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To Worship God, To Know Jesus, To Serve Others 

Hall Green United Community Church (HGUCC) has the responsibility to promote the work of church 

in worship, in pastoral care, in service to the local community and, with our three parent 

denominations, in ecumenical work. 

HGUCC is also responsible for the maintenance of the church buildings in Reddings Road, Hall Green, 

the property of the Methodist Church. 

 

Objectives and activities. 

HGUCC is committed to making worship attractive to as many people as possible both in the church 

buildings and online via Zoom.  Our services and worship aim to put faith into practice through prayer 

and Scripture, music and sacrament.  It is always our intention to help enable ordinary people to live 

out their faith as part of our community. 

 

Achievements and performance. 

Over the year we have offered a range of services with Holy Communion taking place on the first 

Sunday in each month.  During this year we have blessed by the ministry of Rev. Ping Ting Chen, a 

Methodist minister appointed by the Circuit. We also began the process of ‘calling’ a minister from the 

URC tradition and meetings were held with the URC Synod, with a decision try and call a minister to 

serve the three congregations of Solihull URC, Digbeth-in-the-Field URC and ourselves. We continue to 

have been served by a succession of preachers, both lay and ordained, leading our worship  

Numerically, our membership numbers have dropped over the year, due to the death of some 

members, relocation of others and a sensible “pruning” of the membership list.    

Our Sunday services continue to attract a congregation numbering between 60 and 75 physically in 

church with another 7 to 12 joining online.  We continue to try and improve our Zoom services with 

new volunteers being trained on the equipment. 

Our usage of Zoom continues with our online Prayer Group on Wednesday mornings and for occasional 

meetings. 

This year saw the beginning of the year of celebration for the 100th anniversary of the church building. 

We have invited preachers who have a connection with the church to come back and this has been a 

great success. It will continue through to March 2025. There have been numerous events including 

Poetry afternoon, a concert by Marty Elliott, games afternoons and more 

The church has continued to be represented at both URC and Moravian synods and at meetings of the 

Birmingham Methodist Circuit. 

We pride ourselves on being a Community Church and, during the year, our services to the community 

have continued. Friendly Corner Cafe, our weekly community café, has continues to welcome  more 

than 50 people who regularly attend for food and fellowship.  Though some of the customers are 

church members and attendees, many are not, and we thank God for this outreach. 



Baby & Co., the church run Stay and Play group for parents and toddlers has also continued to serve 

the local community with many of the families being from the local Asian community. In December we 

welcomed Year 1 children from Yorkmead school into the church where they heard the Christian 

Christmas Story. 

The church buildings continue to host a range of activities, including another Stay and Play group, run 

by local Children’s Centre, two martial arts group, a musical theatre group, tai chi and others.  We also 

have one or two bookings most weekends for private functions including birthdays and other family 

celebrations.  These, as well as supporting our local communities, help to bring income into the church 

and indirectly to the denominations.  In the second half of the year a pre and post school group began 

to use our premises during term time, which will hopefully be a long-term let. 

The use of our buildings is, of course, dependent on the condition of those buildings.  Maintenance 

continues to be a major item in our accounts. 

None of this would be possible without the small army of volunteers who continue to work untiringly 

for HGUCC. 

 

Structure, governance and management. 

Hall Green United Community Church is managed by Board of Trustees elected by the members.  At 

the end of the year, we had 13 full trustees.  Blair Kesseler resigned as Chair in April and was succeeded 

by Rev. Ping Ting Chen. The trustees are responsible for making decisions on all matter of general 

concern and importance to the church including deciding on how the funds of HGUCC are to be spent. 

The Annual Congregational Meeting is held in November where reports are considered and matters of 

concern voted upon.  This meeting usually happens following a Sunday service. 

Much work has been done by the Trustees and a sub-group to organise the calling of a URC minister 

in co-operation with the two other churches previously mentioned. We have every confidence that 

this will bear fruit. 

As with many churches, an ageing congregation and the lack of young people are concerning.  

However, we have a thriving, enthusiastic membership who continue to look forward to the future 

with optimism as we continue celebrate 100 years of Christian worship in the building through to 

March 2025.  






















