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Housing
Throughout the last year all six of our properties have been fully let to local 
families and individuals all of whom have strong local connection. There have 
been no vacancies.  We are well aware of the impact of increasing fuel process 
on our tenants.  Our three new homes are well insulated and have ground source
heating systems and solar panels which means that our tenants there are 
protected from the rising cost of oil. We have also continued to invest in our 
three older properties seeking to make them more energy efficient and 
attractive. Last year we reported that, as demand for our homes was strong, we 
were considering whether the Charity should invest further in the village by 
building a few more homes for rent or possibly shared equity.  We have made 
some progress on the idea and hope to receive a grant aid from Richmondshire 
District Council to explore the viability of building up to three low energy, low 
environmental impact homes on the land behind Plews Cottages.  We will be 
consulting the village about this once this proposal has been firmed up.

St Micheal and All Angels Church
We held a well-attended public meeting in the former church in August 2021 at 
which we explained our plans to convert St Michaels church into a hostel for 
walkers and cyclists.  Those attending had a number of concerns about the 
proposal, most of which the trustees were able to offer reassurance on.  We were
finally able to submit a planning application to the Yorkshire Dales National Park 
Authority last October.  However, as the Authority’s Listed Buildings Officer had a
number of objections to the design, in particular to the glass walls that were 
included to protect the new staircase, we have asked the Planning Authority not 
to determine the application until we have been able to address this issue. It has 
taken a long time to find a Fire Engineer to work on alternative proposal that 
would involve a misting system to suppress fire, thus dispensing with the need 
for these walls.  As yet, this issue has not been fully resolved.  In the meantime, 
we have finalised business plan which demonstrates that the hostel will be a 
viable business even at fairly modest occupancy rates and we have employed a 
Quantity Surveyor to estimate the costs of the conversion work.  He estimates 
these to be around £800,000.  However, with the costs building materials 
continuing to rise we have to assume that the cost will be greater than this. The 
challenge of raising these funds largely from grant aid will be considerable. 

Richmonshire Building Conservation Trust (who own The Station) have offered us 
their support and have also put us in touch with a group who are developing an 
English Camino route (the Camino Ingles), from Finchale Priory in County 
Durham, via the Cathedrals of Durham, Ripon and York, on to the south coast, 
where a ferry can be caught to A Coruna in northwest Spain, from where the 
Camino continues to Santiago. These pilgrimage routes are increasingly popular 
and as the route passes through Richmond and then on to Leyburn it can take in 
Hudswell and our hostel housed in a former church.  This will boost the viability 
of the hostel and help with our fund-raising efforts, which have yet to begin in 
earnest.

Grant aid
Following our merger with the Hudswell Schools Charity the trustees published 
the availability of education grants to Hudswell residents from our newly 



established Education Fund.  A few applications have received and agreed.  The 
Charity also provided a grant towards the cost of the Hudswell Children’s 
Christmas party, which, due to Covid restrictions, has not yet taken place!  As 
reported last year the Charity is able to support any project in the village which 
meets the following criteria, the grant will either:

1. Promotes sport, recreational activities, or play
2. Promotes health or the relief of sickness or disability
3. Promotes education or training
4. Promotes wellbeing.

However, other than those mentioned above, no requests for assistance have 
been received.  We would be very happy to consider any idea that would add to 
the vitality of village life. 

Charity Trustees

Susan Ferns-Williams remains the chair of the Charity and the Hudswell Hostel @ 
St Michaels board of directors.  During the year Sheila Sadler resigned as a 
Charity Trustee, but we are pleased to report that two new villagers have joined 
both the Charity and the Church project, these are Heather Swettenham and Phil 
Simmonds. The current trustees are therefor Ian Whinray, Susan Ferns Williams, 
Rev Martin Fletcher, Martin Booth, Annie Sumner, Paul Chapman, Heather 
Swettenham and Phil Simmonds.

Martin Booth
Secretary Hudswell Community Charity Secretary October 2021


















































































