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To Worship God, To Know Jesus, To Serve Others  

Rev Mark Meatcher, Chair of Trustees 

Hall Green United Community Church (HGUCC) has the responsibility to 

promote the work of the church in worship, in pastoral care, in service to the 

local community and, with our three parent denominations, in ecumenical 

work.  

HGUCC is also responsible for the maintenance of the church buildings in 

Reddings Lane, Hall Green, the property of the Methodist Church.  

Objectives and activities.  

HGUCC is committed to making worship attractive to as many people as 

possible both in the church buildings and online via Zoom.  Our services and 

worship aim to put faith into practice through prayer and Scripture, music and 

sacrament.  It is always our intention to help enable ordinary people to live out 

their faith as part of our community.  

Achievements and performance.  

Over the year we have offered a range of services with Holy Communion taking 

place on the first Sunday in each month.  During this financial year we have 

been blessed by the ministry of Rev. Ping Ting Chen, a Methodist minister 

appointed by the Circuit. Rev Chen looked after the church well while the 

church considered the process of ‘calling’ a minister from the URC tradition. 

Rev Mark Meatcher answered the call and began to serve the church as its 

minister, alongside being minister of Solihull URC and Digbeth-in-the-Field 

URC, as part of the East Birmingham and Solihull Pastorate, on 1st November 

2024. On those occasions when Rev Meatcher is leading worship elsewhere or 

away for other reasons we continue to be well served by a succession of 

preachers, both lay and ordained, leading our worship from all three of our 

parent denominations and other Christian denominations as well as guest 

speakers from other charitable organisations.   

Numerically, our membership numbers have dropped slightly over the year, to 

109, due to the death of six members over the period, but we have been 



delighted to have received four new members over the same period including 

two United Reformed Church ministers (one of whom has recently retired).     

Our Sunday services continue to attract a congregation numbering between 60 

and 75 physically in church with another 7 to 12 joining online.  We continue to 

try and improve our Zoom services with new volunteers being trained on the 

equipment.  

Our online Prayer Group on a Wednesday morning also makes use of our Zoom 

account, and we also find it helpful to use for some of our meetings 

occasionally. 

During the year we celebrated the 100th anniversary of the church building. 

Featured events continued through to March 2025 and the church has been 

encouraged through welcoming back preachers who have had a prior 

connection with the church to lead worship or share in the events with us. This 

has been a great success.  

The church has continued to be represented at both URC and Moravian synods 

and at meetings of the Birmingham Methodist Circuit, which became part of 

the West Midlands District, immediately after our year end, on 1st September 

2025.  

We pride ourselves on being a Community Church and, during the year, our 

services to the community have continued. Friendly Corner Cafe, our weekly 

community café, has continued to welcome 40 - 60 people who regularly 

attend for food and fellowship.  Though some of the customers are church 

members and attendees, many are not, and we thank God for this outreach.  

Baby & Co., the church run Stay and Play group for parents and toddlers has 

also continued to serve the local community with many of the families being 

from the local Asian community. In December we welcomed Year 1 children 

from Yorkmead school into the church where they heard part of the Christian 

Christmas Story.  

The church buildings continue to host a range of activities, including another 

Stay and Play group, run by a local Children’s Centre, two martial arts group, a 

musical theatre group, an exercise class, Tuition sessions, individual support 

for neuro-divergent children and others.  We also have one or two bookings 



most weekends for private functions including birthdays and other family 

celebrations.  These, as well as supporting our local communities, help to bring 

income into the church and indirectly to the denominations.  A pre and post 

school group use our premises during term time.  

The use of our buildings is, of course, dependent on the condition of those 

buildings.  Maintenance continues to be a major item in our accounts.  

None of this would be possible without the small army of volunteers who 

continue to work untiringly for HGUCC. During the year our property officer, 

Mrs Jenny Darby, who has served in this role for many years, stepped down 

and our cleaning supervisor, Mrs Barbara Dennis, also stood down from her 

role. Both of these women have left a significant hole in our structures but we 

are gradually working out different ways to re-organise the work that needs to 

be done. 

This has, in part, been helped by the recruitment of an Administrator, Mrs 

Samantha Beckett, on a part-time basis, who has proved to be a valuable 

addition to the Hall Green UCC team. She began working for the church in May 

2025 and is already taking pressure off some of the volunteers who have 

worked so hard for the church over the years and bringing some of her many 

skills to support our work. 

Structure, governance and management.  

Hall Green United Community Church is managed by Board of Trustees elected 

by the members.  At the end of the year, we had 15 full trustees with Rev Mark 

Meatcher becoming Chair of Trustees shortly after his appointment as minister 

of the church in late 2024. The trustees are responsible for making decisions 

on all matter of general concern and importance to the church including 

deciding on how the funds of HGUCC are to be spent.  

The Annual Congregational Meeting is held in November where reports are 

considered and matters of concern voted upon.  This meeting usually happens 

following a Sunday service.  

As with many churches, an ageing congregation and the lack of young people 

are concerning.  However, we have a thriving, enthusiastic membership who 

continue to look forward to the future with optimism and, during the year we 



have begun to explore with our minister how we might grow both numerically 

and spiritually as a Christian community moving forward. We have celebrated 

100 years as such a community and are keen to plan for the next stage of our 

journey. 






















