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I make no apology that this year once again, I start my report on similar lines to previous years and re state our mission
for the Centre to continue its steady progress of integration within South Warrington while providing facilities for the 
old, young, disabled and disadvantaged in our community, supported by the major improvements to the premises. 
Real and important though these improvements to our premises are, we are conscious that the building is only one 
tool that we use in carrying out our mission to provide support and services to the community and other local 
community organisations. I’m pleased to report that we have not neglected this aspect of our work either, and 
continue to support local community and charitable organisations and initiatives whenever we can; though we remain 
conscious that we still have work to do to fully grant “ownership” of  the premises to the community.  Community, 
Council and LYCA itself at times, have not fully grasped the unique nature of the grant of ownership of the premises to 
the local community, entrusted to the care of LYCA, as custodians of its day to day management as well as 
maintenance, improvement and development of building and services for the benefit of the community. 

Once again during the past year, we have further strengthened our relationship with the Dickensian Christmas 

Committee, in supporting their efforts to organise the Dickensian Christmas Day by hosting their meetings and 

providing a headquarters venue on the day. The close working relationship we enjoy, with some volunteer overlap, 

is beneficial to both organisations. We continue to work with the Heritage Centre, as our neighbour, particularly in it

gaining better access for disabled using land leased to us, and by the occasional loan of chairs and tables etc. We are

hopeful that in the future we might work even more closely together for our mutual benefit. Following a previous 

year’s May Queen Festival having to be cancelled due the waterlogged field, we again worked with their committee 

to make the Centre available should the weather again be atrocious. Fortunately the day has been fine since, but 

yet again this year the very wet Spring meant that the field was too waterlogged to be used and a decision was 

made to use Henry Street and Davies Way car parks for the parade, ceremony and stalls. Our premises once again 

provided an ideal HQ and welfare facilities for the May Queen volunteers. 

Hopefully the Covid19 and the subsequent “Lockdown” years are behind us now. Fortunately our bookings restarted as
soon as Government restrictions allowed and we again have a very full programme and a steady income. However, 
many of our older users, including some of our longest serving Volunteers, seem to have lost their confidence to 
venture out and attendances remain reduced on earlier years, though our Senior Social and Film Club numbers are 
building and new Volunteers continue to trickle in.

In recent times much of the News has been dominated by the Russian invasion of Ukraine, and as Lymm has welcomed
Ukrainian Refugees we have made our premises available free of charge for the refugees to meet socially and 
additionally more recently for English Language lessons. Their use of the building has changed now as many have 
found jobs and but they still show occasional films and celebrate special events the like the Eurovision Song Contest.

Our website continues to be kept up to date thanks to our volunteers and can be accessed on the link 
https://www.lymm.yca.co.uk/  We continue to plan for an expansion to our premises in the future and have had 
detailed discussions with our architect about the first steps in a feasibility study to enable us to put together scheme, 
to give the village premises, of which it can be proud. He has designed an imaginative scheme which will eventually 
more than double our space and yet remain in keeping with the Conservation Status of the village. We hope this 
initiative will feed the imagination of the local Community too and attract new Supporters and Volunteers. The project 
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will be planned in stand-alone phases, with each phase proceeding only when funds are in place to complete. The first 
stage of this will be the cladding of the existing building, and will be paid for from our existing funds, following 
excavations which determined the strength of existing foundations and satisfactorily established the stability of ground
conditions.  Recently, following discussions with Warrington Borough Council’s Property Manager, we have submitted 
a “Pre-Application” for the Cladding Phase to test Warrington BC’s reaction as owner of the premises and as planning 
Authority. Hopefully a positive response will enable this project to progress more quickly in the next few months and 
enable us to submit major grant applications.

I have not paid individual tribute to any of our Volunteers who are so essential to the success of our activities but they 
are ever willing and can be relied upon, often within hours, to provide a service when a need arises. Last year we 
provided them with corporate identity in the form of Volunteer aprons with a colourful print of LYCA logo. We also try 
to make life a little easier with the purchase of more modern equipment wherever possible. We remain conscious that 
we need to update DBS, First Aid and Hygiene certificates and are making arrangements to carry this out in the near 
future.

As part of our further service to the parish, we look forward to once again being able to provide events from our own 
volunteers for the community all of which are free at the point of delivery. These have included:- 

 Monthly Senior Socials – including a Christmas Hotpot 
 Monthly ‘Replay’ and ‘Recent Releases’ Film Shows 
 Weekly Market Breakfasts
 Weekly Table Tennis Club which is now so popular we are having to limit numbers
 Weekly Carers Support Group (in conjunction with WIRED).

Similarly we look forward to supporting other community organisations and events such as the:-

 Lymm Easter Duck Race
 Lymm Festival
 Lymm Dickensian Christmas
 Lymm May Queen
 Lymm Festival of Historic Transport 

We look forward to our premises once again being used by local community organisations such as:- 

 Lymm British Legion
 4Lymm 
 Lymm WI
 Marie Curie
 Macmillan
 Lymm Dickensian Christmas Committee
 Lymm Rotary Club
 Lymm Festival
 Lymm Local History Society
 Lymm Scouts and Guides
 Lymm Round Table
 Local branch of the National Gardens Scheme
 Lymm Radio 
 Lymm Ukranian Refugee Support Group

The Centre is self-sustaining for its running costs being funded mainly by paid hirings. Regular activities provided by 
hirers, all of which also help to provide service to the community, included:

 Monthly Artisan Market
 Monthly WI
 Monthly Messy Church 



 Monthly U3A Music Appreciation
 Weekly Street Dance
 Seven Weekly Pilates Classes
 Three Weekly Over Fifties Fitness Classes
 Weekly Boxing Classes
 Weekly Taekwondo Class
 Three Weekly GCSE Tuition Classes
 Weekly Theatre Arts Class
 Weekly Digital Programming Class

We normally take fairly frequent bookings for birthday parties which are a useful source of funds as well as providing a 
service to individuals in the community who are not necessarily part of more organised groups. Additionally, our 
Volunteers continue to raise funds by providing hot refreshments at Thursday morning Breakfasts, Afternoon Tea at 
our Senior Socials, refreshments at the Film Clubs and special events; selling Bric-a-Brac at selected events, and 
collecting donations at Senior Socials, Film Club, etc.

The Thursday Market traders have continued to use our private car-park, which provides a useful income stream as 
well as maintaining a service to the community. A rota of Volunteers continue to open the Centre on a Thursday 
morning for our regulars. Plans for a new Sunday Market on Henry Street Car Park by WBC have not progressed. 
We continue to seek extra help and welcome new volunteers from the community but thanks to the hard work of our 
existing volunteers who enable smooth functioning of all the above activities, I’m pleased to be able to report another 
successful year.

Steve Griffiths
Chairman,Trustee
Lymm Youth and Community Association 

August 2025






























































