

Gwyn.

On the final weekend Welsh-Ukrainian soprano Natalya Romaniw and pianist Michael Pollock gave a warmly

received performance of music by Rachmaninov, JanSEek, Rimsky-Korsakov and others, and the semnd By

Candlelight Concert featured Welsh harpist Gwenllian Ifyr. Saturday morning saw our second ever toddler-

oriented concert, with recent RWCMD graduates, the Ivy Clarinet Quartet, and the

afternoon

began with a new

'Come and Sing' event, in which local singers came together to sing Rachmaninofrs All-Night Vigil. The Choir of
King's College landon (conducted by festival'Artistic Director Joseph Fort) then gave the evening concert,

starting with the 2022 festival commission, Gohaith, by Derri Joseph Lewis, followed by a complete perfonnance

of the Rachmaninoff.

The final day began at Cowbridge Comprehensive School theatre with a family conceit performed by our long-

term partners Children's Musical Adventures, in which the wizard Merlin went on an adventure in search of a

lost Welsh song. The afternoon then saw Holy cross church full for a festival Evensong, sung by members of the

Choir of Ieng's College London. We then returned to the school theatre, where the acdaimed Darius Brubeik

Quartet brought the festival to a rousing dose.

Alongside these concerts and fringe activities, the festivars ongoing outreach programme continued, with five

days of workshops at local primary schools reaching around 1„000pupils. Festival musicians visited six care

homes in the area. bringing live music to members of the local community whom it might not otherwise reach.

With audience numbem returning towards 2019 levels and considerable enthusiasm expressed among

attendees, the message from the 2022 is clear. there is real need and desire for live music in Cowbridge, and

the festival Is widely seen as the vehicle for providing this. As such, we look forward to 2023 and to the years

ahead with hope and exdtement.

Financial Review

The festival was once again strongly supported by the Arts Coun dl of Wales, a grant of E30,000 being made, of

whirr E27,000 was received in 2022'(A final payment from 2021 of f1707 was also received). Sponsorship by

local businesses remained largely at the pre-pandemic level while grants from trusts and foundations were

greater by SBN compared with the 2019 level. With the ever-Increasing popularity of the Friends' Association

the festival's finances were greatly strengthened by members' subscriptions.

The success of the funding enabled the festival to finance sixteen concerts alongside the Festival Frlrige and a

highly successful schools outreach and care home programme of activities. With audiences returning, ticket

sales showed a strong post-pandemic rerxwery. falling only a little short of the 2019 figure.
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With income from ag sources amounting to 666,662 and expenditure to 681,077, cash reserves were increased

by 67 605 above the 2021 level to 628456, a strong position from which to launch the 2025 festival and fulfil

our obligations and ambitions for the benefit of the communhy.

Volunteers

The Trustees are heavily indebted to the 25 volunteers who distribute public ey material, provide

accommodation and meals for musidans, organise and sell refreshments and assist with Front of House

management and the Friends' Association.

Disclosure and Barring Senrice

Ag Trustees, volunteers and members of partner organi sat ione involved with the schools outreach, care homes

and concerts involving young musidans have DBS certificates.

Risk management

The major risks to which the charity is exposed, as identified by the Trustees, have been reviewed and systems

have been established to mitigate those risks.

The Trustees are kept well informed of eg workings of the Festival. Financial risk management and risk

mitigation are addressed on a continual basis and festivals are planned with careful regard to income

expectations. Contingency plans and financial safeguards are under constant review.

A Public Uabgity Insurance policy is pnwided annuagy by Keegan & pennykid (Insurance Brokers) ltd.

Signed on behalf of the trustees:
Cowbridge Music Festival

Brynawel

Trerhyngyll

Cowbridge
Vale of Gl morgan CF71 7TN

....... ......Signed

Print Name

Dnre+~T% +3-0&~
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INDEPENDENT EXAMINERS REPORT

I report to the trustees on my examination of the financial statements of Cowbridge Music Festival (the charity)

for the year ended 31 December 2022.

Responsibgldes and beds of report

As the charity's trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the
requirements of the Charities Act 2011('the Act').

I report in respect of my examination of the charity's accounts carried out under section 145 of the Act and in

carrying out my examination I have followed all the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission under

section 145(5)(b) of the Act.

Independent examiner's statement

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in connection

with the examinaticm giving me cause to believe that in any material respect:
1. arxounting records were not kept in respect of the charity as required by section 130of the Act; or

2. the accounts do not accord with those records

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to which

attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be

reached.

Farxana Ahmed FCCA

Independent Examiner

1st Floor, Tudor House

16Cathedral Road

Cardiff

CF11 9U
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tlnrestrfcted Resulded
Flush Ferne

Recelptr.

Arts Coundl of Wales
Trusts & Foundadons

Sponsorship

Arts & eusiness Cymm

Friends' Association Memhershlp and Gift Aid

Ticket and refreshment sales
Miscellaneous

28, 707

17,500

5,530

4,314

20~
502

&033

Tolel Receipts

Paymentu

Artistes' Fees
Arastic Acacity Cost»

Puhllcay

Administration

t7timr Costs

20~2 11,201

5,078

8,681 250

37un 400

30,909

31.S52

3,931
3/mr

27„ri40

20330

2403
6,7te
&46

Total Paymenls

Rat Receipts/IpaymentsI

Transfem Retsreen Funds (1,355)

ttr051

1,355

Guh FINds last Veer 20,831 19,614

Cash Funds The Veer
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Unrestricted Restricted

Funds Funds

6 6

Assets:

Bank and other cash balances:

The Cooperative bank 28,036 400 28,436 20,831

These anandal statements were approved by the members of the committee and authorised for issue on the

SHL ..ffLZL@d are signed on their behalf by:

Trustee

'gned

fyrvS&RLsd F. dLhs„..lT,„.pont Nome
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1. TRUSTEE REMUNERATION AND EXPENSES

One Trustee (Andrew Elliott) has received E1,000 remuneration from the charity in respect of their services

during the period. Out oi pocket expenses occurred by the trustees In the performance of their duties.

One trustee received E185as reimbursement for charity expenditure paid privately on behalf of the charity.

(2021 - Enil).

2. GOING CONCERN

There are no material uncertainties about the charity's ability to continue as a going concern (see trustees

report under plans for future periods).

3. REIATED PARTY TRANSACTIONS

There are no related party transactions during the year (2021- Enil).

4. FUND BAIANCES

galame at aahmceat

01fan22 Income Expenditum Tmnsfem 31Dec22

Unresbkted funds

General fund 20.831 77,786 (69,226) (1,355) 288%

Restrkted funds

Ct United Charities

Mary Homfray CT

Williams CMT

Ty Cerdd

Waterloo foundation

Arts & Business CS

A&B Cymru CS

2,000
2,000
2,063
2,5001~

353

(500)
(2,000)
(3,355) 1,355

(2,086)
(2,500)
(1,057)

(353)

(23)


