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• Demand has been consistently high and, indeed, heightened and intensified, especially at 
the end of this period as we entered into lockdown.  This financial year we provided 17,769 
food parcels, this being for 11,545 adults and 6,244 children. 

• Of those we provided food for the vast majority are from the wards of Stockland Green and 
Gravelly Hill, followed by Erdington Ward.  Our main referral agencies have been 
Birmingham City Council, Help Through Hardship, People For People and various supported 
housing providers. 

• Many of the people whom we serve have been coming to us because of problems with 
Universal Credit: the initial 5 week delay; disruption to payments; benefits being stopped or 
deductions being made; or simply the amount being paid being insufficient and paid in such 
a way that it is hard to manage. 

• We continue to receive great community support with regard to food and monetary gifts 
but as we spend around £12,000 on food each month, it is an enormous challenge for us to 
keep up with demand.  We need to increase our financial income. 

• We have an amazing team of volunteers:-“front of house” people at the distribution 
centres; bag packers; warehouse workers; delivery people; admin workers; fundraisers and 
donors; prayer partners; cardboard carriers; and more besides (apologies if I have missed 
out the thing that you do ).   

•  Jean, our Coordinator, has continued to work so hard making pretty much everything 
happen and now, with the benefit of funds from Trussell, we have been able to recruit a 
Partnerships and Fundraising Worker: May joining in December 2024. 

• I am very pleased that we have a really excellent team of trustees. However, we need to 
recruit some additional trustees with different skillsets and experience in order to 
strengthen our team. 

• Since December 2022 we have had the benefit of a Financial Inclusion Grant from Trussell 
Trust which has enabled us to have a full-time Birmingham Settlement advisor providing a 
much more effective route for people to receive advice and support.   

• We also continue to benefit from a grant from Trussell Trust to enable us to pay for a 
“warehouse” space at St Marks Church Hall, Stockland Green.  

• Spaghetti Food Pantry operating out of All Saints Church continues to grow: not only 
offering a way forward beyond foodbanks but building community too.  
  

These have been very challenging times.  What we are working on together surely is making a 
massive difference in the lives of some of the most disadvantaged people in our community. 
Thank you! 
 

 
Rev Gerard Goshawk 
Chair of Trustees 
May 2024 














